
Psychology Syllabus McLeay 

 

College Prep Psychology  

Mrs. Amy McLeay Email: amcleay@omahamarian.org 

Course Number: 351 Phone: 402-571-2618 ext:6287 

Office Hours: Before school 7:30-7:50  

Semester 1:  

Semester 2: Block E 

Homework will be posted on the front board & Canvas. 

 

Textbook: Psychology for AP Myers, 2nd edition 

Other Materials: There are readings and films that accompany this class. They relate to the particular 
concepts and materials under discussion. 

Teaching Methodology: Lecture Class discussions 

Cooperative learning groups Individual worksheets and projects 

 

Objectives: 

1. Describe and compare the biological, behavioral, cognitive and 

social-cultural perspectives 

2. List and explain the major subfields that make up psychology 

3. Examine the role of ethics in research and professional practice. 

4. Describe the elements of an experiment 

5. Explain the importance of using a representative sample in 

research 

6. Describe and compare these research methods: survey, naturalistic 

Observation, case study, longitudinal study, and experimentation. 

7. Describe the concept of correlation and explain how it is used in 

psychology 

8. Identify ethical issues in psychological research 

9. Identify the neuron as the basis for neural communication 

10. Describe how information is transmitted and integrated in the 

nervous system 

11. Analyze how the process of neurotransmission can be modified by 

heredity and environment 

12. Identify the structure and function of the major regions of the brain 
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13. Recognize that specific functions are centered in specific areas and 

lobes of the cerebral cortex 

14. Compare and contrast the influence on brain function between the 

left and right hemisphere 

15. Describe how the endocrine glands are linked to the nervous 

system. 

16. Assess the effects of heredity and environment on behavior 

17. Explain the concepts of threshold, adaptation and constancy 

18. Describe the operation of sensory systems 

19. Explain Gestalt concepts and principles 

20. Explain what is meant by attention 

21. Identify and explain major sources of stress 

22. List and explain possible physiological reactions to stress 

23. List and explain possible psychological reactions to stress 

24. Identify and explain cognitive and behavioral strategies to deal 

with stress and promote health 

25. Examine the nature of change over the lifespan 

26. Identify the complex cognitive structures found in the early 

development of infants and young children 

27. Outline the stage of developmental theory by theorists such as 

Piaget, Erikson, Gilligan and Kohlberg 

28. Describe the role of critical periods in development 

29. Characterize the difference between surface and deep processing 

30. Describe the operation of short-term memory 

31. Describe the operation of long-term memory 

32. Explain the role that interference plays in retrieval 

33. Identify the brain structures most important to memory 

34. Describe learning from a psychological viewpoint 

35. Describe the classical conditioning paradigm 

36. Describe the operant conditioning paradigm 

37. Explain how observational learning works 

38. Describe cognitive learning approaches 

39. Identify problem solving as a directed and productive example of 
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thinking Evaluate the theories of language acquisition 

40. Describe the NREM-REM sleep cycle. 

41. Compare theories that can be used to explain why we sleep 

42. Compare different theories about the use and meaning of dreams 

43. Describe one or more theories of motivation 

44. Define personality as the individual’s unique way of thinking, 

feeling and acting 

45. Explain the characteristics of different approaches to explain 

personality 

46. Identify important contributions to the understanding of 

personality 

47. Distinguish the characteristics of abnormal behavior 

48. Describe major explanations for the origins of abnormality 

49. Describe characteristics of effective treatment 

50. Compile a journal analyzing affect, behavior, and cognition. 

51. Examine the DSM to aid in final psychological disorder project. 

Classroom expectations: All students are required to participate in classroom discussions, complete daily 
work on time, and come to class prepared with all assignments completed prior to entering the classroom. 
Respect for classmates and their ideas will be essential to the learning environment. 

Grading: All papers, tests, individual worksheets and quizzes carry a different weight in the determination 
of the final grade. Tests and quizzes will count towards 60% of the final grade, projects and daily work 
will combine for the remaining 40%. No late work will be accepted. 

Failure to submit work: iBlock 

Students will be assigned to iBlock in the vent they do not turn in their homework/project.  

Academic Integrity: All classwork must represent the ideas and understanding of YOUR thoughts and 
knowledge. Failure to maintain academic honesty will result in a zero for the assignment and disciplinary 
action as outlined in the Student Handbook: 4.1 

Attendance: It is very important for you to attend every class period. Class discussions and in-class 
activities can not be made up and are a vital part of this course. When a student’s absences reach more 
than 10 (ten) in a semester their overall grade will be lowered by three percent (3%). Missing half of any 
class will be considered an absence. 

In the event an absence is unavoidable, students will have one day for every day absent to complete 
make-up work. Any work not completed within that time frame will not be accepted. Students present 
when an exam is announced but absent during an exam will be given the exam on the day they return to 
class. If a student is absent the day before an exam, but was in class when the exam was announced, they 
will take the exam as scheduled. 
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Testing: There will be chapter quizzes, pop quizzes and Unit exams during the semester. The formats may 
include multiple choice, true/false, matching and/or short answer. 

Technology: Students will conduct research of Psychodynamic Theorists, validate sources and create 
digital presentations. 

iPad Policy: 

Students will... 

● Maintain an academic environment at all times. No games, messaging, shopping or non-academic 
apps may be open during class. Turn off notifications for non-school apps and keep the volume 
muted. 

 
● NOT download a VPN to their iPad.  

 
● Keep the iPad closed or put away unless instructed by the teacher. IPads and other Smart devices 

must be put away during tests.  Failure to remove those items will result in disciplinary action.  
 

● Ensure their iPad is updated and fully charged each day and set up to sync to iCloud on a regular 
basis 

 
● Follow the rules of digital citizenship. This includes not sharing passwords or passcode with 

another person or using another person’s iPad without the owner’s permission.  
 

● Always have permission before taking a photo, video, or audio recording of someone, including 
your teachers; any changes made after the initial recording should also be approved by the people 
involved.  

 
● Know that all iPad infractions are a minimum of 2 points. 

 
The students will need to achieve several different projects. At times they will work individually, and at 
other times they will work in pairs or small groups. They will use a variety of databases and Internet sites 
to create a digital presentation. This will be a group requirement. There is one major project that will 
require the students to utilize the skills from ninth grade and tenth grade. This project will require them to 
validate their research sites from the Internet. The students will also create canvases or short films to 
express psychological disorders as a visual component. 

Communication: 

Per the Student Handbook: “In keeping with the tradition of developing confident, independent, thinking 
leaders, students who have a question or concern about their class or grade should first talk to the teacher. 
If they are unable to reach a consensus, the student should then involve her guidance counselor, who will 
assist in her self-advocacy. If the issue remains unresolved, the teacher, parent(s) and student will meet. If 
the consensus is not achieved once the aforementioned communication steps have been taken, the 
parent(s) should contact the principal.”  

 

_______________________________________________  

Student Signature     Date 
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_______________________________________________ 

Parent Signature     Date 


