
323 CP U.S. Government and Politics 
Mrs. Jillian Roger jroger@omahamarian.org Room 319 402-571-2618 x6249 

Availability: Block A, C and F and after school until 3:30PM everyday.  
Homework: Posted to eBackpack and on whiteboard in classroom.  

Course Description 
This course presents to the students a basic understanding of the workings of the U.S. political system based on the Constitution, the 
three branches of government, and local political institutions. In U.S. Government and Politics we will attempt to understand the 
American political system by focusing on five main units of study: The Constitution, Political Culture, The Political Process, Political 
Institutions, and Civil Rights and Liberties. All students will write a term paper for this class. Additionally, students are required to 
complete 1 “Government Hour” by viewing or participating in government activities in the Omaha community.  
Objectives 
Students will be able to: 

★ Analyze and evaluate the foundation, structures, and functions of the United States constitutional government as well as 
local, state and international government. 

★ Engage in appropriate civic participation to address local, state, national, or global issues and policies. 
★ Develop reading, research, argumentation, and writing skills 

Supplies 
Everyday you should come to class with the following items: 

★ iPad, fully charged + earphones 
★ Magruder’s American Government (print or digital version)    ISBN: 9780133241686 © 2013 
★ Pens/pencils, notebook  
★ Completed homework 

Attendance/Tardy Policy 
I expect all students who are in school to be in my class on time. Arriving late to class is disruptive to not only yourself, but also to the 
rest of the class.  As a result, one disciplinary point will be issues for every two unexcused tardies. If you happen to miss my class 
(appointment, illness, etc.) you are responsible for making up the notes and activities you missed.  The absence policy in the 
Student/Parent handbook will be used in this classroom.  The policy is listed in Section 6.3 of the handbook. 
Homework Policy 

★ Homework is due at the beginning of the next class meeting, unless otherwise stated.  Homework includes all reading 
assignments (whether in your textbook or a handout), worksheets, projects, and online assignments.  Occasionally there may 
be a short reading quiz the day after reading is assigned to check for understanding. 

★ Late work will not be accepted after one week. There will be a penalty for each day the assignment is late up to one week. 
After that point, the assignment becomes a 0 in the gradebook.  

★ Long term projects are due on the assigned date. If you are absent for any reason, you should plan to turn the work in early. If 
you are ill on a due date, the project should be submitted electronically. 

★ Homework will be posted on eBackpack.  You are responsible for checking to ensure your homework is completed on time. 
iBlock  

★ All students are expected to turn in their homework on the day and time it is due. Any student who does not turn in a 
homework assignment on time will be assigned an after-school study hall (iBlock), by the teacher, on that same day to make 
up the assignment. 

★ iBlock will meet every day, Monday through Friday, for 35 minutes after school. If the student is assigned, attendance is 
mandatory. Unexcused absences will result in disciplinary action as does any unexcused absence from class. 

★ Teachers will use their discretion in cases where there is a legitimate reason for missing a homework assignment. 
★ The Teacher will alert the student that she has iBlock via email. It is your responsibility to check your email before you leave 

the building at the end of the day.  
★ Missing a ride, athletic practice, or work responsibilities are not excuses to be absent from iBlock. The student should 

consider this ahead of time and face the consequences. 
★ A student on work study must attend iBlock and make up their work study after the iBlock period. 
★ A student must do school work and remain for the full period. If the student has finished the missing assignment, during an 

earlier study hall, she must work on something else. 
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Evaluation 
Points are assigned for each assignment; quarter and semester grades are given as percentages. If you miss a test, it must be made up 
within one week of the date it was originally given. It is the student’s responsibility to set up a time to take makeup tests with the 
teacher. After one week, the student will have a permanent 0 in the gradebook for the test.  
Grading Scale 

A         94-100 B+          90-92 C+ 82-84 D+ 74-76 F 0-69 

A-     93 B 87-89 C 79-81 D  71-73 I   Incomplete 

 B- 85-86 C- 77-78 D-      70  

Grades will be updated regularly on the PowerSchool management system.  If you have a dispute over a grade, it must be addressed to 
the teacher within one week of the grade’s posting.  
Academic Integrity 
You must do your own work.  Do not copy the work of others (a classmate, an internet site, or book).  This is called PLAGIARISM or 
cheating.  The consequences for violating the Academic Integrity policy are outlined in the handbook, Section 4.2 and include 
receiving a 0 on the assignment/test/project, parent notification, and 6 disciplinary points. Consequences increase with subsequent 
cheating incidents.  
Communication Policy 
In keeping with the tradition of developing confident, independent, thinking leaders, students who have a question or concern about 
their class or grade should first talk to the teacher.  If they are unable to reach a consensus, the student should then involve her 
guidance counselor, who will assist in her self-advocacy.  If an issue remains unresolved, the teacher, parent(s) and student will meet. 
If consensus is not achieved once the aforementioned communication steps have been taken, the parent(s) should contact the 
principal. 
Any email communication will not be answered after 7:00PM and before 7:00AM.  
iPad Policy 
The iPad will be used frequently in this classroom. It is vital for the student to come to class prepared with a fully charged, synced, 
and updated device. Once the bell rings, signaling the beginning of the block, students should only be using their iPad for U.S. 
Government class work. If a student is engaging in non-class or non-school related iPad usage during the class block, she will receive 
2 disciplinary points. When the iPad is not required for a class activity, it should be stored on the floor on in a backpack.  

NO FOOD OR COFFEE IN THE CLASSROOM 

iPad Responsibilities 
Students will… 

★ Maintain an academic environment at all times.  No games, no messaging, shopping, etc. 
★ Keep the iPad on the desk, with the cover closed, at the start of every class.  They will not open the iPad unless instructed by the teacher. 
★ Ensure their iPad is fully charged at the start of the school day. 
★ Sync their iPad regularly. 
★ Keep the operating system and apps up to date. 
★ Have the volume of their iPad muted unless otherwise requested by the teacher and use earphones when listening to personalized audio. 
★ Turn off notifications for non-school apps 
★ Not have iPads, Smartwatches or fitness trackers out during tests or quizzes.  Failure to remove those items will result in disciplinary 

action. 
★ Have non-school apps closed during class. 
★ “Sleep” the iPad when the teacher is addressing the class or group; this means the teacher knows that he or she has your attention. 
★ Not share their passwords or passcode with another person. 
★ Not use another person’s iPad without the owner’s permission. 
★ Always seek permission before taking a photo, video, or audio recording of someone, including your teachers; any changes made after 

the initial recording should also be approved by the people involved. 
★ Follow all teacher directions regarding iPad use and digital citizenship. 
★ Know that all iPad infractions are a minimum of 2 points 
★ NOT Download a VPN to the iPad 
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 Tips to be successful in this class 
★ Ask questions for clarification in class  
★ Read the assigned readings 
★ Complete your homework on time 
★ Take good notes 
★ Review your notes every night 
★ Begin studying for tests at least 3 days in advance 
★ Make comprehensive study guides, collaborate with a partner, use online tools to study 
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