
THEOLOGY IV 2020-2021
Instructor: Mr. Mark Koesters  
Course: Theology IV Course Number: 005 Blocks D, G  
Room: 306  
Phone: 402-571-2618 Ext. 6214 Email address: koesters@omahamarian.org  
Blocks available for assistance: C and E through email  
Other times available: 7:15-7:50 AM & 3:00-3:30 PM through email
Location of homework: Canvas  
Written materials used: World Religions: a Voyage of Discovery by Jeffrey Brodd, 2015 edition

Siddhartha by Herman Hesse
Foundations of Catholic Social Teaching by Sarah Kisling, 2015 edition 

Course Description: The first semester is entitled: “Ecumenical and Inter- Religious Issues.” The 
purpose of this course is to help students understand the manner in which the Catholic Church relates to 
other religions of the world as well as to other Christian denominations. This course is intended to help 
students recognize the ways in which important spiritual truths are expressed in non- Christian religions, 
and to explore how various Christian religions live out the call to discipleship in Christ. The course is also 
intended to help the students recognize and articulate the ways in which other systems of belief and 
practice differ from the Catholic faith. 

The second semester is entitled: “Living as a Disciple of Jesus Christ in Society.” The purpose of this 
course is to introduce students to the Church’s social teaching. In this course, students will learn how 
Christ’s concern for others, especially the poor and those in need, is present today in the Church’s social 
teaching and mission. Students will not only analyze societal structures and policies from this perspective, 
but also be an active participant in the deepest needs of our community. Students will examine their own 
beliefs and values as they work for a more just society that is founded upon the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 

Prayer: All students will lead prayers in class using the established format. 

Tardiness to class: Every effort must be made to arrive in class on time. If tardies are a regular 
occurrence for a particular student, I will meet with that student and develop a plan to remedy the 
situation 

Communications policy: (Section 3:2 of the Student/Parent Handbook) In keeping with the tradition of 
developing confident, independent, thinking leaders, students who have a question or concern about their 
class or grade should first talk to the teacher. If they are unable to reach a consensus, the student should 
then involve her guidance counselor, who will assist in her self-advocacy. If an issue remains unresolved, 
the teacher, parent(s) and student will meet. If consensus is not achieved once the aforementioned 
communication steps have been taken, the parent(s) should contact the Principal. 

Absence Policy: The absence policy as listed in Section 6.3 in the Student/Parent handbook will be 
followed in this class. 

Grading: Half of the grade for each semester is based on written work and the other half on tests. 
Grading is based on points and the final grade is based on the percentage of points earned from the total 
number possible.  Grades will be based on written material and testing.  All homework is due at the 
beginning of class. Late homework will be accepted depending on the teacher’s discretion and the 



circumstances.   Any missed homework or tests will be given a zero in the grade book until adequately 
made-up. 

Cheating: The cheating policy and consequences as listed in Section 4.2  in the Student/Parent handbook 
will be followed in this class.

After School Homework Study Hall (Section 3.6 in the Student/Parent Handbook)  
All students are expected to turn in their homework on the day and time it is due. Any student who does 
not turn in a homework assignment on time will be assigned an after-school study hall, by the teacher, on 
that same day to make up the assignment.

iPad Responsibilities: Students will:
• Maintain an academic environment at all times. No games, no messaging, shopping, or non-

academic apps may be open during class.  Turn off notifications for non-school apps and keep the 
volume muted.

• NOT download a VPN to their iPad.
• Keep the iPad closed or put away unless instructed by the teacher.  IPads and other Smart devices 

must be put away during tests.  Failure to remove those items will result in disciplinary actions.
• Ensure their iPad is updated and fully charged each day and set up to sync to iCloud on a regular 

basis
• Follow the rules of digital citizenship.  This includes not sharing passwords or passcode with 

another person or using another person’s iPad without the owner’s permission.
• Always have permission before taking a photo, video, or audio recording of someone, including 

your teachers; any changes made after the initial recording should also be approved by the people 
involved.

• All iPad infractions are a minimum of 2 points.


