
 

 

SYLLABUS FOR PRE-AP WORLD HISTORY AND GEOGRAPHY 
2020-2021 School Year 

 
Course Name and Number:  Pre-AP World History and Geography (303) 
Instructor:    Mr. Dziadus 
Room Number:    317 
Phone Number:    (402) 571-2618 ext. 6221 
Email:     cdziadus@omahamarian.org 
Available for Student Assistance:  Block  C  
     7:15-7:45 a.m.; 3:00 – 3:30 
Textbooks:    World History: Survey 1 Year Online Student Edition 
     Link for textbook is on Canvas 

 
 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 
World History and Geography are subjects that explore the world and its inhabitants. Learning about civilizations 
across continents and over time helps us to understand who we are as individuals and members of groups.  It helps 
to shed light on the distinct characteristics of being human and helps us reflect on what all humans have in common.  
Understanding present and historical world trends is an important part of a person’s ability to actively engage in 
society.  The study of history and geography enables students to prepare for their role as citizens of both their 
country and the world.  It helps them to know and care about contemporary and past issues occurring throughout the 
world and to think, speak and write about these issues intelligently and confidently.  
 
WHY PRE-AP? 
This course has a Pre-AP designation because it is designed to serve as a prerequisite for future social studies 
courses and to better prepare students for Advanced Placement (AP) courses if a student chooses to take them.  The 
curriculum in this course focuses on building and strengthening the knowledge and skills necessary for 
understanding the major themes in history and geography.  At the end of this course, all students should be equipped 
to take more challenging Social Studies courses including the following AP courses that will be introduced in the 
next few years (AP Human Geography, AP European History, AP U.S. History, AP Psychology, AP U.S. 
Government and Politics, AP Microeconomics). 
 
COURSE OBJECTIVES: 
The student who successfully completes this course will be able to: 

1. Articulate concepts relating to the material learned using key vocabulary from the chapters. 
2. Explain the historical and geographical background of contemporary issues. 
3. Explain specific concepts and trends affecting regions of the world. 
4. Identify similarities and differences between historical and geographical developments. 
5. Observe and analyze historical texts, visual art, graphs, and maps.  
6. Develop an argument based on evidence found in primary and secondary sources. 
7. Engage in academic conversation about the themes and topics presented in the course. 

 
 
REQUIRED MATERIALS 
The following materials should be brought to class every day:  

● Textbooks:  World History: Survey 1 Year Online Student Edition (Link is in Canvas) While the digital 
format is required, students are able to purchase a hard-copy of the book as a supplement if they choose. 

● 1  1/2 – 2” Binder with dividers to keep handouts and take notes. Binder should be for World History 
and Geography class only. 

● Pens, pencils and highlighter pens  
● Colored pencils for map work.  

 
CLASSROOM EXPECTATIONS 

● Be on time to class – be seated in assigned seat when the bell rings.   
● Place all backpacks in the back on the shelf.  
● Bring materials to class every day. Ipads need to be charged. 
● Complete all homework on time.  Failure to do so will result in assigning i-block that day. 



 

 

● Listen attentively and participate in class activities; do not work on other assignments.  Do not use your 
ipad for anything not related to the class or technology misuse points will be issued. 

● Take notes during teacher presentations in your class notebook. 
● Treat other students and their property with respect. 
● No eating or chewing gum in class; only water in a clear bottle will be allowed.  
● Ipads are for class activities ONLY.  Close all non-class related apps at the start of class.  
● No use of cell phones during class – a cell phone cannot be used in place of your ipad. Make sure your 

phone is off at the start of class. 
● Comply with the school’s dress code every day. 

GRADES 
Grades and attendance will be regularly updated on PowerSchool. The following grading scale, which is found in 
the Student Handbook, is determined by Marian High School: A 93-100, B 85-92; C 77-84; D 70-76; F 0-69.  
Grades are based upon total points accumulated in the following areas: Homework, quizzes, tests, participation, 
projects. 
 
QUIZZES AND TESTS 

● Quizzes: Quizzes will be taken most days at the start of class to check reading and notes completion.  
● Chapter Tests:  Tests will be given on average every 2 weeks and will be based on chapter readings, student 

notes and class lessons.  A study guide, vocabulary list and other study resources will be provided prior to the 
tests.  

● Semester Exams: Cumulative exams will be given at the end of each semester and are worth about 12-15% of 
the semester grade. A study guide and resources will be provided. 

● Participation: Participation points will be earned by actively participating in this course.  Bellwork, classwork 
and active participation in discussions and group activities will earn points toward this grade. 

 
 



 

 

HOMEWORK AND AFTER-SCHOOL STUDY HALL (I-BLOCK):  
All homework will be posted on Canvas. Students not completing their homework will need to complete it after school that 
same day in the after-school study hall named ‘i-Block’.  I-Block will not meet after school this year but the I-Block form 
will still be completed and the late work will be due the next day. 

  
ABSENCE POLICY AND MAKE-UP WORK: 
The absence policy in the Parent/Student handbook will be used in this classroom. The policy is listed in Section 6.3 of 
the handbook.  
● Homework and Daily Assignments:  If absent, it is your responsibility to look up missed assignments on Canvas 

and complete them within two class periods from the day you return to class. All missed assignments must be 
submitted with a Missing Assignment Slip. Failure to follow this procedure will result in a zero for that assignment.  
Each class will start with a bellringer which is posted on Canvas and will be graded as part of your participation 
grade.  If you are absent, you need to complete the bellringer as part of your make-up work. 

● Quizzes and Tests: If you miss a quiz or test, you will need to submit a Missing Assignment Slip within two days 
of returning to school indicating the time you will come in to take it.   Failure to do this may result in a zero for a 
daily quiz and/or a reduction in test grade.  In the event of a planned absence, a Missing Assignment Slip should be 
completed and quizzes and tests must be taken before you leave. 

● Projects:  If absent on a project’s due date, efforts should still be made to submit it on time (most projects will be 
submitted electronically).  If not possible due to illness or similar unplanned circumstances, you will need to discuss 
available options with Mr. Dziadus upon your return.  

** In the event of extended illness or longer medical absence, additional time for make-up work can be arranged 
with Mr. Dziadus. 
 
TARDY POLICY 
You should be on time to class.  An unexcused tardy will result in one point.  If you need to use the restroom, please 
come to class first, leave your materials at your desk and go quickly. 
 
ACADEMIC INTEGRITY 
By enrolling in this course, you join a community that requires intellectual honesty. When you write your name on an 
assignment, you take credit for the work you submit. The consequences for violating the Academic Integrity policy are 
outlined in the handbook, Section 4.1. Any assignment, test, project, quiz, or paper which evidences cheating will receive 
a zero and disciplinary action. Here are some guidelines for maintaining academic integrity:  
●  Presenting someone else’s words or ideas as your own—whether another student’s work, a published work, or other 
work that is not your own - is a serious offense. Plagiarism is always unacceptable.  
●  Academic integrity includes NOT sharing information about tests or quizzes with students in other sections, not taking 
pictures of quizzes or tests and sharing them online, and not copying homework. 
●  Students may not reuse a paper, project, or other assignment from a previous course to fulfill an assignment in this 
course.  
 
COMMUNICATIONS POLICY: 
In keeping with the tradition of developing confident, independent, thinking leaders, students who have a question or 
concern about their class or grade should first talk to the teacher.  If they are unable to reach a consensus, the student 
should then involve her guidance counselor, who will assist in her self-advocacy.  If an issue remains unresolved, the 
teacher, parent(s) and student will meet.   If consensus is not achieved once the aforementioned communication steps 
have been taken, the parent(s) should contact the Principal. 
 
IPAD RESPONSIBILITIES  

Students will...  
● Maintain an academic environment at all times. No games, messaging, shopping or non-academic apps may be 

open during class. Turn off notifications for non-school apps and keep the volume muted. 
 

● NOT download a VPN to their iPad.  
 

● Keep the iPad closed or put away unless instructed by the teacher. IPads and other Smart devices must be put 
away during tests.  Failure to remove those items will result in disciplinary action.  



 

 

 
● Ensure their iPad is updated and fully charged each day and set up to sync to iCloud on a regular basis 

 
● Follow the rules of digital citizenship. This includes not sharing passwords or passcode with another person or 

using another person’s iPad without the owner’s permission.  
 

● Always have permission before taking a photo, video, or audio recording of someone, including your teachers; 
any changes made after the initial recording should also be approved by the people involved.  

 
● Know that all iPad infractions are a minimum of 2 points 

 
COVID19 
Due to the ongoing disruptions that COVID19 has brought to schools and families, we will be flexible with your student if 
the need arises. However, it is up to the student to communicate these needs to the teacher via email.  If a student is 
learning in a remote environment, it is expected she will be watching and participating in class via Zoom.  Please see 
Addendum C in the parent/student handbook for more information about virtual learning expectations. 
 

********************************* 
For parent to sign: 
 
_____ I have read and understand the course syllabus for PreAP Geography and World History. 
 
Parent signature________________________________________________     Date_______________ 
 
For student to sign: 
 
_____ I have read and understand the course syllabus for PreAP Geography and World History 

Student name (PRINTED)________________________________________________________ 
 
Student signature ____________________________________    Date ____________________ 
 
 

 


