
 
 

Concert Choir Syllabus 
2020-2021  

 
If you want to go fast, go alone. If you want to go far, go together. 

- African Proverb 
 

Course 802: Concert Choir 
Instructor: Ms. Lauren Morrissey 
Room Number: PAC (Music	Room) 
Email: lmorrissey@omahamarian.org 
Phone: (402) 571-2618 ext. 6146 
Instructor’s Free Periods: S1 - Blocks B and F, S2 – Blocks C and F 
Before/After School Hours: Monday, Tuesday, and Friday 7:15-7:45am, Monday-Friday 3:00-
3:30pm, or by appointment 
Homework Assignments and Information: Posted on Canvas 
Materials: Choir folder, music, pencil, and ipad 
Accompanist: Mr. Tim DiBlasi Email: tdiblasi@omahamarian.org 
 
Course Objectives: 

• Correctly read and perform rhythms in various time signatures 
• Develop music literacy in various key signatures with hand sign solfege 
• Demonstrate proper execution of dynamics, articulations, and phrasing 
• Demonstrate proper singing posture and breathing 
• Develop vocal techniques while singing alone and with others 
• Develop music theory knowledge and ear training skills 
• Make connections from music to culture, art and other forms of expression 
• Explore creative elements of choral music 

 
Grading	Policy	
Daily Participation 20% 
Homework Assignments and Projects 25% 
Tests and Skill Checks 25% 
Performances 20% 
Final 10% 

- Written 5% 
- Sight Reading/Singing 5% 

 
Homework: Late work will be accepted up to one week after the assignment is due, with 2 points 
deducted for each day it is late. Long-term projects and papers will not be accepted late. Failing 
to complete homework on time will result in the student attending the mandatory afterschool 
iBlock. See appendix C in the Student/Parent Handbook for iBlock guidelines. 
 
Alternative Participation: A choir member who is unable to sing due to illness or vocal injury 
may actively engage in writing observations during rehearsal to earn daily participation points 
for the day.  
 
 
 



Classroom Expectations 
Students should bring an open mind and open heart to class every day. Music is both a personal 
and community experience, thus students should show respect towards others and positively 
contribute to the collective goals of the ensemble.  

• Be on time for class, dress rehearsals, and concerts 
• Be prepared to learn, have your music ready, and have a pencil with you during class. 
• Chewing gum and mints will not be permitted in this class. 
• Water bottles are allowed. If you need to refill them, please do so before class. 
• Each choir member is responsible for keeping track of her music and returning it in good 

condition.  
• iPads should remain in backpacks when not in use during class. 
• No food is allowed anywhere in the Performing Arts Center. Discipline points will be 

given if a student brings food into the PAC. All food must be eaten AND containers 
thrown away in the Cafeteria or Quad.  

• Not following classroom expectations will result in discipline points given and/or 
participation points deducted. 

 
Tardy Policy 
It is important for students to be ready for class when the bell rings. Once a student has been 
tardy three times, discipline points will be given and/or daily participation points may be docked 
from the grade.  
 
Absence Policy 
The absence policy in the Parent/Student handbook will be used in this classroom.  The policy is 
listed in Section 6.3 of the handbook. If a student is absent for an assignment, quiz, or test, it 
must be made up within 2 days of returning to school. If a student knows they will be missing 
class time, they may need to take their test and turn in assignments before the missed class 
period. If a student is aware of a conflict with a dress rehearsal or performance, she should 
contact Ms. Morrissey.  
 
All students are expected to be present for performance and dress rehearsals.	Absence and 
tardiness for dress rehearsals and performances will be dealt with on an individual basis and may 
result in a loss of points for the performance grade.  
 
Communications Policy  
In keeping with the tradition of developing confident, independent, thinking leaders, students 
who have a question or concern about their class or grade should first talk to the teacher. If they 
are unable to reach a consensus, the student should then involve her guidance counselor, who 
will assist in her self-advocacy. If an issue remains unresolved, the teacher, parent(s) and student 
will meet. If consensus is not achieved once the aforementioned communication steps have been 
taken, the parent(s) should contact the Principal.  
 
Cheating Policy 

 
Performance Attire 
Students will need to wear a knee length, or longer, dress or skirt, or dress pants with a nice top. It is 
suggested that students wear flats or low heels for comfort and safety of standing on the risers on stage.  
For performances, students should wear appropriate stage make-up (foundation, blush, eye shadow, eye 
liner, mascara, and lipstick) and have hair pinned away from the face.  
 

The Consequences for violating the Academic Integrity policy are outlined in the Student/Parent 
handbook, Section 4.1. This course will adhere to this policy. 



iPad Responsibilities  
Students will...    

• Maintain an academic environment at all times. No games, messaging, shopping or non-
academic apps may be open during class. Turn off notifications for non- school apps and 
keep the volume muted.  

• NOT download a VPN to their iPad.  
• Keep the iPad closed or put away unless instructed by the teacher. IPads and other Smart 

devices must be put away during tests. Failure to remove those items will result in 
disciplinary action.  

• Ensure their iPad is updated and fully charged each day and set up to sync to iCloud on a 
regular basis  

• Follow the rules of digital citizenship. This includes not sharing passwords or passcode 
with another person or using another person’s iPad without the owner’s permission.  

• Always have permission before taking a photo, video, or audio recording of someone, 
including your teachers; any changes made after the initial recording should also be 
approved by the people involved.  

• Know that all iPad infractions are a minimum of 2 points  
 
COVID19  
Due to the ongoing disruptions that COVID19 has brought to schools and families, we will be 
flexible with your student if the need arises. However, it is up to the student to communicate 
these needs to the teacher via email. If a student is learning in a remote environment, it is 
expected she will be watching and participating in class via Zoom. Please see Addendum C in 
the parent/student handbook for more information about virtual learning expectations.  
 
Procedures for Concert Choir in the Music Room 
Until more information	is	available in mitigating the spread of the virus and singing, only 
students who are at home on Zoom will sing. Students in class will work on repertoire through 
active listening activities, and work on the other areas of our curriculum including music theory, 
music history, and music literacy. 
 
Beginning of class 

• Come in and clean your chair and stand with clorox wipe 
• Throw away in trash can  
• Get hand sanitizer and sit for class 

End of class 
• Clean your chair and stand 
• Throw away wipe in trash can 
• Get hand sanitizer and exit 

 



Tips for Succeeding and Earning Daily Participation Points in Concert Choir 
 

• Be ready to go in your seat or on Zoom at the beginning of class. Have 
canvas open, sheet music, and a pencil. 

• Practice makes permanent!  
• Keep track of homework assignments and turn them in on time. 
• Always listen carefully to directions.  
• Be patient, encouraging, and positive towards other choir members in rehearsals. 
• Always arrive early for dress rehearsals and concerts.  
• Ask questions and communicate! Ask Ms. Morrissey for help when you need it. 
• Make mistakes, own them, and learn from them. 
• Listen louder than you sing. 
• Sing with your heart and have fun!  

 
 
“Talent is good. Practice is better. Passion is best” – Frank Lloyd Wright 
 
“To play a wrong note is insignificant; to play without passion is inexcusable.” 
– Ludwig van Beethoven 
 
“Music gives a soul to the universe, wings to the mind, flight to the imagination, 

and life  to everything.” – Plato  

 
 
 



Return ONLY this page to Ms. Morrissey on Canvas by Wednesday, August 26, 2020. 
 
I acknowledge that I have read and agree to the policies in the syllabus for Concert Choir.  
 
 
Student Printed Name:___________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Student Signature: ___________________________________________Date: ______________ 
 
 
Parent or Guardian Signature:__________________________________Date:_______________ 
 
 
	
	
	


