
Syllabus for Honors Spanish III 
 

 
Instructor:      Cassandra Craig  
Course Name:    Honors Spanish III 
Course Number:      540 
Room Number:    320 
Phone Number:    (402) 571-2618 ext. 6201 
Email:      ccraig@omahamarian.org 
Website:     profesoracraig.weebly.com 
Free Periods:     none 
Available for Student Assistance:  3:15-3:45 
Homework:     Ebackpack 
Textbook:     ¡Qué chévere! Level 3(EMC Publishing) 
       
Communications Policy: 
 
In keeping with the tradition of developing confident, independent, thinking leaders, students 
who have a question or concern about their class or grade should first talk to the teacher. If they 
are unable to reach a consensus, the student should then involve her guidance counselor, who 
will assist in her self-advocacy.  If an issue remains unresolved, the teacher, parent(s) and student 
will meet.  If consensus is not achieved once the aforementioned communication steps have been 
taken, the parent(s) should contact the principal. 
 
Course Objective: 
 
Students will use Spanish in a variety of activities in order to help them master new skills. These 
activities will progress from guided to independent expression. Students will also observe, 
participate in, and discuss Spanish culture and history. 
 
Absence Policy: 
 
The absence policy in the Parent/Student handbook will be used in this classroom. The policy is 
listed in Section 6.3 of the handbook. 

1) If you are gone for a known absence (IE. sports, vacations, retreats, and other school 
activities) you need to get the material ahead of time and all written homework will be 
due the day you get back, electronic homework is still expected to be done on time unless 
you will not have internet access. 

2) If you are gone due to illness or other unforeseen emergency, you will have 2 days after 
you get back to complete the homework. If you are gone for a significant amount of time 
we will work out a schedule together. 

3) If you are absent the day an assignment is turned in, it needs to be turned in the day you 
come back or it is late. 

 
 
 

http://profesoracraig.weebly.com/


Grading Policy: 
 
Marian Grading Scale: 
A- 93-100% 
B- 85-92% 
C- 77-84% 
D- 70-76% 
F- 69% and below 
 
Spanish grading scale:  Classroom participation (25%) 

Homework (15%) 
Assessments (60%) 

 
Classroom participation (25%)-  
20 points given weekly based on following rubric 
A (20-18.5 pts) B (18.5-17 pts) C (17-15.5 pts) D (15.5-14 pts) F (14-0 pts) 

Student comes to 
class prepared: 
necessary 
materials, charged 
iPad, readings 
done. Student 
completes 
classroom tasks as 
directed by 
instructor and does 
not disrupt 
classroom flow. 
Student does not 
speak English 
when instructed to 
speak Spanish. 
Student is an 
active member of 
the classroom: 
initiates 
conversations 
with peers, 
answers 
instructor’s 
questions, asks 
questions, and 
participates in 
classroom 
discussions. 

Student comes to 
class prepared 
90% of time: 
necessary 
materials, charged 
iPad, readings 
done. Student 
completes 
classroom tasks as 
directed by 
instructor and does 
not disrupt 
classroom flow. 
Student speaks 
English 1-2 times 
when instructed to 
speak Spanish. 
Student speaks 
Spanish when 
required, but does 
not initiate its use. 

Student comes to 
class prepared 
70% of time: 
necessary 
materials, charged 
iPad, readings 
done. Student is 
off-task sometimes 
and disrupts 
classroom flow. 
Student speaks 
English sometimes 
when instructed to 
speak Spanish. 
Student speaks 
Spanish when 
required, but does 
not initiate its use. 

Student is 
frequently 
unprepared for 
class. Student is 
frequently off-task 
and disrupts 
classroom flow. 
Student speaks 
English frequently 
when instructed to 
speak Spanish. 
Student sometimes 
does not speak 
Spanish when 
required, and does 
not initiate its use. 

Students comes to 
class unprepared, 
is off-task and 
disruptive. Student 
uses English more 
than Spanish when 
Spanish is 
required. Student 
does not initiate its 
use. 

Homework (15%)- All assignments are due at the beginning of class including electronic 
assignments unless stated otherwise and will be checked for completion, but it is for your benefit 
that you complete them yourself and at your best ability. Do not use a translator to help you 
understand sentences or questions; the wording often reoccurs on quizzes and tests, and if you 



don't figure it out on your own now, you won't on a quiz or test. Assignments will be turned in at 
random and will be graded for correctness; otherwise they will be checked at the beginning of 
class. I will take off points for assignments that are completed but it is evident that little to no 
effort was put forth, whole sections are done wrong, etc. Conjuguemos assignments need to be 
done for 5 minutes, with at least 30 verbs correct, and a percentage of at least 85% unless 
otherwise stated.  
 
Assessments (60%)- You need to be prepared for a quiz at any time. Projects will be assigned 
for each chapter when they fit appropriately. There will be a test at the end of each chapter. You 
will also be writing papers. 
 
*Late Work: Late work will be taken for 1/2 credit for 1 day past the due date. For larger things 
such as projects or papers, 10% will be taken off for every day it is late. Quizzes and tests must 
be made up not later than 5 days after you return or it is a zero. 
 
After school study hall – this information is from the handbook. 
 
All students are expected to turn in their homework on the day and time it is due.  Any student 
who does not turn in a homework assignment on time will be assigned an after-school study hall, 
by the teacher, on that same day to make up the assignment. 
 

• Study hall will meet every day, Monday through Friday, for 35 minutes after school. If 
the student is assigned, attendance is mandatory. Unexcused absences will result in 
disciplinary action as does any unexcused absence from class.  

• Teachers will use their discretion in cases where there is a legitimate reason for missing a 
homework assignment. 

• Missing a ride, athletic practice, or work responsibilities are not excuses to be absent 
from an after school study hall. The student should consider this ahead of time and face 
the consequences. 

• A student on work study must attend the study hall and make up their work study after 
the study hall period.  

• A student must do school work and remain for the full period. If the student has finished 
the missing assignment, during an earlier study hall, she must work on something else. 

• A report with excessive after school study hall time will be sent to parents following each 
quarter. 

 
 
*No extra credit or retakes will be offered, so prepare accordingly and be proactive if you 
need assistance. 
 
 
 
Tardy Policy: 
 
 One discipline point will be given for every two classroom tardies. Please fill-out tardy binder. 
 



Classroom Expectations and Procedures: 
 

1. Every student will have a notebook (preferred) or iPad that she will have to bring to class 
every day. You will date every entry and label it. Your notebook will have everything 
you need to know in it, I will refer to it often, and I will take off participation points if 
you do not use it. 

2. You are to be to class on time every day. When the bell rings, you are to be seated in your 
seat and started on your warm-up. Points WILL be assigned if you are not. 

3. You need to finish your warm-up first before asking to go to the restroom. 
4. If you wish to use the restroom, you will be asked to put your phone on my desk before 

you go. 
5. Bring all necessary materials to class every day and be ready to learn or you will lose 

participation points. 
6. Be prepared to actively contribute to class activities and be doing the task at-hand. 

Reading or working on other classes, exchanging notes, personal grooming, and sleeping 
are unacceptable. You may receive a point for any of the above. 

7. Treat everyone and everything with respect, have a positive attitude, please do not speak 
while others are speaking (including teacher and peers), wait to be dismissed by teacher, 
and clean up your area before you leave. 

8. No cell phones!!! If I see a cell phone, I will confiscate it and turn it into the office. 
Two discipline points will be assigned.  
 

*Failure to follow any classroom or school rules will result in a personal conference, phone call 
home, or Marian points. The Consequences for violating the Academic Integrity 
policy are outlined in the student handbook, Section 4.2. Cheating or Plagiarism includes 
use of a translator, abuse of a dictionary, or help from someone with more knowledge than 
you. 
 
iPad Responsibilities  
 

• Students will… 
• Maintain an academic environment at all times.  No games, no messaging, shopping, etc. 
• Keep the iPad on the desk, with the cover closed, at the start of every class.  They 

will not open the iPad unless instructed by the teacher. 
• Ensure their iPad is fully charged at the start of the school day. 
• Sync their iPad regularly. 
• Keep the operating system and apps up to date. 
• Have the volume of their iPad muted unless otherwise requested by the teacher and use 

earphones when listening to personalized audio. 
• Turn off notifications for non-school apps 
• Not have iPads, Smart watches or fitness trackers out during tests or quizzes.  Failure to 

remove those items will result in disciplinary action. 
• Have non-school apps closed during class. 
• “Sleep” the iPad when the teacher is addressing the class or group; this means the teacher 

knows that he or she has your attention. 
• Not share their passwords or passcode with another person. 



• Not use another person’s iPad without the owner’s permission. 
• Always seek permission before taking a photo, video, or audio recording of someone, 

including your teachers; any changes made after the initial recording should also be 
approved by the people involved. 

• Follow all teacher directions regarding iPad use and digital citizenship. 
• Know that all iPad infractions are a minimum of 2 points 

 
How to be successful in life and my classroom: 
 
1) Explore- Having the curiosity to understand the material is a huge step. If you don’t want to 
learn, you won’t. Don’t be afraid to look into something further or ask questions about 
something you don’t understand or want to learn more about. 
 
2) Experiment- Test out hypotheses, trial and error, use the language, and use your critical-
thinking and problem-solving skills. I will frequently make you figure things out on your own. 
Why you ask? Because I want you to be successful not just in my classroom, but it life as well. 
Memorizing material might help you succeed in my class, but learning how to figure things out 
on your own will continue to benefit you throughout your life and you will acquire some grit! 
 
3) Don’t be afraid to make mistakes- No one does things perfectly the first time and we learn 
best through reflecting on our errors. You cannot grow unless you constantly push yourself to the 
next level. Don't worry, I will help and guide you to that next level. You just have to have the 
courage to get there.  
 
*Notice that being smart is nowhere on here. I dislike that word. It is all about hard work 
and perseverance. Being successful is not equivalent to earning an “A” either; it is about 
growth. Concern yourself with learning and not gradesJ  
 
 
If you have any questions or concerns, feel free to contact me anytime at my e-mail address 
or come in after school. I look forward to having a great year! 
	


