
Course Syllabus & Classroom Policies 
 
Instructor:  Mr. Kory Delkamiller 
Course Title & #: Theology IV (Religion 005) 
Room: 206 
Tel. # 402-571-2618 ext. 6203 
Email: delkamiller@omahamarian.org 
Times Available During School: Blocks C and F  
Other Times Available: before school (7:25 - 7:45) after school (3:00 - 3:25)  
 
 
 
Requirements of the Course 
 
1.  A willingness to grow in self-knowledge:  You will have numerous 
opportunities to reflect on your lives - reflective writing, small and large group 
discussions, homework, projects and in-class activities will provide the framework 
for exploring a variety of world religions as well as the foundations of Catholic 
Social Teaching more in-depth. 
 
2.  A willingness to participate in class discussions:  As with any course in 
theology, it will be essential that you feel free to share your feelings, thoughts 
and personal values.  Participation by you greatly enhances the content and tone 
of the class, which will in turn make learning more engaging and enjoyable. 
Trust is essential for this to happen. 
 
3.  Completion of all assigned readings:  This material will be the foundation for 
our class discussions; therefore, in order to adequately fulfill the course 
expectations you must have read the assigned material. 
 
4.  Students will also be required to:  Take quizzes, exams, a final exam, 
reflection writing, complete written homework (includes class projects), and 
participate in classroom activities. 
 
5.  In the event that a student is absent:  The absence policy in the 
Parent/Student handbook will be used in this classroom.  For all school 
sponsored or non-school sponsored (except for illness)  absences--assignments 
due before you leave unless instructed otherwise by Mr. Delkamiller.  School 
policy guidelines specify that the student’s course semester grade will be lowered 
by 3 percentage points if there are more than 10 non-school sponsored class 
absences per semester.  Students who are absent for any reason other than 
illness the day prior to a quiz or test will be required to take the quiz or test on the 
day it is scheduled. 
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Course Grading Procedure 
 
The following categories are used to evaluate the student’s academic 
performance in the Theology classroom: 
 
1.  Quizzes:  Most of these questions deal objectively with the essential content 
of the assigned readings, vocabulary words and classroom lectures.  They will 
always be unannounced except for the vocabulary quizzes.  Quizzes will count 
for 15% of the quarter grade.  
 
2.  Unit Tests:  These questions will deal objectively and subjectively with the 
content of the course.  Tests will always be announced and a study guide will be 
handed out prior to the test day.  Tests will count for 30% of the semester 
grade. 
 
3.  Reflection Writing:  This activity will give the student the opportunity to recall 
his/her life experiences and to explore those experiences in written form.  
Reflective writing will account for 20% of the semester grade. 
 
4.  Homework:  Written homework will be due on the date and time 
announced/written.  In the event of illness or family emergency and the student is 
absent, homework will be due by class time on the second day after she returns. 
Late homework will be accepted as follows:  Possibility of 80% credit if homework 
is turned in by the beginning of the next class block following the student’s 
scheduled iBlock; late homework will not be accepted after this time and the 
grade will be a zero.  In the event of illness and the student is absent the day that 
late homework is due, she may still turn in the homework on the day she returns 
to school.  This will be the responsibility of the student to turn in late homework . 
Reminders may or may not be given for this!  A mandatory iBlock will be 
scheduled for the student in the event that homework is not turned in on time. 
Most often the student will be assigned to iBlock the day after the homework was 
due. Homework will account for 25% of the semester grade. 
 
5.  Classroom participation:  This grade will reflect the student’s readiness for, 
and participation in, classroom discussion and activities.  The student’s spirit of 
respect for others and for the classroom learning environment will also be used 
as criteria in determining this grade.  Participation will account for 10% of the 
semester grade. 
 
*Final Test:  A final semester test will be required for all students. The final 
exam will be weighed approximately double the value of a regular test 
grade. 
 
 



Classroom expectations 
 
1.  You must be in the room when the bell rings, or you are tardy.  You 

will be given one discipline point for every 2nd tardy.  Discipline points 

will not be issued for unexcused tardies for the first block of the day. 

The main office issues the disciplinary point in this situation.  

 

2.  No food, candy, or drink (water is allowed in clear water bottles) is 

allowed in the room.  Gum is allowed.  

 

3.  Bring all necessary materials with you to class.  Your Class 

Participation grade will be affected if you need to leave the room to get 

these items.  

 

4.  No other “work”–other course work, school newspaper reading, 

“surfing the web”, etc.–is to done during class time, unless given 

permission.  

 

5.  If you are caught cheating on tests, quizzes or homework, Marian’s 

cheating policy will be put into effect, eg., 1st offense: 6 points, a zero 

on the work and parents are notified; 2nd offense: 8 points, a zero on 

the work, parents contacted and an academic integrity paper will be 

required; 3rd offense: possible suspension or expulsion along with the 

other consequences as outlined in the student handbook.  

 

6.  If a student has a question or wants to be heard she must raise her 

hand and wait to be called upon.  Whether Mr. DM or a student is 

speaking in the class everyone else is expected to be quiet and at least 

appear as though she is listening to the speaker.  

 

7.  Cell phones must be turned off and out of sight.  Disciplinary points 

will be assessed and the phone taken if they are being used without 

permission or if the phone tone/ringer is audible. 

 

8.  iPads or computer lids/covers must be closed when instructed. 

Headphones may be used if given permission.  iPads need to be fully 

charged and ready to use during class when instructed.  Notifications 

must be turned off (no “dinging”).  Students must always seek 

permission before taking pictures or video recording in class.  

 

9.  Any behavior that is disruptive to the learning environment will be 

subject to proper disciplinary action. 

 

10.  RESPECT EVERYONE AND EVERYTHING! 

 



 

Materials for class 

 

1. St. Mary’s Press: World Religions: A Voyage of Discovery; 4th 

ed.; available on ibooks. 

2. Novel: “Siddhartha”; Hermann Hesse & Hilda Rosner; 2010; 

available on ibooks 

3. Foundations of Catholic Social Teaching, Living as a Disciple of 

Christ; Ave Maria Press, 2015; available on ibooks. 

4. Notebook, college-ruled and perforated (preferably) 

 

 

Course Objectives 

 

The first semester is entitled: “World Religions” The purpose of this 

course is to help students understand the manner in which the Catholic 

Church relates to other religions of the world as well as to other 

Christian denominations. This course is intended to help students 

recognize the ways in which important spiritual truths are expressed in 

non-Christian religions, and to explore how various Christian religions 

live out the call to discipleship in Christ. The course is also intended to 

help the students recognize and articulate the ways in which other 

systems of belief and practice differ from the Catholic faith. 

 

The second semester is entitled: “Living as a Disciple of Jesus Christ in 

Society.” The purpose of this course is to introduce students to the 

Church’s social teaching. In this course, students will learn how 

Christ’s concern for others, especially the poor and those in need, is 

present today in the Church’s social teaching and mission. Students 

will not only analyze societal structures and policies from this 

perspective, but also be an active participant in the deepest needs of 

our community. Students will examine their own beliefs and values as 

they work for a more just society that is founded upon the Gospel of 

Jesus Christ. 

 

 

 

  

Communications Policy 

 

In keeping with the tradition of developing confident, independent, 

thinking leaders, students who have a question or concern about their 

class or grade should first talk to the treacher.  If they are unable to 

reach a consensus, the student should then involve her guidance 



counselor, who will assist with her self-advocacy.  If an issue remains 

unresolved, the teacher, parent(s) and student will meet.  If 

consensus is not achieved once the aforementioned communication 

steps have been taken, the parent(s) should contact the Principal. 


