
Syllabus for Spanish IV 
 

 
Instructor:      Cassandra Craig  
Course Name:    Spanish IV 
Course Number:      544 
Room Number:    313 
Phone Number:    (402) 571-2618 ext. 6230 
Email:      ccraig@omahamarian.org 
Website:     profesoracraig.weebly.com 
Free Periods:     E, H 
Available for Student Assistance:  Before school @7:25 and after school until 3:25 
Homework:     Posted onto Canvas 
Textbook:     ¡Qué chévere! Level 3(EMC Publishing) 
       
Communications Policy: 
 
In keeping with the tradition of developing confident, independent, thinking leaders, students 
who have a question or concern about their class or grade should first talk to the teacher. If they 
are unable to reach a consensus, the student should then involve her guidance counselor, who 
will assist in her self-advocacy.  If an issue remains unresolved, the teacher, parent(s) and student 
will meet.  If consensus is not achieved once the aforementioned communication steps have been 
taken, the parent(s) should contact the principal. 
 
Course Objective: 
 
Students will use Spanish in a variety of activities in order to help them master new skills. These 
activities will progress from guided to independent expression. Students will also observe, 
participate in, and discuss Spanish culture and history. 
 
Absence Policy: 
 
The absence policy in the Parent/Student handbook will be used in this classroom. The policy is 
listed in Section 6.3 of the handbook. 

1) If you are gone for a known absence (IE. sports, appointments, vacations, retreats, and 
other school activities) you need to get the material ahead of time and all work is still 
expected to be completed and turned in on time unless you will not have internet access. 

2) If you are gone due to illness or other unforeseen emergencies you will have 2 days after 
you get back to complete the homework. If you are gone for a significant amount of time 
we will work out a schedule together. 

3) Quizzes and tests need to be made up within 5 school days or they are a zero. 
4) Communication is key. Always let me know when you are absent and why, so I can work 

with you to help you get caught up. 
 
 
 



Grading Policy: 
 
Marian Grading Scale: 
A- 93-100% 
B- 85-92% 
C- 77-84% 
D- 70-76% 
F- 69% and below 
 
Spanish grading scale:  Classroom participation (15%) 

Homework (20%) 
Assessments (65%) 

 
Classroom participation (15%)-  
20 points given weekly based on following rubric 

A (20-18.5 pts) B (18.5-17 pts) C (17-15.5 pts) D (15.5-14 pts) F (14-0 pts) 
Student comes to 
class prepared: 
necessary 
materials, charged 
iPad, readings 
done. Student 
completes 
classroom tasks as 
directed by 
instructor and 
does not disrupt 
classroom flow. 
Student does not 
speak English 
when instructed to 
speak Spanish. 
Uses Frase de la 
semana 1x 
appropriately. 
Student is an 
active member of 
the classroom: 
initiates 
conversations 
with peers, 
answers 
instructor’s 
questions, asks 
questions, and 
participates in 
classroom 
discussions. 

Student comes to 
class prepared 
90% of time: 
necessary 
materials, charged 
iPad, readings 
done. Student 
completes 
classroom tasks as 
directed by 
instructor and 
does not disrupt 
classroom flow. 
Student speaks 
English 1-2 times 
when instructed to 
speak Spanish. 
Student speaks 
Spanish when 
required, but does 
not initiate its use. 
Uses Frase de la 
semana 1x but in 
incorrect context.  

Student comes to 
class prepared 
70% of time: 
necessary 
materials, charged 
iPad, readings 
done. Student is 
off-task 
sometimes and 
disrupts classroom 
flow. Student 
speaks English 
sometimes when 
instructed to 
speak Spanish. 
Student speaks 
Spanish when 
required, but does 
not initiate its use. 
Did not use frase 
de la semana. 

Student is 
frequently 
unprepared for 
class. Student is 
frequently off-task 
and disrupts 
classroom flow. 
Student speaks 
English frequently 
when instructed to 
speak Spanish. 
Student 
sometimes does 
not speak Spanish 
when required, 
and does not 
initiate its use. 

Students comes to 
class unprepared, 
is off-task and 
disruptive. 
Student uses 
English more than 
Spanish when 
Spanish is 
required. Student 
does not initiate 
its use. 

 



Homework (20%)- All assignments are due at the beginning of class including electronic 
assignments unless stated otherwise and will be checked for completion. I will take off points for 
assignments that are completed, but it is evident that little to no effort was put forth, whole 
sections are done wrong, etc. Assignments may be turned in at random and will be graded for 
correctness. Conjuguemos assignments need to be done for 5 minutes, with at least 30 verbs 
correct, and a percentage of at least 85% unless otherwise stated.  
 
Assessments (65%)- This section includes quizzes, tests, projects, papers, and speaking 
assessments. 
 
*Late Work: Late work will be taken for 1/2 credit for 1 day past the due date. For larger things 
such as projects or papers, 15% will be taken off for every day it is late. Failing to complete 
homework on time will result in iBlock as per the Student Handbook. 
 
*No extra credit or retakes will be offered, so prepare accordingly and be proactive if you 
need assistance. 
 
 
Tardy Policy: 
 
 One discipline point will be given for every two classroom tardies. 
 
Classroom Expectations and Procedures: 
 

1. Every student will have a notebook (preferred) or iPad that she will have to bring to class 
every day. You will date every entry and label it. Your notebook will have everything you 
need to know in it, I will refer to it often. 

2. You are to be to class on time every day. When the bell rings, you are to be seated in your 
seat and started on your warm-up. Points WILL be assigned if you are not. 

3. You need to finish your warm-up first before asking to go to the restroom and you will be 
asked to put your phone on my desk before you go if it is on you. 

4. You need to be engaged in each task that we are attending to without distractions. 
5. Treat everyone and everything with respect. 
6. Have a positive attitude. 
7. Use of a translator (either online or person) is strictly forbidden. If you have any questions 

about what is acceptable or not, please ask. 
8. Follow Marian iPad responsibilities. *Do not have iPad open if we are not using it, stay on 

task, and keep iPad flat on desk. 
9. No cell phones!!! If I see a cell phone, I will confiscate it and turn it into the office. 

Two discipline points will be assigned.  
 

*Failure to follow any classroom or school rules will result in a personal conference, phone call 
home, or Marian points. The Consequences for violating the Academic Integrity 
policy are outlined in the student handbook, Section 4.2. Cheating or Plagiarism includes 
use of a translator, abuse of a dictionary, or help from someone with more knowledge than 
you. 



 
COVID19: 
 
Due to the ongoing disruptions that COVID19 has brought to schools and families, we will be 
flexible with your student if the need arises. However, it is up to the student to communicate 
these needs to the teacher via email. If a student is learning in a remote environment, it is 
expected she will be watching and participating in class via Zoom. Please see Addendum C in 
the parent/student handbook for more information about virtual learning expectations. 
 
Remote learning expectations: 

1. All work needs to be completed by the posted due dates. If you are ill or cannot 
participate in your classes for any reason, your parents will need to contact the 
school. 
2. Log in to CANVAS and school email every morning no later than 7:45 a.m. 
3. Be on time for Zoom classes. 
4. Read the class announcements on Canvas daily to see what work is to be done and 

connect to the Zoom meeting. 
5. When attending a course via Zoom please be aware of how you are dressed 
and your surroundings. No pajamas and working from your bed. The camera must be 
facing you, not the ceiling or a blank wall. I must be able to see your face, and you are 
required to have video activated during all Zoom sessions. 
6. Treat e-learning the same as you would if you were in the class! Be an active learner, 

ask for help if you need it, and uphold academic integrity. 
 
 
How to be successful in life and my classroom: 
 
1) Explore- Having the curiosity to understand the material is a huge step. If you don’t want to 
learn, you won’t. Don’t be afraid to look into something further or ask questions about 
something you don’t understand or want to learn more about. 
 
2) Experiment- Test out hypotheses, trial and error, use the language, and use your critical-
thinking and problem-solving skills. I will frequently make you figure things out on your own. 
Why you ask? Because I want you to be successful not just in my classroom, but in life as well. 
Memorizing material might help you succeed in my class, but learning how to figure things out 
on your own will continue to benefit you throughout your life and you will acquire some grit! 
 
3) Don’t be afraid to make mistakes- No one does things perfectly the first time and we learn 
best through reflecting on our errors. You cannot grow unless you constantly push yourself to the 
next level. Don't worry, I will help and guide you to that next level. You just have to have the 
courage to get there.  
 
*Notice that being smart is nowhere on here. I dislike that word. It is all about hard work 
and perseverance. Being successful is not equivalent to earning an “A” either; it is about 
growth. Concern yourself with learning and not gradesJ 
 


