
PLEASE NOTE: The COVID-19 pandemic may lead to sudden changes in class procedure and 
expectations. I will always try to give you a heads up when things are changing, and I would 
appreciate your flexibility and adaptability as we go through this together!  
 

Honors Physics II 460 
Instructor:  Mr. Miller 
Room:  112 
Phone: 402-571-2618 ext. 6207 
Email: nmiller@omahamarian.org    
Plan Blocks:  C and G 
Before/After School Hours:  7:25-7:45 and 3:05-3:30  (also by appointment) 
Homework Location: Canvas and Quest 
Required Materials: Pencil/Pen, notebook (for lab reports and notes), iPad, Organizational 
strategy (binder, folder, paperclips, etc) 
 
COVID-19 
Due to the ongoing disruptions that COVID19 has brought to schools and families, I will be 
flexible with you if the need arises. However, it is up to you to communicate your needs to me 
via email. If you are learning in a remote environment, it is expected that you will be watching 
and participating in class via Zoom. Please see Addendum C in the parent/student handbook for 
more information about virtual learning expectations. 
 
Course Objectives  
Upon completion of this course the student will: 
  

1. Become familiar with waves, sound, and light, 
2. Be able to construct and explain a simple circuit, 
3. Become familiar with the processes of data gathering, predicting, interpreting, and 

reporting lab results, and 
4. develop critical thinking and problem solving skills 

 
Class Expectations 

I expect you to give a reasonable amount of effort in class, and I expect that you will 
communicate with me when you aren’t in class, can’t turn something in, and ask questions when 
you are confused. When I give you time to work on homework, I expect you to work on 
Chemistry assignments first until you are done with the assignment. 
 
Absence Policy 
When possible, please let Mr. Miller know about a pre-arranged absence. This is especially 
important if you are going to miss a day with a lab or activity. You will have two school days to 
make up homework for every one day absent. Quizzes, homework, and labs must be made up 
within one week of returning to school. I am willing to have a conversation with you if you feel 
you need more time but you will have to initiate that conversation. The absence policy in the 
Parent/Student handbook will be used in this classroom. The policy is listed in Section 6.3 of the 
handbook. 
 
Students absent on the day of a test must take the test the next day. If you are absent for two days 
(and one of them is a test) you will have 2 days to make up the test. Makeup tests can be taken 
during the school day or before/after school. Makeup tests may not be identical to tests given in 
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class in order to prevent cheating. If you miss class for an extended period of time I am willing to 
make exceptions, but again, you must initiate the conversation before you take the test. 
 
Tardy Policy 
When class time is missed, important information and discussions are also missed. Students must 
make every effort to be on time to class. If you know you will have an excused tardy due to 
meeting with another teacher, I would appreciate it if you could send me an email or tell 
someone else in class to let me know if you will be late. Discipline points will be given when 
students are tardy to class. 
 
Grading Policy 
The semester grade will be made up of all points accumulated throughout the semester.  Points 
will be acquired through homework, presentations, labs, quizzes and tests. In case of absence, 
you may take a quiz before or after the date, but you must arrange a time with Mr. Miller before 
any planned absence. 
 
Assignments need to be turned in on time to receive full credit. Late work will be accepted but 
points will be taken off for being turned in late. Failing to complete homework on time will 
result in the student being assigned an iBlock. Please see Appendix C for iBlock guidelines 
during the pandemic. 
 
Students absent on the day of a test must take the test the next day. If you are absent for two days 
(and one of them is a test) you will have 2 days to make up the test. Makeup tests can be taken 
during the school day or before/after school. Makeup tests may not be identical to tests given in 
class in order to prevent cheating. If you miss class for an extended period of time I am willing to 
make exceptions, but again you must initiate the conversation before you take the test. 

 
Class attendance, participation and effort will be evaluated before a final point total is assigned.  
Grades will be given based on what percentage of the total points you have earned and will be 
determined using the grading scale of Marian High School. 
 
Homework Policy 
Some class time will be given for all assignments, but it is up to you to use your class time 
effectively. The amount of homework outside of class will depend on your effort and time 
management during class (and study hall). Homework is assigned to facilitate learning and 
choosing not to do this work will result in significantly less learning as well as a lower grade.  
Every effort should be made to ensure that all work in completed and turned in on time. Failing 
to complete homework on time will result in the student being assigned an iBlock. Please see 
Appendix C for iBlock guidelines during the pandemic. 
 
 
Since much of this class is done online, please be prepared for tech issues. Screenshots may not 
always be necessary, but it also doesn’t hurt to make sure you have copies of assignments before 
you turn them in. When it comes to Quest assignments, you cannot turn them in after the due 
date unless I change the settings on the website. Because of this, you will need to let me know 
(email is best, but you can certainly talk to me in person) if you did not finish a Quest assignment 
so that I can give you an extension on the Quest website. If you are absent on the day a Quest 
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assignment is due you will still need to have the assignment done. The reason for this is that I 
will give you a week to do Quest assignments the majority of the time, so you will have ample 
time to finish the assignment unless you are ill for an extended period of time, have a 
concussion, or in the case of other emergency. 
 

 
Cheating 
DO NOT CHEAT!  
Cheating is NEVER an acceptable substitute for effort and honesty. If you are confused about an 
assignment just send me an email with your question(s). Even if I don’t answer it right away, I 
will see that you made the effort to complete the assignment I will help you! 
 
 
 
Cheating includes more than just copying answers. Some other examples include: 
● Telling another student about questions that are on a test or quiz before that student has 

taken the test or quiz (this includes taking a picture of any part of a quiz or test and 
sharing the picture with others) 

● Looking up answers online and not citing your source or putting in your own effort 
● Getting help from someone else on an assignment that you are supposed to do on your 

own 
● Changing or copying data/results on a lab 
● Turning in an assignment that you did not do 
● Helping someone else to cheat in any previously mentioned way 

 
Whenever a student desires to recycle a product or assignment from a previous course and 
wishes to use it to fulfill a new assignment in a different course, there are at least these two 
conditions that must apply: First, the student must be forthcoming about the reuse and seek 
advance approval from one or more instructors. Second, as a general rule, the product cannot be 
simply reused but must be extended significantly beyond its original form, and the nature of that 
extension must be fully communicated to and approved by the instructor(s). 
 
Keep in mind the Eight Cardinal Rules of Academic Dishonesty as listed in the Academic 
Integrity policy for Northwestern University: 
 
“1. Know Your Rights. Do not let other students in your class diminish the value of your 
achievement by taking unfair advantage. Report any academic dishonesty you see. 
 
2. Acknowledge Your Sources. Whenever you use words or ideas that are not your own when 
writing a paper, use quotation marks where appropriate and cite your source in a footnote, and 
back it up at the end with a list of sources consulted. 
 
3. Protect Your Work. In examinations, do not allow your neighbors to see what you have 
written; you are the only one who should receive credit for what you know. 
 
4. Avoid Suspicion. Do not put yourself in a position where you can be suspected of having 
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copied another person's work, or of having used unauthorized notes in an examination. Even the 
appearance of dishonesty may undermine your instructor's confidence in your work. 
 
5. Do your own work. The purpose of assignments is to develop your skills and measure your 
progress. Letting someone else do your work defeats the purpose of your education, and may 
lead to serious charges against you. 
 
6. Never falsify a record or permit another person to do so. Academic records are regularly 
audited and students whose grades have been altered put their entire transcript at risk. 
 
7. Never fabricate data, citations, or experimental results. Many professional careers have 
ended in disgrace, even years after the fabrication first took place. 
 
8. Always tell the truth when discussing your work with your instructor. Any attempt to 
deceive may destroy the relation of teacher and student.” 
 
St. Louis University outlines good expectations for both faculty and students with regards to 
academic integrity: 
 
“Faculty are responsible for adhering to high standards of academic integrity in their 
own research and professional conduct; for laying out relevant parts of the policy on 
their syllabi and assignments; explaining key terms to students and following 
procedures for reporting and adjudicating possible violations both in and out of 
their academic unit. Furthermore, faculty are encouraged to create assignments that 
minimize the possibility of academic dishonesty through clear expectations and to 
help to create an environment in which academic integrity is uppermost. 
 
Students are responsible for adhering to University standards of academic integrity, 
helping to create an environment in which academic integrity is respected, and 
reporting violations of the policy to instructors, department chairs, or 
administrators, as appropriate.” 
 
The University of Washington provides some good advice to help avoid getting in a situation 
where cheating seems like an option: 
 
“The temptation to cheat can be eliminated by developing effective time and stress management 
skills and practicing sound study habits, by making good use of the academic support resources 
at the University [or in this case Marian], and by engaging in educational planning with the help 
of academic counselors.   
 
Certain common patterns in student behavior increase the temptation to cheat: falling behind in 
coursework or leaving large projects until the last minute; working too many hours to keep up 
with courses; taking too many difficult courses at once; encountering emotional or health 
problems that distract from studies and interfere with concentration.” 
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If you experience any of these, it would be far better to let me know what is going on instead of 
taking the easy (and wrong) way out by cheating. 
 
Consequences for violating the Academic Integrity policy are outlined in the Parent/Student 
Handbook, Section 4.1. 
 
I used information from the University of Houston, Northwestern University, St. Louis 
University, and the University of Washington to help make this academic dishonesty policy. 
 
Communication Policy 
In keeping with the tradition of developing confident, independent, thinking leaders inspired by 
faith, students who have a question or concern about their class or grade should first talk to the 
teacher. If they are unable to reach a consensus, the student should then involve her guidance 
counselor, who will assist in her self-advocacy. If an issue remains unresolved, the teacher, 
parent(s) and student will meet. If consensus is not achieved once the aforementioned 
communication steps have been taken, the parent(s) should contact the Principal. 
 
iPad Policy 
iPad expectations are posted in the room, and this year it is especially important that you charge 
your iPad every night and keep all apps and the iOS updated.  
 
For the purpose of clarity, all rules regarding iPads will also apply to laptops or other electronic 
devices in class as well. 
 
Final Note 
Finally, while these are the initial plans for this course, please keep in mind that things may 
change as the year progresses. I will make every effort to inform you of any changes to the 
course throughout the year, and if you have questions, suggestions, or comments about 
anything in class you can always ask or send me an email. 
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