
Marian High School 
H-Spanish IV 

Señorita Gaule 
2020-2021 

 
Course Number: 550 
Instructor: Caitlin Gaule 
Instructor Email: cgaule@omahamarian.org  
Instructor Phone Number: (402) 571-2618 x6201 
Room Number: 314 
Teacher Assistance: Block C, before (7:20-7:45)  or after school (3-3:45). Also via email. 
Homework Posting: In the classroom, mentioned on daily HW slide, posted on canvas 
Required texts: Punto y Aparte (McGraw Hill Education) - Print or Digital 

   Aunque Diga Fresas - Print or Digital 
Required supplies for the course: School-issued iPad, notebook or designated section or            
multi-subject notebook, folder or binder, blue or black ink pens, pencils, headphones, expo             
marker (*optional - if you do not feel comfortable using shared markers) 
Required materials for each day: Fully charged iPad, notebook and folder or binder, pens and               
pencils, other materials as indicated in advance 
 
Course Description 
This course focuses on grammar review, up-to-date vocabulary and the daily use of Spanish in               
writing, listening and speaking activities. The majority of this course will be conducted in              
Spanish. The course employs a communicative approach working towards fluency. 
 
Course Standards 
This course will align with the standards of the Nebraska K-12 Foreign Language Frameworks:  

● Standards 1.1-1.3 Communicate in Languages other than English (Spanish) 
● Standards 2.1-2.2 Gain Knowledge and Understanding of Other Cultures 
● Standards 3.1-3.2 Connect with Other Disciplines and Acquire Knowledge 
● Standards 4.1-4.2 Develop Insight into the Nature of Language and Culture 
● Standard 5.1 Participate in Multilingual Communities at Home and Around the World 

 
Email Communication  
Email is the most effective way of contacting me. I will respond to emails as soon as possible.                  
Please note that if an email is sent outside of school hours, there is no guarantee I will respond                   
until the next school day. I expect students to communicate with me rather than having a parent                 
contact me on their behalf.  
 
Communication Policy 
In keeping with the tradition of developing confident, independent, thinking leaders, students                       
who have a question or concern about their class or grade should first talk to the teacher. If they                                     
are unable to reach a consensus, the student should then involve her guidance counselor, who                             
will assist in her self-advocacy. If an issue remains unresolved, the teacher, parent(s) and student                             
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will meet. If consensus is not achieved once the aforementioned communication steps have been                           
taken, the parent(s) should contact the Principal. 
 
 
Absence Policy: 
 
The absence policy in the Marian Student/Parent Handbook will be used in this classroom. The 
policy is listed in Section 6.3 of the handbook. 

1. If you are gone for a known absence (IE. sports, vacations, retreats, and other school 
activities) you need to get the material ahead of time and all written homework will be 
due the day you get back, electronic homework is still expected to be done on time unless 
you will not have internet access. 

2. If you are gone due to illness or other unforeseen emergencies, you will have 2 days after 
you get back to complete the homework. If you are gone for a significant amount of time 
we will work out a schedule together. 

3. If you are absent the day an assignment is turned in, it needs to be turned in the day you 
come back. 

 
Grading Policy 
Information regarding assignments and assessments can be found on canvas. It is the student’s              
responsibility to remain informed about assignments. 
The grading scale for all courses at Marian is the following: 

A- 93-100% 
B- 85-92% 
C- 77-84% 
D- 70-76% 

F- 69% and below 
 

Students’ percentage grade is based on the following categories and will reflect both aptitude and 
effort. Points will be awarded for the following: 

Class participation 
Classwork/Homework 

Projects 
Quizzes 

Tests 
Semester assessments 

 

Classroom participation (25%) 
Participation will be graded based upon the following considerations: 
Preparedness  Brings all necessary materials to class; homework/readings are done on time; in 

assigned seat and ready to participate when the bell rings 

On-task  Class activities are completed in a timely manner; uses electronics only as 
directed; talking is on-topic and non-disruptive; all in-class activities are done 
during class (written down) to best of ability  



Speaking  Speaks in Spanish as much as possible and demonstrates growth in terms of 
structures studied in class; not afraid to make mistakes 

Initiative  Answers and asks questions, both when called upon and voluntarily; actively 
contributes to class discussions; seeks help if needed 

 
Students will be given daily opportunities to work toward their participation grade. It is the               
responsibility of the student to be aware of participation expectations and to self-monitor. The              
participation grade will also include weekly práctica independiente (PI) that will be completed             
and recorded weekly by the student. 
 
Classwork/ Homework (15%) 
All assignments are due at the beginning of class, including electronic assignments, unless stated              
otherwise. Translators, collaboration with others, and excessive dictionary use are forbidden on            
homework. Some assignments will be checked in class while others will be turned in. Failing to                
complete homework on time will result in the student attending the mandatory afterschool             
iBlock. 
 
 
Quizzes, Projects, and Tests (60%) 
Unit tests and projects will be assigned each unit. Announced quizzes, compositions, substantial             
speaking samples, and presentations also fall under this grading category. Long-term projects            
must be submitted electronically by 9:00 p.m. on the due date, unless specified otherwise.  
 
 
Course Assignments 
Students will be expected to complete homework and review course material outside of class.              
Homework will reinforce concepts studied in class and foster independent growth in the four              
linguistic skills. Group or individual projects will be assigned approximately once per unit and              
will require work beyond class time. There will be quizzes about once a week and one test per                  
unit. Tests and quizzes will always be announced in advance and there will typically be review                
activities in class at least one day before the assessment. I will indicate additional resources for                
students who would like to review in greater depth at home.  
 
After School Study Hall  
All students are expected to turn in their homework on the day and time it is due. Any student                   
who does not turn in a homework assignment on time will be assigned an after-school study hall,                 
by the teacher, on that same day to make up the assignment. 
 

● Study hall will meet every day, Monday through Friday, for 35 minutes after school. If               
the student is assigned, attendance is mandatory. Unexcused absences will result in            
disciplinary action as does any unexcused absence from class.  

● Teachers will use their discretion in cases where there is a legitimate reason for missing a                
homework assignment. 



● Missing a ride, athletic practice, or work responsibilities are not excuses to be absent              
from an after-school study hall. The student should consider this ahead of time and face               
the consequences. 

● A student on work study must attend the study hall and make up their work study after                 
the study hall period.  

● A student must do school work and remain for the full period. If the student has finished                 
the missing assignment, during an earlier study hall, she must work on something else. 

● A report with excessive after school study hall time will be sent to parents following each                
quarter. 

 
Late Work 
If a student has not been absent yet fails to turn in an assignment on its due date, she still must                     
complete it and turn it in for partial credit after attending iBlock. Such late assignments will be                 
marked down 10% per day late. Retakes, re-dos, and extra credit will not be offered. 
 
Student Success 
I believe that all students should have a fair chance to succeed in Spanish class. If a student                  
believes that she should receive any sort of academic accommodations, she should communicate             
this to me as soon as possible. I expect students to assume responsibility for their learning and to                  
seek my help when necessary. Students are encouraged to make an appointment with me before               
school, during a study hall, or after school if they would like to review class material or discuss                  
study strategies. Students can also contact Mrs. Trecek, Learning Services Coordinator, at            
ptrecek@omahamarian.org to discuss possible accommodations.  
 
Classroom Behavior Policies 
All school polices outlined in the Marian Student/ Parent Handbook will be enforced in this               
class. Violating school rules in class will result in discipline points. Students should especially              
take note of the following regulations: 

● Cell phones and other electronic devices besides school-issued iPads must remain out of             
sight in class. iPads and laptops may only be used as directed and should stay closed                
when not in use.  

● Students must have my permission to be in the hallway during class time. Students may               
use the bathroom during group or independent activities, not during lecture time. I expect              
students to only leave the classroom when truly necessary.  

● Students must remain on task at all times. Working on assignments for another class will               
result in a discipline point. 

● Side conversations will not be tolerated. Students shall only speak when called upon or              
directed to do so. All students should be respectful listeners to both teacher and              
classmates. 

● Food is notallowed in the classroom.  No beverages besides water may be consumed in 
class.  Water must be stored in a clear bottle.  

● Making mistakes is a natural part of language learning.  Under no circumstances 
shall a student laugh at, mock, or belittle a classmate.  We are all responsible for 
creating a positive classroom community that is respectful to students of all 
backgrounds and abilities. 
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Tardiness Policy 
Students must be in their assigned seats with all materials when the bell rings. Students who                
arrive to class without the required materials will be sent to their lockers and may be marked                 
tardy.  Three tardies to class will result in a discipline point.  
 
Academic Dishonesty 
The consequences for violating the Academic Integrity policy are outlined in the handbook,                         
Section 4.2. These consequences were discussed in class. Please review this handbook section                         
with your daughter. 
 
Assignments written using Google Translate, SpanishDict, or another online translator are not            
the student’s original work. Work that suggests use of a translator, excessive dictionary use, or               
excessive consultation with someone with more knowledge of Spanish will be treated as             
academic dishonesty.  
 
 
COVID19: Due to the ongoing disruptions that COVID19 has brought to schools and families, 
we will be flexiblewith your student if the need arises. However, it is up to the student to 
communicate these needs to the teacher via email. If a student is learning in a remote 
environment, it is expected she will be watching and participating in class via Zoom. Please see 
Addendum C in the parent/student handbook for more information about virtual learning 
expectations. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I have read and agree to abide by the conditions in this syllabus:  
 
Student signature ______________________________________ (date)_____________ 
 
 
Printed student name _____________________________________________________ 
 
 
Parent/guardian signature ________________________________(date)_____________ 
 


