
Ms. Sara Greisch 
Theology III  
Rm. 203 
sgreisch@omahamarian.org  
Available for student assistance: Blocks A & E 
Before and after school help: 7:20am-7:50am, 3:00pm-3:30pm or by 
appointment 
 
Required textbooks: 
 
“Meeting Jesus in the Sacraments”, copyright either 2010 or 2019 
 
“Tattoos on the Heart: The Power of Boundless Compassion” by Gregory Boyle, S.J. 
 
Course Objectives 
 
At the completion of this course, students will understand that they can encounter Jesus 
Christ today in a real way through participation in the Sacraments. Students will come to 
understand how they can make careful, moral decisions about how to live their lives in 
accordance with God’s plan. Students will learn the moral concepts and precepts that 
govern the lives of Christ’s disciples. 
 
Grading Policy: 
 
Students earn grades both for their academics and effort. Below is a distribution of the 
grading criteria:  
 
Classroom Participation and Involvement: 15% of your final grade 
Assignments/homework: 25% of your final grade 
Projects: 30% of your final grade 
Tests: 30% of your final grade 
 
All grades will be posted to PowerSchool for student and parent review as time allows. 
While I am happy to discuss grades that could be disputed, I ask that a student-teacher 
conversation be the first step in the direction. This teaches students to respectfully 
advocate for themselves.  
 
Assessments 
 
Students will be assessed on their understanding of class topics in a variety of methods. 
Students should expect daily quizzes on reading assignments and the previous day’s 
topics. Most quizzes will be posted to Canvas.  
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In addition, students will be assigned homework, which may include readings, written 
reflections, and projects. All assignments MUST be turned in on Canvas by the posted 
due date and time.  
 
Unit assessments will be in the form of an exam, which will always include a writing 
portion.  
 
The semester will conclude with a final exam. Students should expect that any and all 
class topics are subject to testing.  
 
Essays will be completed at various times during the semester and will be submitted to 
Canvas or Turnitin. Feedback will be given, which will include commentary on 
mechanics and content. All standard MLA formatting is required. Remember, your 
originality should be reserved for your ideas.  
 
Class Culture  
 
At all times, students will be expected to model mature Christian behavior. The 
classroom is a safe space for all students regardless of faith background. In my 
classroom, the inherent dignity of all human persons is a prerequisite understanding for 
our work together.  
 
As a student, you should expect to be valued, respected and cared for by your 
community. You should expect your ideas and opinions to be taken seriously. As such, 
you are expected to practice these same standards with your classmates. Remember, 
education is about changing your mind.  
 
We will do difficult things and will discuss challenging topics. No special ability is 
necessary to achieve success. However, complacency is unacceptable. You should feel 
safe to share your experiences and beliefs in the classroom. At the same time, I will 
communicate with the appropriate people if I suspect you are in danger, engaging in 
self-harm or suicidal thoughts, experiencing bullying or participating in unsafe activities.  
 
Class Policies  
 

● You must have your face mask covering your nose and mouth.  
● If you need to leave the room for any reason, please ask first.  
● No food or drink, other than water, will be allowed in the classroom. 
● iPads and other classwork should be put away once prayer begins. 
● No cell phones will be allowed during class time.  
● iPads will only be used when instructed. 



● Follow all technology rules when iPads are used during classroom instruction. 
(See below for technology rules)  
 
  

COVID19 
 
Due to the ongoing disruptions that COVID19 has brought to schools and families, we 
will be flexible with your student if the need arises. However, it is up to the student to 
communicate these needs to the teacher via email.  If a student is learning in a remote 
environment, it is expected she will be watching and participating in class via Zoom. 
Please see Addendum C in the parent/student handbook for more information about 
virtual learning expectations. While I hope we get to remain in the classroom, in person, 
this semester, the possibility remains high that we will move online. In the event we 
move online, the aforementioned policies will remain in place, as well as the following: 
 

●  Students are expected to attend all Zoom sessions, unless otherwise 
communicated to me by the student.  

● All homework assignments will be due by the assigned deadline. If further time is 
required, the students will reach out to the teacher and ask for assistance.  

● The teacher reserves the right to add or change any class policies as she sees 
fit. Should the student have any questions or concerns, she may send the 
teacher an email.  

 
Homework and Late Work Policy: 
 

Your failure to plan does not constitute my emergency. 
 

● All homework, in-class assignments and daily prayer will be turned in on Canvas. 
● All homework will be due by 9pm on the evening before it is due unless other 

arrangements have been made with the teacher. 
● Daily assignments that are not completed on time will result in a reduced grade.  
● Should you experience any difficulty with an assignment, you should ask for help 

ahead of time. Asking for assistance the day before an assignment is due is not 
an appropriate time to ask for an extension or assistance, as it indicates poor 
planning and disrespect.  

● All late work is expected to be turned in. Failing to complete homework on time 
will result in the student receiving iBlock, by the teacher to make up the 
assignment. See Student Handbook policy on page 3-6. For each day an 
assignment is late, two (2) points will be deducted. 



● I will not hunt you down for missing work, which will remain recorded as a 0 until 
it is turned into Canvas for a late grade.  

● I retain the right to be flexible and charitable as I see fit.  
 
 
Make-Up Work 
 

● I expect a student to make up homework as soon as possible. Any make up work 
that takes longer than a class day to be submitted will be considered late.  

● Missed tests will be made up by appointment and students are required to email 
me to get that process started on the day of their return.  

● Missed daily quizzes will not be made up and will not count against a student’s 
grade.  

 
 
Tardies 
 
Every effort should be made to be in class on time. If tardies are a regular occurrence 
for a particular student, I will meet with the student individually and develop a plan to 
remedy the situation.  
 
Academic Honesty: 
 
The consequences for violating the Academic Integrity policy are outlined in the 
handbook section 4-1.  
 
iPad Policies  
 
As I see it, iPads are to enhance student learning in the classroom. With that 
understanding, student use of technology should be directed solely towards your 
educational experience.  
 
Students will... 

● Maintain an academic environment at all times. No games, messaging, shopping 
or non-academic apps may be open during class. Turn off notifications for 
non-school apps and keep the volume muted. 

● iPads may NOT be used for taking notes.  
● NOT download a VPN to their iPad.  
● Keep the iPad closed or put away unless instructed by the teacher. IPads and 

other Smart devices must be put away during tests.  Failure to remove those items 
will result in disciplinary action.  

● Ensure their iPad is updated and fully charged each day and set up to sync to 



iCloud on a regular basis 
● Follow the rules of digital citizenship. This includes not sharing passwords or 

passcode with another person or using another person’s iPad without the owner’s 
permission.  

● Always have permission before taking a photo, video, or audio recording of 
someone, including your teachers; any changes made after the initial recording 
should also be approved by the people involved.  

● Know that all iPad infractions are a minimum of 2 points  
 
Contacting Me 
 
I am your teacher; I am not your peer. Your emails should be formal in address and in 
closure. If you do not address me in your email and close by signing your name, I 
reserve the right to not respond. Please see below for a proper example: 
 
Dear Miss Greisch, 

. . .  
 

Sincerely,  
[Enter your name here] 

 
I encourage students to contact me using your Marian High School email address with 
questions and concerns; however, I will only answer emails from a student’s official 
Marian email address.  
 
My classroom is located on the second floor of the building closest to Student Services. 
Should you need to contact me for extra help, it is your responsibility to do so. 
Furthermore, if you schedule an appointment with me, it is imperative you show up as 
this helps you practice proper planning and shows your commitment to your education.  
 

In keeping with the tradition of developing confident, independent, thinking leaders, 
students who have a question or concern about their class or grade should first talk to 
the teacher.  If they are unable to reach a consensus, the student should then involve 
her guidance counselor, who will assist in her self-advocacy.  If an issue remains 
unresolved, the teacher, parent(s) and student will meet.   If consensus is not achieved 
once the aforementioned communication steps have been taken, the parent(s) should 
contact the Principal. 
 
 



 
 
 


