
303 Pre-AP World History & Geography 
Ms.  Jordano jjordano@omahamarian.org Room 315 402.571.2618 x  6205  

Availability: Blocks D and H, before school at 7:30, and after school until 3:30PM every day or by appointment  
Homework, Assignments, Announcements:  Posted to Canvas 

 
Course Description 

World History and Geography are subjects that explore the world and its inhabitants. Learning about civilizations 
across continents and over time helps us to understand who we are as individuals and members of groups. It 
helps to shed light on the distinct characteristics of being human and helps us reflect on what all humans have in 
common. Understanding present and historical world trends is an important part of a person’s ability to actively 
engage in society. The study of history and geography enables students to prepare for their role as citizens of 
both their country and the world. It helps them to know and care about contemporary and past issues occurring 
throughout the world and to think, speak and write about these issues intelligently and confidently. 

Why Pre-AP? 
This course has a Pre-AP designation because it is designed to serve as a prerequisite for future social studies 
courses and to better prepare students for Advanced Placement (AP) courses if a student chooses to take them. 
The curriculum in this course focuses on building and strengthening the knowledge and skills necessary for 
understanding the major themes in history and geography. 

Course Objectives 
The student who successfully completes this course will be able to: 
1. Articulate concepts relating to the material learned using key vocabulary from the 
chapters. 
2. Explain the historical and geographical background of contemporary issues. 
3. Explain specific concepts and trends affecting regions of the world. 
4. Identify similarities and differences between historical and geographical 
developments. 
5. Observe and analyze historical texts, visual art, graphs, and maps. 
6. Develop an argument based on evidence found in primary and secondary sources. 
7. Engage in academic conversation about themes and topics presented in the course. 

Supplies 
Every day you should come to class with the following items: 

● iPad, adequately charged  
● Textbook: World History: Survey 1 Year Online Student Edition, HMH, 2018. (Digital)  
● Pens/pencils, a designated Pre-AP WH/G notebook  

Attendance/Tardy Policy 
Arriving late to class is disruptive to not only yourself, but also to the rest of the class.  As a result, one disciplinary point 
will be issued for every two unexcused tardies. COVID 19-related hallway procedures will be considered. The absence 
policy in the Student/Parent handbook will be used in this classroom.  The policy is listed in Section 6.3 of the handbook.. 
Homework Policy 

● Late work will not be accepted after one week. There will be a penalty for each day the assignment is late up to 
one week. After that point, the assignment becomes a 0 in the gradebook.  

● In the event of an extended absence, arrangements will be made. 
●  Most assignments will be submitted via Canvas. Assignments and announcements will be posted on Canvas. 

Please check it frequently! 
iBlock  

● All students are expected to turn in their homework on the day and time it is due. Any student who does not turn in 
a homework assignment on time will be assigned an iBlock by the teacher to make up the assignment. 

● Teachers will use their discretion in cases where there is a legitimate reason for missing a homework 
assignment. 

● The teacher will alert the student that she has iBlock via email. It is your responsibility to check your email before 
you leave the building at the end of the day.  

● See Appendix C of the handbook for COVID19 iBlock policy. 
 



 
Grading Scale 

A         94-100  B+          90-92  C+  82-84  D+  74-76  F  0-69 

A-      93  B  87-89  C  79-81  D   71-73  I   Incomplete 

  B-  85-86  C-  77-78  D-       70   

Grades will be updated regularly on the PowerSchool management system.  If you have a dispute over a grade, it must be 
addressed to the teacher within one week of the grade’s posting.  
Academic Integrity 
You must do your own work.  Do not copy the work of others (a classmate, an internet site, or book).  This is called 
PLAGIARISM or cheating.  The Consequences for violating the Academic Integrity policy are outlined in the 
Student/Parent handbook, Section 4.1. 
Communication Policy 
In keeping with the tradition of developing confident, independent, thinking leaders, students who have a question or 
concern about their class or grade should first talk to the teacher.  If they are unable to reach a consensus, the student 
should then involve her guidance counselor, who will assist in her self-advocacy.  If an issue remains unresolved, the 
teacher, parent(s) and student will meet.  If consensus is not achieved once the aforementioned communication steps have 
been taken, the parent(s) should contact the principal. 

● Please reach out with any comments, questions, or concerns so we can ensure your success. Emails will be 
answered in a timely manner at reasonable hours. (i.e. after 7am and before 7pm)  

● If students have questions or need clarification on assignments, the best way to receive a quick response is email 
iPad Responsibilities  
Students will...  

● Maintain an academic environment at all times. No games, messaging, shopping or non-academic apps may be 
open during class. Turn off notifications for non-school apps and keep the volume muted. 

● NOT download a VPN to their iPad.  
● Keep the iPad closed or put away unless instructed by the teacher. IPads and other Smart devices must be put 

away during tests unless tests are on-line.  Failure to remove those items will result in disciplinary action. 
● Ensure their iPad is updated and fully charged each day and set up to sync to iCloud on a regular basis 
● Follow the rules of digital citizenship. This includes not sharing passwords or passcode with another person or 

using another person’s iPad without the owner’s permission.  
● Always have permission before taking a photo, video, or audio recording of someone, including your teachers; any 

changes made after the initial recording should also be approved by the people involved.  
● Know that all iPad infractions are a minimum of 2 points.  

COVID19 
Due to the ongoing disruptions that COVID19 has brought to schools and families, we will be flexible 
with your student if the need arises. However, it is up to the student to communicate these needs to 
the teacher via email. If a student is learning in a remote environment, it is expected she will be 
watching and participating in class via Zoom. Please see Addendum C in the parent/student 
handbook for more information about virtual learning expectations. 
 
COVID-19 Testing Procedures  
When part or all of the class is taking quizzes or tests at home, students will need to use two devices (phone, ipad, laptop, 
desktop).  One device will need to be propped up from enough distance that the teacher can visibly see the student taking 
the test.  The second device will be used for taking the test.  With the exception of open-note quizzes, all notes, textbooks, 
on-line materials and any other course materials should be put away and may not be used during any assessments unless 
authorized by the teacher.  The student is responsible for making sure two devices are charged and ready to use before 
the start of each in-home assessment. 
 
Tips to be successful in this class 

● Ask questions and communicate with your teacher regarding any confusion 
● Take good notes and review them often 
● Participate in class 



 

********************************* 
For parent to sign: 
 
__ I have read and understand the course syllabus for World Hist/Geog class. 
 
Parent name (printed) _________________________________________________ 
 
Parent signature _____________________________     Date_______________ 
 
For student to sign: 
 
__ I have read and understand the course syllabus for World Hist/Geog. class. 

Student name (printed) _________________________________________________ 
 
Student signature ____________________________    Date ____________________ 


