
311 CP American History 
Mr. Chris Dziadus Cdziadus@omahamarian.org Room 317 402-571-2618 x6221 

Availability: Block D and E and after school until 3:30PM everyday.  
Homework: Posted to eBackpack and on the whiteboard. 

Course Description 
American History is more than memorizing a series of important battles or listing the 45 presidents.  It is a study of the 
major events, people, movements, and attitudes of America through the investigation of various themes in American 
History.  Along the way we will uncover the meaning of the “American dream” and how that changes over time, evaluate 
racial tensions and anxiety, analyze catastrophic destruction and miraculous recovery, and master research and 
presentation skills.  The first semester will begin with the American Revolution and end at WWI; the second semester will 
begin with the interwar period and end in the present. Students in the course will be required to complete homework, 
projects, read the textbook and various other reading materials, and compose a 3-5 page historical interpretation paper.  
 
Goals 
The student will accomplish the following goals (excerpts from NE Social Studies Standards): 
SS 12.4.1 (US) Students will analyze how major past and current US events are chronologically connected, and evaluate 
their impact(s) upon one another. 
SS 12.4.2 (US) Students will analyze and evaluate the impact of people, events, ideas, and symbols upon US history 
using multiple types of sources. 
SS 12.4.3 (US) Students will analyze and evaluate historical and current events from multiple perspectives. 
SS 12.4.4 (US) Students will identify and evaluate the effects of past, current, and potential future events, issues, and 
problems. 
SS 12.4.5 (US) Students will develop historical research skills. 
 
Supplies 
Everyday you should come to class with the following items: 

iPad, fully charged + earphones 
Prentice Hall United States History (print or digital version- through iBooks) 
Pens/pencils, notebook  
Completed homework 

 
CLASSROOM EXPECTATIONS 

● Be on time to class – be seated in assigned seat when the bell rings.  If you need to use the restroom before 
class, leave your notebook on your desk and go (no need to ask). 

● Place all backpacks on the bookshelf in the back of the classroom. 
● Bring materials to class every day. I-pads need to be adequately charged. 
● Complete homework on time.  Failure to do so will result in i-Block that day. 
● Listen attentively and participate in class activities; do not work on other assignments.. 
● Take notes during teacher presentations in your notebook. 
● Treat other students and their property with respect. 
● No eating or chewing gum in class; only water in a clear bottle will be allowed.  
● No use of cell phones during class – a cell phone cannot be used in place of your ipad. Make sure your phone if 

off at the start of class. 
● Comply with the school’s dress code every day. 

 
HOMEWORK  
All homework assignments with due dates and times will be posted on eBackpack.  Most homework will consist of 
reading and taking notes.  Time will be spent in class at the start of the school year preparing students in reading and 
note-taking strategies.  Short writing assignments and projects will also be assigned. Students not completing their 
homework on time will need to complete it after school that day in i-Block and submit the work the following day. If 
homework is not completed by then, a zero on the assignment will result.  All students are expected to turn in their 
homework on the day and time it is due. Any student who does not turn in a homework assignment on time will be 
assigned an after-school study hall, by the teacher, on that same day to make up the assignment.  Study hall will meet 



every day, Monday through Friday, for 35 minutes after school. If the student is assigned, attendance is mandatory. 
Unexcused absences will result in disciplinary action as does any unexcused absence from class. 
 
QUIZZES AND TESTS 

● Quizzes: An average of 2 quizzes will be given each week to check reading and notes completion.  
● Chapter Tests:  Tests will be given on average every 1-2 weeks and will be based on chapter readings, student notes 

and class lessons.  A study guide, vocabulary list and other study resources will be provided prior to the tests.  
● Semester Exams: Cumulative exams will be given at the end of each semester and are worth about 15% of the 

semester grade. The week prior to the exam will be spent preparing for it and study resources will be provided. 
● Participation: Participation points will be earned by actively participating in this course.  Bellwork, classwork and 

active participation in discussions and group activities will earn points toward this grade. 
 
ABSENCE POLICY AND MAKE-UP WORK: 
The absence policy in the Parent/Student handbook will be used in this classroom. The policy is listed in Section 6.3 of 
the handbook. 
● Homework and Daily Assignments:  If absent, it is your responsibility to look up missed assignments on eBackpack 

and complete them within two class periods from the day you return to class. All missed assignments must be 
submitted with a Missing Assignment Slip. Failure to follow this procedure will result in a zero for that assignment.  

● Quizzes and Tests: If you miss a quiz or test, you will need to submit a Missing Assignment Slip within two days of 
returning to school indicating the time you will come in to take it.   Failure to do this may result in a zero for a daily quiz 
and/or a reduction in test grade.  In the event of a planned absence, a Missing Assignment Slip should be completed 
and scheduled quizzes and tests must be taken before you leave. 

● Projects:  If absent on a project’s due date, efforts should still be made to submit it on time (most projects will be 
submitted electronically).  If not possible due to illness or similar unplanned circumstances, you will need to discuss 
available options with Mr. Dziadus upon your return.  

** In the event of extended illness or longer medical absence, additional time for make-up work can be arranged 
with Mr. Dziadus. 
 
Evaluation 
Points are assigned for each assignment; quarter and semester grades are given as percentages. If you miss a test, it 
must be made up within one week of the date it was originally given. It is the student’s responsibility to set up a time to 
take makeup tests with the teacher. After one week, the student will have a permanent 0 in the gradebook for the test.  
Grading Scale 

A         94-100 B+ 
90-92 

C+ 82-84 D+ 74-76 F 0-69 

A- 
    93 

B 87-89 C 79-81 D  
71-73 

I 
Incomplete 

 B- 85-86 C- 77-78 D-      70  

Grades will be updated regularly on the PowerSchool management system.  
 
ACADEMIC DISHONESTY 
Academic dishonesty of any type is not tolerated. Cheating during a quiz or exam will result in an automatic zero and the 
issuance of six disciplinary points (as outlined in the Student/Parent Handbook Section 4.2). Plagiarism (copying someone 
else’s work that is not your own) is a serious offence. Any work that is not the student’s own or is not in their own words 
will result in a zero.  
 
COMMUNICATION POLICY 
In keeping with the tradition of developing confident, independent, thinking leaders, students who have a question or 
concern about their class or grade should first talk to the teacher. If they are unable to reach a consensus, the student 
should then involve her guidance counselor, who will assist in her self-advocacy. If an issue remains unresolved, the 
teacher, parent(s) and student will meet. If consensus is not achieved once these communication steps have been taken, 
the parent(s) should contact the Principal. 
 
iPad Policy 
The iPad will be used frequently in this classroom. It is vital for the student to come to class prepared with a fully charged, 



synced, and updated device. Once the bell rings, signaling the beginning of the block, students should only be using their 
iPad for American History class work. If a student is engaging in non-class or non-school related iPad usage during the 
class block, she will receive 2 disciplinary points. When the iPad is not required for a class activity, it should be stored on 
the floor on in a backpack.  

iPad Responsibilities 
Students will… 

★ Maintain an academic environment at all times.  No games, no messaging, shopping, etc. 
★ Keep the iPad on the desk, with the cover closed, at the start of every class.  They will not open the iPad unless instructed by the teacher. 
★ Ensure their iPad is fully charged at the start of the school day. 
★ Sync their iPad regularly. 
★ Keep the operating system and apps up to date. 
★ Have the volume of their iPad muted unless otherwise requested by the teacher and use earphones when listening to personalized audio. 
★ Turn off notifications for non-school apps 
★ Not have iPads, Smartwatches or fitness trackers out during tests or quizzes.  Failure to remove those items will result in disciplinary action. 
★ Have non-school apps closed during class. 
★ “Sleep” the iPad when the teacher is addressing the class or group; this means the teacher knows that he or she has your attention. 
★ Not share their passwords or passcode with another person. 
★ Not use another person’s iPad without the owner’s permission. 
★ Always seek permission before taking a photo, video, or audio recording of someone, including your teachers; any changes made after the 

initial recording should also be approved by the people involved. 
★ Follow all teacher directions regarding iPad use and digital citizenship. 
★ Know that all iPad infractions are a minimum of 2 points 

 
Tips to be successful in this class 

★ Ask questions for clarification in class  
★ Read the assigned readings 
★ Complete your homework on time 
★ Take good notes 
★ Review your notes every night 
★ Begin studying for tests at least 3 days in advance 
★ Make comprehensive study guides, collaborate with a partner, use online tools to study 


