
Syllabus for Mandarin I I  2018-2019 
	
Course Number:        571.2 
Course Name:            Mandarin II 
Instructor:                  Rachel Li 
Email Address:          rli@omahamarian.org (This is the best way to contact me) 
Phone Number:          5712879792 (cell) 

Room Number:      Block A 316 

Available Time:      half an hour after Mandarin class in library except 
                                     afternoon block day 
Homework:            All homework is posted on eBackpack 

 
Course Description 
This course is the introduction to Chinese language and culture. The four language 
skills (listening, speaking, reading and writing) are developed as students actively 
engage in guided conversations, participate in online activities and write using 
familiar vocabulary and structures. The geography of China and cultural 
information about daily life and social customs are integrated into the curriculum. 
 
Instructional Philosophy  
As the relationship between America and China goes towards positive directions, 
Chinese has become a wise choice for high school students to improve their 
language competence and culture-awareness. Learning Chinese is unlike learning 
any other language, in terms of its writing system, and allows students to see how 
much diversity exists. Meanwhile, there are many opportunities for students 
choosing Chinese, ranging from language fairs at UNL to scholarships for both 
bachelor’s degree and master’s degree offered by some key universities in China, 
which cover all expenses except international travelling fees. I hope to encourage 
in all my second year students a passion for the Chinese language and culture by 
introducing them to the fundamentals of spoken and written Chinese and the 
richness of different aspects of Chinese culture. 
 
Course Objectives and Teaching Methods  
In Mandarin II, we will use the same objectives as those put forth by the American 
Council on the Teaching of Foreign Languages (ACTFL).  



• Communicate in languages other than English (Mandarin)  
• Gain knowledge and understanding of other cultures  
• Connect with other disciplines and acquire information  
• Gain insight into the nature of language and culture  
• Participate in multilingual communities at home (in school) and around the 

world 
 
Required Material 

• Integrated Chinese Level 1 Part 1  
• Integrated Chinese Level 1 Part 1 Workbook 
• Free apps installed: Quizlet, Kahoot, Whiteboard etc. 

Course Expectations 
• Participate fully in all classroom activities.  Students should be willing to 

work with all their classmates and engage to the best of their ability. 
• Practice Chinese characters and vocabulary outside of class for a 

minimum of 10-15 minutes every day. 
• Contact the instructor before any excused absence for missed work or 

schedule a time outside class to meet with the instructor to make up work 
for unexcused or unexpected absences. 

• Prepare for all assigned assessments by completing in-class reviews and 
studying independently outside of class. 

Classroom Policies 
 

• Be courteous & attentive. - No sleeping, working on assignments for other 
classes, playing on your iPad or other behavior that would be considered 
rude.  
 

• Class begins immediately. Please take the time before the bells rings to make 
sure iPad notifications are turned off. If you need to use the restroom, leave 
your backpack at your assigned seat and take care of business. 
 

• There is absolutely no food allowed in class. Water in clear bottles is 
welcome - no open containers or food allowed. 
 

• You must fully participate – you will need to have your materials with you 
every day (this means the iPad must be charged). Failure to do this will 



result in a lowered grade. Actively pursue questions in French. No student 
can expect to learn a language by just listening or reading. 
 

• I dismiss you, not the bell. Do not leave your seat to gather at the door at the 
conclusion of class. Please make sure all materials are put away, trash is 
thrown away and your chair is pushed in. 
 
 

After School Homework Study Hall 
 

All students are expected to turn in their homework on the day and time it 
is due.  
Any student who does not turn in a homework assignment on time will 
be assigned an after-school study hall, by the teacher, on that same day to 
make up the assignment. 
 
• Study hall will meet every day, Monday through Friday, for 35 

minutes after school. If the student is assigned, attendance is 
mandatory. Unexcused absences will result in disciplinary action as 
does any unexcused absence from class.  

• Teachers will use their discretion in cases where there is a legitimate 
reason for  
missing a homework assignment. 

• Missing a ride, athletic practice, or work responsibilities are not 
excuses to be absent from an afterschool study hall. The student 
should consider this ahead of time and face the consequences. 

• A student on work study must attend the study hall and make up their 
work study after the study hall period.  

• A student must do school work and remain for the full period. If the 
student has finished the missing assignment, during an earlier study 
hall, she must work on something else. 

• A report with excessive after school study hall time will be sent to 
parents following each quarter. 

 
iPad Responsibilities: 
 

 Students will… 
 



• Maintain an academic environment at all times.  No games, no messaging, 
shopping, etc. 

• Keep the iPad on the desk, with the cover closed, at the start of every class.  
They will not open the iPad unless instructed by the teacher. 

• Ensure their iPad is fully charged at the start of the school day. 
• Sync their iPad regularly. 
• Keep the operating system and apps up to date. 
• Have the volume of their iPad muted unless otherwise requested by the 

teacher and use earphones when listening to personalized audio. 
• Turn off notifications for non-school apps. 
• No iPads or other electronics out during tests or quizzes. 
• Have non-school apps closed during class. 
• “Sleep” the iPad when the teacher is addressing the class or group; this 

means the teacher knows that he or she has your attention. 
• Not share their passwords or passcode with another person. 
• Not use another person’s iPad without the owner’s permission. 
• Always seek permission before taking a photo, video, or audio recording of 

someone, including your teachers; any changes made after the initial 
recording should be approved by the people involved. 

• Follow all teacher directions regarding iPad use and digital citizenship. 
• Know that all iPad infractions are a minimum of two points. 

 
Absence & Tardy Policy 
The absence policy in the Parent/Student handbook will be used in this classroom.  
The policy is listed in Section 6.3 of the handbook. Every two tardies to a class 
will result in one discipline point. 

Homework Policy 
 

• Daily homework is considered late if it not turned in before the 
beginning of class.  For eBackpack assignments, this means that the 
work is submitted prior to the start of class.  For paper assignments, 
the work will be turned in immediately at the beginning of class. 

• If daily work is not turned in prior to class, it will be counted late, and 
the student has one day to turn it in for half credit.  After this, no 
credit will be given. 

• Longer assignments will be downgraded one letter day for each day it 
is late. 



• Failing to complete homework on time will result in the student 
attending the mandatory afterschool iBlock 

 
Grading Policy 
Student's grades are calculated using a “Total Points” system. Points will be 
awarded for the following:  	

Participation 
Homework 
Projects 
Quizzes 
Unit Tests 
Final exam 
 

Communications policy 
In keeping with the tradition of developing confident, independent, thinking 
leaders, students who have a question or concern about their class or grade should 
first talk to the teacher.  If they are unable to reach a consensus, the student should 
then involve her guidance counselor, who will assist in her self-advocacy.  If an 
issue remains unresolved, the teacher, parent(s) and student will meet.   If 
consensus is not achieved once the aforementioned communication steps have 
been taken, the parent(s) should contact the Principal. 

 
 


