
H/AP English Literature 2020 - 21 
Dr. Renée McGill 
Course Number: 125 
Sections / Blocks: D, F, H  
Plan Periods: A, E -- also available 7:20 - 7:45 am and after school 
Room: 217 
Contact: rmcgill@omahamarian.org or 402.571.2618 Ext. 6202 
 
“I can’t imagine a man [or woman] really enjoying a book and reading it only once.”  
– C.S. Lewis 
 
Course Description 
 
Prerequisites: Teacher recommendation and minimum grade of B+ in Course 110 
 
Reading: This course is an extremely accelerated, chronologically ordered survey of English 
Literature from Beowulf to the present. It will be our job this year to analyze the ideas of some of the 
most thought-provoking thinkers and writers from past and current times. We will read widely from 
various genres and consider how texts reflect historical movements and cultural values. In reference 
to the above quote by C.S. Lewis, the texts chosen invite and reward reading and rereading; they 
require us to engage actively in their complexity and richness of meaning. Careful, deliberate attention 
to both textual details and historical context will provide the foundation for interpretation, analysis, 
and--most importantly--the enjoyment of great works of literature.  
 
Writing: In addition to reading challenging works of literature, we will also use the writing process to 
develop and organize exploratory responses, in-class AP-style timed writes, MLA-format primary and 
secondary source papers, essay examinations, creative projects, and formal presentations that 
critically analyze the texts, cultures, and time periods studied. We will use writing to reinforce our 
reading and develop our interpretive skills. Assignments will focus on using writing and the revision 
process to increase our ability to understand, explain, argue, persuade, and defend our ideas about 
literature and the world around us.  
 
Opportunities: Students will take the Advanced Placement Exam in May and have the option of 
taking the course for dual enrollment through Nebraska Wesleyan University. 
 
Required Materials 
 
Student Texts: 

Austen, Jane. Pride and Prejudice. St. Paul: EMC/Paradigm, 1998. 
Bronte, Charlotte. Jane Eyre. New York: Barnes and Noble Classics, 2003. 
Haddon, Mark. Curious Incident of the Dog in the Nighttime. Doubleday, 2003. 
Kinsella, Kate, editor. Prentice Hall Literature: The British Tradition. Boston, Pearson-Prentice 

Hall, 2007. 
Shakespeare, William. Othello. St. Paul: EMC/Paradigm, 2005. 

Provided Texts/Materials: 
● AP Classroom: on the College Board AP website  
● Released AP English Literature and Composition Exams and materials  

mailto:rmcgill@omahamarian.org


● Online materials, including essays, poetry, short stories, literary criticism, periodicals, and 
websites 

Other Materials: 
● Folder -- there will be considerably fewer handouts this year, but you will want someplace to 

keep those that I do distribute during class 
● Writer’s Notebook -- the old fashioned kind with actual lined paper (spiral, journal, composition 

notebook, etc.) 
● iPad 

 
Course Objectives 
 
Students who successfully complete this course will achieve the following outcomes: 
1. Read a wide selection of challenging work from various genres, time periods, authors, and 
perspectives. 
2. Demonstrate understanding, interpretation, and analysis of assigned texts using content-specific 
terminology. 
3. Engage with assigned texts through meaningful conversation and annotation. 
4. Write in a number of rhetorical modes and literary styles for a variety of audiences. 
5. Apply the revision and editing process, including the mechanics and conventions of academic 
writing. 
6. Apply MLA formatting and style guidelines to assigned writing. 
7. Demonstrate an improvement in vocabulary and grammar skills. 
8. Cultivate intellectual curiosity through critical thinking, research, and problem solving. 
9. Communicate ideas and voice confidently in interpersonal settings and presentations. 
10. Discern the validity, credibility, and reliability of information from a variety of sources. 
11. Utilize technology creatively, ethically, and responsibly. 
12. Practice personal leadership through self-advocacy, initiative, responsibility, and accountability. 
13. Have the opportunity for concurrent (dual) enrollment through Nebraska Wesleyan  University, 
potentially earning three college credit hours. 
 
Major Assignments and Assessments 
 
Reading Assignments: A major component of the course is a heavy reading load that requires daily 
attention to assignments and active engagement with the texts. We cannot read passively in this 
course nor can we read on-line summaries or secondary sources in place of the texts. Assignments 
will be posted on Canvas and on the Daily Agendas used to start each class period. Major novels 
will be assigned ahead of the unit work to help with the reading load. Keep up with the daily 
reading assignments and manage your time accordingly.  
 
Class Discussion and Participation: Active attention and participation in class is mandatory. We will 
engage in small and large group discussions on a daily basis. We must all be mentally present for 
these discussions. The works we read become the most meaningful through the ideas generated 
during discussion. This means that your focus is on the content and activities happening in our class 
for every minute that we have together, not on studying for a test in your next class, doing homework 
for other classes, instant-messaging, or checking social media forums. Be present. Be engaged.  
 



Reading and Poetry Responses: Generally 1 to 2 pages in length, these papers are responses to 
questions and prompts about the various homework reading assignments. In these responses we will 
practice various types of writing techniques, apply literary terms and devices, and make connections 
between literary works, genres, and our world outside the classroom. We will continually reference the 
text in specific ways, using brief quotes, specific examples, and MLA format for in-text citations to 
support and develop ideas. These responses will also be important practice for the AP style Timed 
Writes and the foundation for analytic writing and generally worth 15 points.  
 
Writing Projects: We will write often in this course; formal papers will address patterns of academic 
discourse and explore challenging concepts presented through the literature. Types of writing projects 
include AP Style Timed Writes, literary analysis, argumentation, and creative writing. Research will be 
a component of several projects and papers; MLA documentation will be practiced and followed for all 
papers and presentations. We will write multiple drafts for the major papers and essays, utilizing 
teacher and peer feedback to revise our ideas and refine our writing style.  
 
Presentations: Public speaking is a vital component to success in school and in the world beyond 
school. We will participate in multiple opportunities to improve our public speaking skills through 
individual, partner, and small group presentations (both formal and informal). Generally, presentations 
focus on researching the cultural, literary, and historical contexts for works studied and then 
synthesizing and organizing information to be presented to the class using MLA outline and 
documentation format.  
 
Socratic Circles: Several times per semester, we will engage in Socratic Circle discussion. Through 
this format, students seek deeper understanding of a text through thoughtful preparation and dialogue 
with 10-12 other students. Socratic Circles are not debates; students may ask one another questions, 
make educated guesses at meaning, use the text to find answers, seek clarification from one another, 
and work together to construct meaning. No one wins the discussion; the group wins when meaning is 
achieved through shared conversation (without very much teacher intervention or direction). 
 
Quizzes and Exams: Reading quizzes check for comprehension and understanding of homework 
assignments; quizzes are difficult and designed to challenge students to read for details, patterns, and 
larger conceptual ideas. Comprehensive exams assess student understanding of literary selections, 
literary periods, thematic patterns, terminology, conventions, and stylistic devices. Students receive 
several opportunities per semester to complete Timed Writes using released AP Literature prompts to 
assess writing and literary analysis skills. Students will also gain practice with multiple-choice 
questions from released AP Literature exams.  
  
Class Policies 
 
Absences and Attendance: The absence policy in the Parent/Student handbook will be used in this 
classroom. The policy is listed in Section 6.3 of the handbook.  

● Your presence in class is vital to the success of your individual learning experience as well as 
to that of your classmates. Please make every reasonable effort to be in class (both live and 
virtually) so that we may benefit from each other’s insight.  

● When you are absent from class, check the Agendas on Canvas for details about the 
activities, notes, discussions, and homework that you missed. Follow the procedures 
listed below for make-up work due to absences.  



 
Turnitin.com: Most written assignments (including reading responses, homework assignments, 
project outlines, and essays/papers) will be submitted to Turnitin.com by the deadline. Any work 
submitted after the deadline should be turned in as soon as possible as a hardcopy with the Late / 
Make-up Work form completed and attached to the work as described in the policies listed below.  
 
Make-up Work: Complete make-up work as soon as possible so that you do not fall behind. Any 
make-up work submitted after a deadline or due date should be turned in to me as a hardcopy with 
the Late / Make-up Work form completed and attached to the work. Use the following guidelines for 
make-up work: 

● If you miss class due to athletics or other school-sponsored events, please submit homework, 
projects, or written essays by the original due date and time to Turnitin.com or turn in a 
hardcopy of the work to me in advance of the absence.  

● If you are missing consecutive days of class because of athletics or other school-sponsored 
events, please make arrangements with me prior to your absence about an acceptable due 
date for work to be completed. 

● In cases of illness or unforeseen circumstances that cause you to miss class, see me upon 
your return to school to submit a hardcopy of the work and/or to make arrangements for a 
reasonable time-frame for work to be completed.  

 
Late Work for assignments worth 15 points or higher: Work that was not submitted to 
Turnitin.com on-time or turned in during class on-time will receive a grade of zero until the work is 
submitted; this work receives a reduction ranging from a minimum of a one letter grade drop (from ‘A’ 
to ‘B’, ‘B+’ to C+’, etc.) to a maximum of a three letter grade drop (from an ‘A’ to a ‘C’ and so on) 
depending on the amount of time that has passed between the due date and the late turn-in date.  

● Late work for a given unit must be submitted by the end of that unit. In other words, no late 
work will be accepted for a previous unit after we have moved on to a new unit.  

● Failing to complete homework on time will result in the student attending the mandatory 
after-school iBlock.  

 
Late work for assignments worth less than 15 points: Smaller homework assignments worth 5 or 
10 points will not be accepted late. You will receive a 0 for these assignments if they are not 
completed on-time.  
 
Grading Scale: Grades are posted electronically in regular intervals. The school scale is A (100-94), 
A- (93), B+ (92-90), B (89-87), B-(86-85), C+ (84-82), C (81-79), C- (78-77), D+ (76-74),D (73-71), D- 
(70), F (69-0). 
✓ Note: I cannot bump grades up because you are close to a higher grade. In other words, an 89 is 

a ‘B’ and an 81 is a ‘C’ even though they are close to the higher grade. Be on top of your 
homework and be aware of your grade throughout the semester so that there are no surprises at 
the end of the semester. Feel free to set up an appointment with me to discuss your grade 
whenever you have concerns.  

 
Absent Quiz / Exam Policy: Students who are absent for quizzes and exams are required to confer 
with me as soon as possible to schedule the make up quiz/exam. Please follow this schedule. 
Students receive one day for each day of absence: e.g. absent Monday for exam, back to school on 
Tuesday, makeup the exam no later than Wednesday.  



 
Academic Integrity (Code of Conduct): By enrolling in this course, you join a community requiring 
intellectual integrity. When you write your name on an assignment, you take credit for the work 
contained. The Consequences for violating the Academic Integrity policy are outlined in the handbook, 
Section 4.1. Any assignment, test, project, quiz, or paper which evidences cheating will receive a 
zero and disciplinary action. Here are some guidelines for maintaining academic integrity: 

● Know that presenting someone else’s words or ideas as your own—whether another student’s 
work, a published writer’s work, a blog, or a published study guide (the list goes on)—is a 
serious offence in this class and elsewhere, especially as you move closer to college and 
higher education.  

● Academic integrity includes NOT sharing information about tests or quizzes with students in 
other sections, NOT taking pictures of quizzes or tests and sharing them online, and NOT 
collaborating on homework by recording similar or identical responses.  

● Students may not reuse or recycle a paper, project, or assignment from a previous course and 
use it to fulfill a new assignment in a different course. Should a student have good reasons to 
repurpose an assignment from a previous class, she should 1) be forthcoming about the reuse 
and seek advance approval from one or more instructors and 2) work with the instructor(s) to 
determine how best to significantly extend the work or project beyond its original form. The 
nature of the extension must be fully communicated to and approved by the instructor(s). 
 

Format for Submitted Work: All written and submitted work should adhere to the following 
guidelines:  

● Typed, computer generated in 12-point, Times New Roman (or Calibri) font  
● Left-aligned, double-spaced, with ½ inch to 1 inch margins (top/bottom and left/right)  
● Number your pages (top-right) and staple documents when submitting hardcopy 
● Include your name, my name, the course name, and the date in the top left corner of the first 

page only.  These items should be double-spaced.  
● These guidelines should be followed for both hardcopy and electronic submissions. 

 
AP Course Designation: We will learn skills throughout the year to prepare for the AP exam. The 
coursework, homework, timed writes, and practice exam materials will familiarize students with test 
format and evaluation expectations. Reviewing for the exam will require outside study as well, 
particularly during the 2nd semester. I encourage everyone in the class to take the exam in May. 
 
Dual Enrollment Option: Students have the option to take this course for college credit through 
Nebraska Wesleyan University. Handouts and links will be provided to students and parents about the 
benefits, registration process, fees, and credit hours. Below is NWU’s description of the course and 
their statement of commitment to Students with Disabilities. 

● Overview of ENG 1020 (Composition, Language, and Literature -- 3 credits): This is a 
course in which students develop their composition skills through reading and writing about 
literature. The course includes a discussion of multiple genres and of literary works’ historical 
and cultural contexts. Students will develop skills of writing in multiple forms and will learn the 
skills and terminology appropriate to discussing literary works in different genres. Students will 
receive instruction in writing skills such as structuring an argument, using evidence from 
multiple sources, using conventions appropriately, and refining an essay through revision. 

● Nebraska Wesleyan’s Commitment to Students with Disabilities (ADA Policy): 



Nebraska Wesleyan University seeks to maintain a supportive academic environment for 
students with disabilities. To ensure their equal access to all educational programs, activities 
and services, Federal law requires that students with disabilities notify the University, provide 
documentation, and request reasonable accommodations.  If you need accommodations in 
this course, please notify me so that I can verify that the required documentation is filed with 
the Academic Affairs Office and that your accommodation plan is in place. 

 
Communication Advocacy Policy: In keeping with the tradition of developing confident, 
independent, thinking leaders, students who have a question or concern about their class or grade 
should first talk to the teacher. If they are unable to reach a consensus, the student should then 
involve her guidance counselor, who will assist in her self-advocacy. If an issue remains unsolved, the 
teacher, parent(s), and student will meet. If consensus is not achieved once the aforementioned 
communication steps have been taken, the parent(s) should contact the principal.  
 
iPad Responsibilities: Students will . . .  

● Maintain an academic environment at all times. No games, messaging, shopping, or 
non-academic apps may be open during class. Turn off notifications for non-school apps and 
keep the volume muted.  

● NOT download a VPN to their iPads. 
● Keep the iPad closed or put away unless instructed by a teacher. IPads and other Smart 

devices must be put away during tests. Failure to remove those items will result in disciplinary 
action.  

● Ensure their IPad is fully charged each day and set up to sync to iCloud on a regular basis.  
● Follow the rules of digital citizenship. This includes not sharing passwords or passcode with 

another person or using another person’s iPad without the owner’s permission.  
● Always have permission before taking a photo, video, or audio recording of someone, 

including your teachers; any changes made after the initial recording should also be approved 
by the people involved. 

● Know that all iPad infractions result in a minimum of two (2) points. 
 
A Few Other Policies: 

● Virtual Learning 
○ Find a designated desk or table for on-line learning that is free from distractions as 

much as possible -- this place may NOT be your bed 
○ Camera must be on and you must be visible for class, just as you are when you are in 

the Marian classroom 
○ You are required to stay until the end of class unless I designate the last 15 - 20 

minutes as independent work time and tell you that you may log off from Zoom 
● Bring supplies and the assigned texts/readings with you to every class 
● No Food or drink in the classroom  
● Push your chair in when you leave 
● Keep the school and my classroom beautiful :) 
● Keep a written assignment notebook and “to do” list.  
● Expect to do homework every night.  
● Complete all assignments on time. No excuses. 
● Stay off social media and texting while you are doing your homework. Multitasking is a myth. 
● Think about what you are reading as you read it. Annotate the text as you read. 



● Visit the Marcella Writing Center to get help with papers and essays or schedule an 
appointment with me for a writing conference. 

● Proofread carefully, especially for work submitted on-line. Read your work out loud, print a 
hardcopy for final edits, and think about what you have written. 

● Ask questions. I really like questions.  
 
COVID 19 Policy: Due to the ongoing disruptions that COVID19 has brought to schools and families, 
we will be flexible with your student if the need arises. However, it is up to the student to communicate 
these needs to the teacher via email.  If a student is learning in a remote environment, it is expected 
she will be watching and participating in class via Zoom.  Please see Addendum C in the 
parent/student handbook for more information about virtual learning expectations. 
 
My Final Thoughts: Whenever possible (and I hope it’s every day!), bring a positive and curious 
attitude to class. The literature we will read this year represents some of the most dynamic writing in 
the history of the United Kingdom. The selections reflect important shifts in literary form and culture as 
well as significant historical moments. By enrolling in this class, you have taken the first step to 
engaging with the many important ideas we will discover and discuss this year. Thank you for being 
here! Now, the real work begins. Set some new goals for yourself this year and—if you find yourself 
struggling to meet those goals—be sure to let me know how I can best help you.  
 
Aspire to Greatness!  
 
Course / Unit Outline 
 
Eleven units are outlined chronologically in the following overview. Eight or nine of these units will be 
chosen for study throughout the course of the year. Listed texts are possible selections; not all texts 
and works listed will be covered for each unit. Units may not be covered in order.  
  
Overarching Questions for the year: 
 
❏ How does literature inform us about historical moments and time periods? 
❏ How does literature reflect the social, cultural, and religious values of a time period? 
❏ To what extent is literature an agent of social change? 
❏ To what extent do enduring themes change or stay the same over time? 

 
Unit 1: Summer Reading  
Text: Curious Incident of the Dog in the Nighttime 
Essential Questions: How does Haddon’s novel work within and against the hero’s journey archetype? 
What is the relationship between sense perception, interpretation, and knowledge? 
 
Unit 2: The Anglo-Saxon Period (449-1066) 
Texts: Beowulf 
Essential Questions: To what extent has the theme of good prevailing over evil changed over time? 
What impacts a culture’s definition of ‘monster’? Does every age need a hero? 
 
Unit 3: The Medieval Period (1066-1485) 



Texts: selections from Chaucer’s The Canterbury Tales, Malory’s Arthurian legends, and Sir Gawain 
and the Green Knight  
Essential Questions: How is the concept of pilgrimage relevant today? Has the ideal of Camelot 
endured through time, or is it an archaic concept, bound to a particular time and place? 
 
Unit 4: The English Renaissance (1485-1660) 
Texts: Selected poems by John Donne and William Shakespeare; Macbeth 
Essential Questions: How do poets use the formal structure of the sonnet to convey meaning? How 
much influence do we let others have in our lives? To what extent does power corrupt humans?  
 
Unit 5: Restoration and 18th Century Literature (1660-1800) -- IF TIME ALLOWS 
Texts: Excerpts from Gulliver’s Travels; “A Modest Proposal”; excerpts from Pope’s “Rape of the 
Lock”; Gray’s “Elegy Written in a Country Churchyard”  
Essential Questions: How do writers use irony/satire to create social change? How did scientific 
advancements in the 17th and 18th centuries impact literary style and achievement? 
 
Unit 6: The Romantic Period (1798-1832) - Poetry Study and Gothicism 
Texts: selected poems by Blake, Wordsworth, Coleridge, Byron, Shelley, and Keats; selections from 
Dorothy Wordsworth’s journal; excerpts from Mary Shelley’s Frankenstein 
Essential Questions: What is the role of nature in our lives? What is the connection between intuition, 
imagination, and knowledge? What is the relationship between the individual and his or her society? 
What is the relationship between romanticism and gothicism?  
 
Unit 7: The Romantic Period / Regency Era (1811-1820) - Novel Study 
Text: Jane Austen’s Pride and Prejudice 
Essential Questions: How do novelists use setting to establish theme? How do first impressions 
impact judgement? To what extent does Pride and Prejudice reflect both the limitations and 
opportunities for women during the Regency Period? 

 
Unit 8: The Victorian Age (1832-1901) 
Text: Charlotte Bronte’s Jane Eyre  
Essential Questions: To what extent are dualities a part of human nature? Does Jane Eyre criticize or 
reinforce existing Victorian social prejudices? How does Jane Eyre reflect the treatment of women in 
Victorian society? To what extent is Jane Eyre a feminist novel? 
 
Unit 9: Modern British Literature (1900-1950) -- Short stories and poetry interspersed 
throughout the year 
Texts: Selected short stories and essays from among the following writers: E.M. Forster, D.H. 
Lawrence, James Joyce, Virginia Woolf, and Katherine Mansfield; selected poetry from A.E. 
Hausman, W.H. Auden, W.B. Yeats, and T.S. Eliot 
Essential Questions: To what extent did modernist writers impact women’s suffrage and women’s 
rights? How do changes in literary style, point of view, and narrative structure reflect the political 
issues and social upheaval of the period?  

 
Unit 10: Postmodernism (1950 - present) -- Short stories and poetry interspersed throughout 
the year 



Texts: Selected essays, short stories, and poetry from Edwidge Danticat, Flannery O’Connor, Samuel 
Beckett, Goerge Orwell, J.R.R. Tolkein, Doris Lessing, John Fowles, Elizabeth Jennings, Seamus 
Heaney, Philip Larkin, Iris Murdoch, Graham Swift; Choice novel (see options in “Assessment” section 
below) 
Essential Questions:  To what extent do dystopian and fantasy writings connect with postmodernist 
concepts and concerns? How do postmodern writers challenge cultural values such as femininity, 
masculinity and heteronormativity? Why is intertextuality a postmodern trait? 
 
Unit 11: Shakespeare Revisited 
Text: Othello 
Essential Questions: What is the relationship between appearance, perception, and reality? What 
does it mean to be authentic? To what extent do people create public and private selves? What is the 
relationship between hubris and tragedy? 
 
 


