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Instructors:  Mr. Tom Baker & Dr. Sharon Genoways 
Room:  104 
Phone: 402 571-2618  Baker: ext. 6201 Genoways: ext. 6149 
Email: tobaker@omahamarian.org, sgenow@omahamarian.org 
Available Blocks: Baker: before school     Genoways:  Block E  
Available Hours: 7:15 am each day, earlier time available by appointment 
Homework Location: Canvas 
Supplemental Texts: The Craft of Research, 3rd Edition by Booth, Colomb & Williams 

                     Publication Manual of the American Psychological Association,  7th Edition (2020) 
, 

 
Communication Policy: Section 3-2 in Student Handbook 
In keeping with the tradition of developing confident, independent, thinking leaders, students 
who have a question or concern about their class or grade should first talk to the teacher. If they 
are unable to reach a consensus, the student should then involve her guidance counselor, who 
will assist in her self-advocacy. If an issue remains unresolved, the teacher, parent(s) and student 
will meet. If consensus is not achieved once the aforementioned communication steps have 
been taken, the parent(s) should contact the Principal. 
 
Absence Policy 
The absence policy in the Parent/Student handbook will be used in this classroom. The policy is 
listed in Section 6.2 of the handbook. 
 
Tardy Policy 
When class time is missed, important information and discussions are also missed. Students 
must make every effort to be on time to class. 
 
Grading Policy 
The semester grade will be made up of all points accumulated throughout the semester.  Points 
will be acquired through assignments, presentations and the final project. 
Class attendance, participation and effort will be evaluated before a final point total is assigned.  
Grades will then be given based on what percentage of the total points you have earned and will 
be determined using the grading scale of Marian High School. 

 
Homework Policy 
Class time will be given for all assignments. The amount of work outside of class will depend on 
the individual student.  
Failing to complete homework on time will result in the student being assigned an iBlock. Please 
see Appendix C for iBlock guidelines during the pandemic. 
 
Academic Integrity 

In general collaboration is highly encouraged in this course. Students are expected to work 

together during class activities. Collaborative experiences often result in all participants walking 

away with a better understanding of the material.  This does  not occur when one student simply 

copies another student’s work or does another student’s work for her. These behaviors 

constitute cheating.  
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In addition to plagiarism,  there is a reuse of products issue that relates to academic  integrity.  

Whenever  a student desires to recycle a product or assignment from  a previous  course  and 

wishes  to use  it to fulfill a new assignment in a different course, there are at least these two 

conditions  that  must  apply: First, the student must be forthcoming about the reuse and seek 

advance approval from one or more instructors. Second, as a general rule, the product cannot be 

simply reused but must be extended significantly beyond its original form, and the nature  of 

that extension  must be fully communicated  to and approved by the instructor(s). 

The Consequences for violating the Academic Integrity policy are outlined in the handbook, 
Section 4.1 and are reviewed in class with all students. Please review this section of the 
handbook if you have questions. 
    
COVID19 
Due to the ongoing disruptions that COVID19 has brought to schools and families, we will be 
flexible with students if the need arises. However, it is up to the student to communicate these 
needs to the teacher via email.  If a student is learning in a remote environment, it is expected 
she will be watching and participating in class via Zoom.  Please see Addendum C in the 
parent/student handbook for more information about virtual learning expectations. 
 
Teaching Methodology 
This is meant to be a hands-on and intensely interactive course rather than a heavy reading and 
lecture course. There will be some readings from a variety of sources throughout the semester 
that will be provided through Canvas. The bulk of the work outside of class will be devoted to a 
significant writing project of the student’s own choosing. 
The emphasis on class instruction will be of active involvement in the learning process by class 
members.  Participation is required by all. Additionally, at least once during the semester each 
student will give a 5 minute “project report” about her in-progress course project and a more 
substantial presentation about their project at the end of the semester. Students may choose to 
do this more than once if they find it helpful to do so. 
 
Course Objectives  
 Upon completion of this course the student will: 
  

1. Learn about the research process, including its guiding principles, common procedures, 
written fundamentals, and basic phases. 

2. Identify a research question, engage in a literature review, and become familiar with 
both qualitative and quantitative methodologies. 

3. Complete all assignments and the required research proposal that will facilitate a 
semester long research project and culminating final paper. 

4. Develop a mentor-mentee relationship with a faculty advisor/mentor that agrees to 
guide a research project. 

5. Receive preparation to engage in advanced, independent research at the college level. 
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