
 

 

Pottery II Syllabus 
Mrs. Ashley Bauer 

Marian High School 
Room 309 

ashleybauer@omahamarian.org 
(402) 571- 2618 x6222 

 
Teacher Availability 

School Day Morning Afternoon Plan Blocks 

Monday - Friday 7:30am - 7:50am 3:10pm - 3:25pm F 
 

*Please check to make sure the art studio is open before working. Sign is located outside the main door. 
 

Homework  
All homework and project assignments will be posted to Canvas. 

 
Course Description 

 
This visual arts program offers students comprehensive art experiences with detailed 
explorations in the classics, which includes, but is not limited to painting, glazing, drawing, 
ceramics, sculpture, throwing, and crafts. In addition to gaining confidence and proficiency 
working with a variety of mediums, students will learn about the history, analysis, and 
interpretation of art. 

 
Teaching Methodology 

 
Art in school is both a body of knowledge and a series of activities. Fundamentally, learning in art 
has four major components. The goal of art education is the development of these areas:  

 
* by making art (art production); 
* by responding to and making judgments about the properties and qualities that exist in 

visual forms (art criticism); 
* by acquiring knowledge about the contributions artists and art make to culture 

and society (art history); 
* by understanding the nature, meaning and value of art (aesthetics) 

 
Course Objectives 

 
* Explore clay through a variety of building methods and glaze applications 
* Discover art concepts and terms through art criticism and art production 
* Develop an appreciation of art history through artists and their works 
* Apply aesthetic judgment when viewing art 
* Develop self-expression by drawing upon personal experience and background 

knowledge 
* Critically assess the effectiveness of a work of art 
* Identify and apply Elements of Art and Principles of Design within a work of art 
* Recognize and evaluate strengths/areas for improvement by discussing progress with 

teacher



 
Classroom Guidelines for Success 

 
In addition to the school-wide discipline procedures, a set of class guidelines for success and consequences 
has been established and will be maintained. The following is a list of the class guidelines for success and 
consequences in Mrs. Bauer’s Art room:  

 
1. Be prepared for class each day – You MUST have your sketchbook, pencil, worksheets, homework 

or handouts & any given materials in class each day.  
 

2. Be to class on time! Any tardy after two will result in continual discipline points. 
 

3. Read the white board first thing when you come in. Do not ask what we are doing today, I promise 
you will find out soon enough.  
 

4. Place backpacks in appropriate location and only have iPad if noted on whiteboard. Points will be 
issued for any backpacks placed on the floor or iPads out when permission was not granted.  
 

5. Take attendance for your table asap so we can start class immediately.  
 

6. Listen and follow directions – If something is not clear to you or you are confused PLEASE ask your 
table before you ask me. I hear “Mrs. Bauer” a million times a day… it really helps me out if you ask 
your tablemates first. J  

 
7. R-E-S-P-E-C-T your teacher, your peers, equipment and furnishings in the art room. Get 

permission to use other’s materials or handle another person’s work. Look with your eyes, not 
your hands! 

 
8. NO FOOD and only WATER in clear plastic containers with a lid. This is a school wide policy and points 

will be issued immediately.  
 

9. Be honest and accountable for your actions. (Appropriate use of iPads and cell phones) 
 

10. Use your time wisely – stay on task and work towards project and assignment objectives. Points can 
and will be deducted from overall final project grade if you are not using your time in class 
appropriately.  

 
11. Work quietly – use appropriate language and have appropriate conversations with your table.  

 
12. Be responsible for work area and tools – Use all tools safely and properly; clean up after 

yourself! (SIX other people use “your” space in a day!) 
a. Push in your chair 
b. Wipe down table area 
c. Close cupboard doors 
d. Put ALL materials away in appropriate places 
e. DON’T leave materials in sink or at assigned seat 

 
13. Ear Buds & Personal Music: Ear buds and personal music are NOT ALLOWED for Pottery, 

Sculpture & Art 1 courses. Permission must be given for Honors Courses to use ear buds. Students 
may not watch movies, televisions show etc. during work time.  
 

14. Have a positive attitude!  
 

15. Brain Break Table: This table is available for all students struggling with creative and critical thinking, 
problem solving or sketchbook worktime. All items must be returned at the end of class. Permission must 
be given for “Brain Break” Drawer activities from the teacher. Drawer activities are only allowed when all 
classroom work is completed by the student and meets all standards and expectations. Brain Breaks are 
a privilege, violating, destroying or abusing this table will result in discipline points and lost privilege of the 
table for the student or students. 
 

16. New! Please do not use connecting doors to other art room unless permission is given. This is a 
disruption to the learning environment and disrespectful to the other teacher’s class time. Points will be 
issued immediately.  

 



  Restroom Policy 
 
If you have to GO, you have to GO! However, you may not leave or ask during lectures, demos or the 
first and last 5 minutes of class. Please keep your time and uses to a minimum. Only ONE student 
may use the restroom at a time. Students must sign out and the restroom “Pass” must be placed at 
assigned seat. Discipline points will be issued for any misuse.  

 
Assessment & Grading 

 
Assessment is the process of judging in terms of criteria. Assessment is an integral part of expected 
learning outcomes. Criteria or objectives are expected outcomes and observable evidence of learning. 
The main purpose of assessment should be to improve teaching and learning and to measure student’s 
progress. Evaluation of each student will be by the following methods. Students are given a grading 
rubric at the beginning of some ‘Formative’ and all ‘Final’ projects. These rubrics list all of the criteria 
that the students will be evaluated on, and the point values for each category. Rubrics and question 
sheets MUST be turned in at the time projects are due. Failure to do so will result in a drop of one letter 
grade. 
 

% of Overall Grade Grading 
Scale 

Homework - 10 pts 100 - 93 = A 

Sketchbook - 20 pts 92 - 85 = B 

Formative Projects - 50 pts 84 - 77 = C 

Final Projects - 100 pts 76 - 69 = D 

Extra Credit - Given at discretion of teacher Below 69 = F 
 
 

Sketchbook Assignments- (20pts) Creative topics and or observations will be given to stimulate 
your mind and express yourself in drawing and sometimes writing. Sketches will be graded as 
follows: 

 
Sketchbook Above & 

Beyond 
Excellent Good Average Needs Improvement 

Or Incomplete 

Criteria- Responded to topic in a 
thoughtful, thorough manner that 
demonstrates creative and 
expressive thinking. 

10 9 8 - 7 6 - 4 3 - 0 

 
 
Due Date & Late Policy 
 
iBLOCK- After School Study Hall: All students are expected to turn in their homework on the day and time it 
is due.  Any student who does not turn in a homework assignment on time will be assigned an after-school study 
hall, by the teacher, on that same day to make up the assignment. 
 
• Study hall will meet every day, Monday through Friday, for 35 minutes after school. If the student is assigned, 
attendance is mandatory. Unexcused absences will result in disciplinary action as does any unexcused absence 
from class. 

• Teachers will use their discretion in cases where there is a legitimate reason for missing a homework 
assignment. 

• Missing a ride, athletic practice, or work responsibilities are not excuses to be absent from an after-school 
study hall. The student should consider this ahead of time and face the consequences. 

• A student on work study must attend the study hall and make up their work study after the study hall period. 

• A student must do school work and remain for the full period. If the student has finished the missing 
assignment, during an earlier study hall, she must work on something else. 

 
FINAL PROJECTS (100 pts): Due dates for final projects are set at the discretion of the teacher. The 



classroom due date is the time all work in class will be STOPPED; students will then have a 2-day grace 
period to complete the final project outside of classroom hours. After 2 days, projects must be completed and 
turned in at the beginning of class or initial grade will drop to a 75% and be graded from there. A 25% 
deduction will take place each additional day thereafter. * 

 

ALL OTHER ASSIGNMENTS (e.g. sketchbook assignments and homework): will result in an 
automatic 75% if not turned in on the specified due date. A 25% deduction will take place each 
additional day thereafter until no credit can be earned. 

 
iPad and Technology 

 
Any electronic device should remain in the student backpack unless instructed or permission is 
given. If ANY technology device is being misused (Snapchat, iMessage, Twitter, selfies, games, 
photos, recording without permission etc.) two discipline points will be issued. Cell phones will be 
confiscated until the end of the day for the first occurrence. After three or more occurrences phones 
will be given to the office. 

 
Email Etiquette 
 
Do address the person you are emailing and information about yourself (class, block, name) 
Do use a positive tone 
- When I complete the assignment versus If I complete the assignment 
Do use smiles :) , winks and other graphic symbols where appropriate. 
Do add contractions to add a friendly tone 
Do proof read your email and use spell check. 
Do Not ask for an extension for an assignment, do it in person 
Do Not bring up any topic that will require continuous conversation 
Do Not become upset or heated in an email, there is a greater risk for misunderstanding; talk in person 
Do Not email past 6pm and expect an answer. J  

 
Cheating Policy 
Cheating Consequences state: “the Consequences for violating the Academic Integrity policy are outlined in 
the handbook, Section 4.1.”    
 
Absence Policy 
Students are required to check with Mrs. Bauer regarding missed homework. Homework or projects due on 
the day of their first absence must be turned in at the beginning of class the first day they return; please see 
late policy. Students have one school day to make up work for each absence. The absence policy in the 
Parent/Student handbook will be used in this classroom. The policy is listed in Section 6.2 of the handbook.  

 Communication Policy 

In keeping with the tradition of developing confident, independent, thinking leaders, students who have a 
question or concern about their class or grade should first talk to the teacher. If they are unable to reach a 
consensus, the student should then involve her guidance counselor, who will assist in her self-advocacy. If 
an issue remains unresolved, the teacher, parent(s) and student will meet. If consensus is not achieved 
once the aforementioned communication steps have been taken, the parent(s) should contact the Principal. 

 
COVID19 
 
Due to the ongoing disruptions that COVID19 has brought to schools and families, we will be flexible 

with your student if the need arises. However, it is up to the student to communicate these needs to 

the teacher via email.  If a student is learning in a remote environment, it is expected she will be 

watching and participating in class via Zoom.  Please see Addendum C in the parent/student 
handbook for more information about virtual learning expectations. 



 
 
 
 

“Demand the best from yourself, because others will demand the best of you…Successful 
people don’t simply give a project hard work. They give it their best work.” 

 
~ Win Borden 

 
 

Students: Please read the course syllabus and share it with your parents. 

 
 

I have read the policies and expectations for Mrs. Bauer's classroom and understand them. If I 
choose not to meet these expectations, I am willing to accept the consequences. 

 
 
Student Printed Name: _______________________________________________________ 

 
 
 
Student Signature: ______________________________________________Date:________________ 

 
 
 
Parent Signature: ______________________________________________  Date: ________________ 

 
 
 
   
   Due Date: _______________________________ 
 
 
 
 


