
Mrs. Lindsay Cisco 
Marian High School 
Honors Art 2 (855) Syllabus 
Room 307 
lcisco@omahamarian.org, (402) 571-2618 x.6217 

 
Available Hours:  I am available in my classroom before school at 7:25, and afterschool until 3:30, and during Block 
C (Plan period). 
 
Art Fee:  There is a $75 art fee which provides you a set of personal supplies, as well as materials for in-class 
activities and projects.  This fee is due to me by Friday, August 31st.  
 
Course Description 
Honors Art II expands the student's studio experience by concentrating on a varied curriculum with a focus on 
advanced media and techniques.  Through assigned and self-directed projects, students will continue to explore a 
variety of media and subject matter intended to further develop their individual skills and creativity. Students will 
have more sophisticated experiences in art production, art criticism and aesthetics. Students will create, assess, and 
critique their own work and that of classmates. 
  
Course Objectives 
In this class you will be challenged to find creative and unique solutions to problems.  It is the use of creative 
problem solving skills that fosters higher-level thinking skills.  You will do this through: 
 Creating and exploring art with a greater focus on specific media and techniques. 
 Identifying and connecting the Elements of Art and the Principles of Design within a work of art. 
 Discovering art concepts and terms through vocabulary-building and art production. 
 Utilizing the critiquing process to analyze and respond to a work of art.  
 Advancing your knowledge and appreciation of Art and Art history. 
 Connecting background knowledge and experience with the action of creating a work of art. 
 
 
Class Rules and Guidelines for Success 

● Come to class prepared, pay attention, follow directions, and stay on task.  All bags should be left in the 
cubbies by the front door. 

● Be in your seat when the bell rings or you will be considered tardy 
● Do not leave the classroom without permission.  
● Respect all people, projects, materials and the studio. 
● Act in a mature and responsible way. No horseplay or disrespectful language.  Be respectful of other 

people’s personal space.  You are encouraged to socialize in this classroom, but be mindful of your peers 
who prefer to work quietly. 

● Clean up after yourself, and others if necessary.  Cleaning up and taking care of your tools is a sign of 
respect for yourself and others.  For every table I have to clean, every brush I have to wash, and every 
pile of scrap paper I have to sweep, that is less energy I have to give to you and to your class.  

● As per Marian’s policy, no food will be allowed in the classroom.  This policy is non-negotiable.  Any 
violation of this will result in a loss of participation points for the day, and an automatic disciplinary point. 
No warning will be offered.  Water is allowed in the classroom as long as it is in a clear plastic bottle (no 
glass). 

 
Guidelines for Success 
There is no “I can’t” in my classroom.  Just as with any learned skill in life, the lesson is in the journey.  If the task 
is difficult, I expect you to try as best as you can and offer your full effort.  You will find success in this class if you 
work hard and allow for guidance.  
 
Ask for help, and then push yourself.  I want you to ask for help when you need it.  There will be times when it 

mailto:lcisco@omahamarian.org


seems like everyone in the class needs help at once, and I may not get to you right away, but know that it is my 
priority to help every person who needs it.  
 
Manage your time wisely.  Generally speaking, you should have enough studio time to complete each project in 
class. However, it is expected that you also complete work at home in order to meet the deadlines.  
 
Grading Policy 
Each student is graded on an individual basis, and your grade will be based upon my expectations of you and your 
growth as an individual. Your projects will be graded with the following criteria in mind: 

Requirements:  Did you follow directions, fulfill expectations? 
Craftsmanship:  Your artwork exhibits a high degree of finish. 
Creativity/Originality:  What did you do to make your work stand out from the others? 

               Effort/Participation:  Your time in class was spent on in-class projects. 
 
Participation:  Up to 10 points/week 
You will receive up to 10 participation points per week.  In-class participation is considered as being seated when 
the bell rings, staying on task in the classroom, being respectful toward your teacher and peers, cleaning up after 
yourself (and others, if necessary), and adherence to classroom rules and school policies.  
 
Sketchbook:  20 points per assignment 
You will be assigned 2-3 sketchbook assignments per month, which should be worked on outside of the classroom. 
I will assign the subject or theme for each sketchbook assignment along with the due date.  Subjects will include, but 
are not limited to, drawing activities, creative exercises, art history and criticism, and written reflection.  Your grade 
will be based upon fulfillment of the stated objectives, and the depth of your analysis and reflection where 
applicable.  
 
Skill-Building Projects:  30 points per assignment 
Skill-Building projects are exercises that will teach you techniques and improve your personal skills as well as help 
you with the major projects.  These formative projects will be technique-based, meaning I will walk you through the 
technique to help you practice and build proficiency in that skill.  Your grade will be based upon fulfillment of 
stated objectives and craftsmanship.  
 
Major Projects and Tests:  100 points per assignment 
Major projects are assignments that will take up 2-3 weeks of in-class time.  These will typically be large-scale and 
may involve multiple or new or unfamiliar media.  At the start of each major project, you will be given a rubric 
which explains the objectives and point distribution for the assignment.  Your grade will be based upon your 
fulfillment of the stated criteria from the rubric.  There will be a final test given at the end of each semester.  This 
may be a written final, a final project, or a combination of both. 
 
A = Excellent, outstanding effort, exceeds expectations; “WOW!!!” 
B = Strong work, very good 
C = Fair, adequate, looks finished. 
D/F= work does not meet standards and must be resubmitted 
 
Cheating Policy: 
Consequences for violating the Academic Integrity policy are outlined in the handbook, Section 4.2. 
 
Due and Late Policy: 
Late Sketchbook and Skill-Building projects will be recorded as a zero in the gradebook. Any student who does not 
turn in a homework assignment on time will be assigned an after-school study hall, iBlock, on that same day to 
make up the assignment. 
 
• Teachers will use their discretion in cases where there is a legitimate reason for missing a homework assignment. 

• Missing a ride, athletic practice, or work responsibilities are not excuses to be absent from an after school study                    



hall. The student should consider this ahead of time and face the consequences. 

• A student on work study must attend the study hall and make up their work study after the study hall period. 

• A student must do school work and remain for the full period. If the student has finished the missing assignment, 
during an earlier study hall, she must work on something else. 

*Study hall will meet every day Monday through Friday, for 35 minutes after school.  If the student is 
assigned, attendance is mandatory.  Unexcused absences will result in disciplinary action as does any 
unexcused absence from class. 
 
Major projects will be subject to a one-week grace period.  This means that if you are not finished with the project 
on the day it is due, you may ask for one additional week to work on it before points are deducted.  (Example:  If the 
Major project has a due date of Friday, November 4th, you may turn it in up until Friday, November 11th  without a 
penalty).  If you turn in your project after the one-week grace period a zero will be placed in the grade book until it 
is turned in, at which point it will be deducted an automatic five points each day after the grace period that it is late. 
You do not receive the grace period unless you ask for it. This grace period applies only to major projects. 
 
Absence Policy: 
I expect you to let me know of any planned absences, and to follow up with me after any unexpected absences.  The 
Absence policy in the Parent/Student Handbook will be used in this classroom.  The policy is listed in Section 6.3 of 
the handbook. 
 
Communications policy 
In keeping with the tradition of developing confident, independent, thinking leaders, students 
who have a question or concern about their class or grade should first talk to the teacher.  If 
they are unable to reach a consensus, the student should then involve her guidance counselor, 
who will assist in her self-advocacy.  If an issue remains unresolved, the teacher, parent(s) and 
student will meet.   If consensus is not achieved once the aforementioned communication steps 
have been taken, the parent(s) should contact the Principal. 
 
iPad Responsibilities  
Students will: 
•Maintain an academic environment at all times. No games, no messaging, shopping, etc. 

• Keep the iPad on the desk, with the cover closed, at the start of every class. They will not open the iPad unless 
instructed by the teacher. 

• Ensure their iPad is fully charged at the start of the school day. 

• Sync their iPad regularly. 

• Keep the operating system and apps up to date. 

• Have the volume of their iPad muted unless otherwise requested by the teacher and use earphones when listening 
to personalized audio. 

• Turn off notifications for non-school apps 

• Not have iPads, Smart watches or fitness trackers out during tests or quizzes. Failure to remove those items will 
result in disciplinary action. 

• Have non-school apps closed during class. 

• “Sleep” the iPad when the teacher is addressing the class or group; this means the teacher knows that he or she has 
your attention. 



• Not share their passwords or passcode with another person. 

• Not use another person’s iPad without the owner’s permission. 

• Always seek permission before taking a photo, video, or audio recording of someone, including your teachers; any 
changes made after the initial recording should also be approved by the people involved. 

• Follow all teacher directions regarding iPad use and digital citizenship. 

• Know that all iPad infractions are a minimum of 2 points 

• NOT download a VPN to their iPad. 

 


