
Honors Chemistry 410 
Instructor:  Mr. Miller 
Room:  112 
Phone: 402-571-2618 ext. 6111 
Email: nmiller@omahamarian.org  
Available Blocks:  A and H  
Before/After School Hours:  7:25-7:45 and 3:10-3:30  (also by appointment) 
Homework Location: Ebackpack 
Required Materials: Pencil/Pen, Lab notebook (for lab reports), Modern Chemistry textbook, 
iPad, Lab goggles, Notebook (for notes), Organizational strategy (binder, folder, paperclips, etc) 
 
Course Objectives  

After finishing this course, you will understand the arrangement of the periodic table, be 
able to describe different types of chemical reactions, calculate the amount of product formed 
during a chemical reaction, and more. More specific course objectives are listed in the Learning 
Objective Chart you will receive electronically. 
 
Class Expectations 
I believe that you are capable of doing well in my class as well as your other classes. I know you 
will not necessarily become a science major in college, but there are many important skills you 
will learn in science class that extend beyond Room 112. However, it takes effort, hard work, 
and time in order to build new skills or make old ones stronger. I want to hear your questions 
when you are unsure about something, and this is especially true when we are doing a lab. You 
are capable of more than you think you are!  
 
Since this is an Honors course I will have higher expectations for you - short answers will 
require explanation and you will be expected to always show your work. You will be expected to 
read and follow lab procedures in a safe manner. 
 
Absence Policy 
When possible, please let Mr. Miller know about a pre-arranged absence. This is especially 
important if you are going to a miss a day with a lab or activity. You will have two days to 
complete missed assignments (not including labs and tests) for every one day absent.. Tests and 
labs must be made up within one week of returning to school. In some cases there may be 
alternative requirements - just talk to me if you would like to request more time. The absence 
policy in the Parent/Student handbook will be used in this classroom. The policy is listed in 
Section 6.3 of the handbook. 
 
Tardy Policy 
When class time is missed, important information and discussions are also missed. Students must 
make every effort to be on time to class. Discipline points will be given when students are tardy 
to class. In the case of an excused tardy, try to let me (Mr. Miller) or another student in class 
know that you will be late. 
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Grading Policy 
The semester grade will be made up of all points accumulated throughout the semester.  Points 
will be acquired through homework, presentations, labs, quizzes and tests. 
 
Assignments need to be turned in on time to receive full credit. I will accept late work but there 
will be a deduction to the grade depending on how late the assignment is turned in. Failing to 
complete homework on time will result in the student attending the mandatory after school 
iBlock. If you are required to attend the after school iBlock you will stay for the entire time and 
must be on task the entire time. 
 
Students absent on the day of a test must take the test within 1 week of the day you return to 
school after the absence. Makeup tests can be taken during the school day or before/after school. 
Makeup tests may not be identical to tests given in class in order to prevent cheating.  

 
Class attendance, participation and effort will be evaluated before a final point total is assigned. 
Grades will be given based on what percentage of the total points you have earned and will be 
determined using the grading scale of Marian High School. 
 
 

A      94-100            4.5 
B+    90-92              4.0 
B-     85-85              3.5 
C      79-81              2.5 
D+    74-76             2.0 
D-     70                  1.5 

A-      93                        4.5 
B       87-89                   3.5 
C+     82-84                   3.0 
C-      77-78                   2.5 
D       71-73                   1.5 
F        69 or below         0.0 

 
Weekly quizzes will be graded on a 1-4 scale based on your work and answers and how well you 
demonstrate your knowledge on the learning objectives stated on the quiz. You will be required 
to keep track of your score for each objective and I will provide class time for this. By keeping 
track of your scores over the semester/year you will be able to see what you have already 
learned, what you may need to practice more, and what else we have to learn. I know it will take 
some getting used to, so I would appreciate your patience with this, and please let me know if 
you have any questions! 
 
Homework Policy 
Class time will be given for all assignments, but it is up to you to use your class time effectively. 
The amount of homework outside of class will depend on your effort and time management 
during class (and study hall). Homework is assigned to increase learning and choosing not to do 
this work will result in significantly less learning as well as a lower grade.  Every effort should 
be made to ensure that all work is completed and turned in on time. Failing to complete 
homework on time while result in the student attending the mandatory afterschool iBlock. The 
only exception to this is if prior arrangements have been made. 

 



 
 

Cheating 
DO NOT CHEAT! This includes any type of plagiarism, letting someone “borrow” (AKA 
copy) your work, sharing screenshots of tests or other assignments, or discussing a test with a 
classmate in another block. Many times I will allow and/or encourage you to work with a partner 
or two, and when this happens I still expect each person to do their own work. You can help each 
other figure out answers but do not divide the work so that each person only does a small part 
and you all share answers. 
 
This year the cheating policy has changed and you will hear the full details from your Theology 
teacher. In summary, if you are caught cheating, a "0" will be given for the assignment and you 
will receive 6 discipline points the first time and 8 points the second time. This applies to 
everyone involved. Cheating is NEVER an acceptable substitute for effort and honesty. If you 
are confused about an assignment just send me and email with your question(s). Even if I don’t 
answer it right away, I will see that you made the effort to complete the assignment I will help 
you! 
 
Whenever a student desires to recycle a product or assignment from a previous course and 
wishes to use it to fulfill a new assignment in a different course, there are at least these two 
conditions that must apply: First, the student must be forthcoming about the reuse and seek 
advance approval from one or more instructors. Second, as a general rule, the product cannot be 
simply reused but must be extended significantly beyond its original form, and the nature of that 
extension must be fully communicated to and approved by the instructor(s). 
 
Communication Policy 
In keeping with the tradition of developing confident, independent, thinking leaders inspired by 
faith, students who have a question or concern about their class or grade should first talk to the 
teacher. If they are unable to reach a consensus, the student should then involve her guidance 
counselor, who will assist in her self-advocacy. If an issue remains unresolved, the teacher, 
parent(s) and student will meet. If consensus is not achieved once the aforementioned 
communication steps have been taken, the parent(s) should contact the Principal. 
 
iPad Policy 
You will be expected to have your iPad in class and use it for most homework assignments and 
lab instructions. It is important that you are not off-task on your iPad during class (you will miss 
information) or during a lab (you may get burned, spill something, have something catch on fire, 
or any number of other safety hazards). For this class and all others, the iPad policy found in the 
student handbook will be followed: 
 
Students will... 

● Maintain an academic environment at all times. No games, no messaging, shopping, etc. 
● Keep the iPad on the desk, with the cover closed, at the start of every class. They will not 

open the iPad unless instructed by the teacher. 
● Ensure their iPad is fully charged at the start of the school day. 



● Sync their iPad regularly. 
● Keep the operating system and apps up to date. 
● Have the volume of their iPad muted unless otherwise requested by the teacher and use 

earphones when listening to personalized audio. 
● Turn off notifications for non-school apps 
● Not have iPads, Smart watches or fitness trackers out during tests or quizzes. Failure to 

remove those items will result in disciplinary action. 
● Have non-school apps closed during class. 
● “Sleep” the iPad when the teacher is addressing the class or group; this means the teacher 

knows that he or she has your attention. 
● Not share their passwords or passcode with another person. 
● Not use another person’s iPad without the owner’s permission. 
● Always seek permission before taking a photo, video, or audio recording of someone, 

including your teachers; any changes made after the initial recording should also be 
approved by the people involved. 

● Follow all teacher directions regarding iPad use and digital citizenship. 
● Know that all iPad infractions are a minimum of 2 points 
● NOT download a VPN to their iPad. 

 
 
Final Note 
Finally, while these are the initial plans for this course, please keep in mind that things may 
change as the year progresses. I will make every effort to inform you of any changes to the 
course throughout the year, and if you have questions, suggestions, or comments about 
anything in class you can always ask or send me an email. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Syllabus template provided by Mrs. Genoways 


