
Syllabus for Advanced Placement Spanish V 
Course Number:      560 
Course Name:    Honors/Advanced Placement Spanish V 
Instructor:      Amanda Pritchard 
Phone Number:    (402) 571-2618 x6210 
Room Number:    316 
Email:      apritchard@omahamarian.org 
Free Periods:     Block G 
Available for Student Assistance:  7:15-7:45 a.m. and 3:15-3:45 
      Scheduled appointments 
Homework:     Calendars (in classroom and digital copy on Canvas) 
Textbook:     Triángulo Aprobado, 5th Ed. (Wayside Publishing)  

 Supplementary materials provided by teacher   
Required Materials:    iPad (fully charged daily), spiral-bound notebook, pocket folder, 

                                    pen/pencil, black whiteboard marker, earbuds 
 
Communications Policy: 
 
In keeping with the tradition of developing confident, independent, thinking leaders, students who have a 
question or concern about their class or grade should first talk to the teacher. If they are unable to reach a 
consensus, the student should then involve her guidance counselor, who will assist in her self-advocacy.  If an 
issue remains unresolved, the teacher, parent(s) and student will meet.  If consensus is not achieved once the 
aforementioned communication steps have been taken, the parent(s) should contact the principal. 
 
E-Mail Etiquette: 
All e-mails must include a formal greeting, a clearly stated body (with evidence of careful thought and proper 
English/Spanish), and be signed with the student’s first name, last name, and block. 
	
The language of instruction for this class is Spanish; all communication will be conducted in Spanish.  
 
Course Description & Objectives: 
 
Students will use Spanish in a variety of activities in order to help them master new skills. These activities will 
progress from guided to independent expression. Students will also observe, participate in, and discuss Spanish 
culture and history. This course is designed as a college level Spanish course that will prepare students to take 
the AP Spanish Language & Culture Exam.   
 
This will be accomplished through active involvement by all students in listening, reading, writing, and 
speaking activities. Presentation and reinforcement of new material will be done through modeling, shared, 
guided and independent instruction. Students will interact in a variety of groupings to foster teamwork, 
leadership, communication, and an environment of productive, cooperative learning. 
 
We will use the same objectives as those put forth by the American Council on the Teaching of Foreign 
Languages (ACTFL). 
 

1. Communicate in language other than English. (Spanish) 
2. Gain knowledge and understanding of other cultures. 
3. Connect with other disciplines and acquire information. 
4. Gain insight into the nature of language and culture. 
5. Participate in multilingual communities at home (in school) and around the world. 

 



Course Goal: Students will significantly improve their ability to read, write, speak and understand spoken 
Spanish. All students will be able to score at least a 3 on the AP Spanish Language & Culture Exam, and they 
will be capable of testing into at least a 4th semester college-level Spanish course. This course will also be 
offered as a dual enrollment class through the University of Nebraska Omaha.  
 
Absence Policy: 
 
The absence policy in the Parent/Student handbook will be used in this classroom. The policy is listed in 
Section 6.3 of the handbook. 

1. If you are gone for a known absence (IE. sports, vacations, retreats, and other school activities) you need 
to get the material ahead of time and all written homework will be due the day you get back, electronic 
homework is still expected to be done on time unless you will not have internet access. 

2. If you are gone due to illness or other unforeseen emergencies, you will have 2 days after you get back 
to complete the homework. If you are gone for a significant amount of time we will work out a schedule 
together. 

3. If you are absent the day an assignment is turned in, it needs to be turned in the day you come back. 
 
It is the responsibility of the student to utilize the calendar* and e-mail in order to stay current with 
assignments. Daily PowerPoints, including makeup work and instructions, will be posted in the Google Drive* 
at the end of each day. Students should first check the calendar*, then the PowerPoint, then with a peer, and 
finally with teacher (via e-mail) regarding makeup work. Most work can be made up independently at home to 
avoid falling behind. 
 
Grading Policy: 
 
The grading scale, as found in the Marian Student/Parent Handbook in section 3.2, is: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Assignments will be divided into categories and will be graded on a scale of 1-5 with annotations (i.e. -/+). 
These grades will then be interpreted into a grade out of 100 points. The initial 1-5 scale will be based entirely 
on the AP Spanish Language and Culture Rubrics for the corresponding categories:  

• Interpersonal Writing (e.g. writing an e-mail/letter)  
• Presentational Writing (e.g. persuasive essay)  
• Interpersonal Speaking (e.g. informal conversations)  
• Presentational Speaking (e.g. cultural comparison, presentation, etc.) 

 
The first semester scale will be as follows:  
 
Grade (1-5) Equivalent Range (1-100) 

5 100-98 
4 97-94 
3 93-90 
2 89-80 
1 79-69 

 
 

A- 93-100% 
B- 85-92% 
C- 77-84% 
D- 70-76% 

F- 69% and below 

The second semester scale will be as follows (subject to change): 
  

Grade (1-5) Equivalent Range (1-100) 
5 100-95 
4 94-91 
3 90-85 
2 84-78 
1 77-69 

 



Students are strongly encouraged to meet with the teacher if a question arises correlating to grade received. 
 
Students will also receive periodic points for the following types of assignments:   
 

Personal Reading: Students may read a novel, news article, short stories, poems, etc. throughout the 
course of the year. The teacher will assign various assignments that correlate to the readings.  
 
Vocabulary Quizzes: Students will have vocabulary quizzes that will focus on either a) the unit topic at 
hand, b) high frequency words in Spanish, or c) words/phrases that will help advance their ability to 
complete tasks for the AP Spanish exam. These lists will be disseminated via Quizlet.  

 
Journal Assignments: Periodically students will complete a journal assignment. Students will be given a 
rubric for grading.  

 
Interpretive communication: Students will be asked to read/listen to authentic sources in Spanish and 
answer questions based upon the source.  

 
Charla de Viernes: Based around different thematic units, students will be expected to hold a 2 to 3-
minute, Spanish conversation with the teacher, utilizing target vocabulary and topics. 

 
Classroom participation (25%)-  
20 points given weekly based on following rubric 

A (20-18.5 pts) B (18.5-17 pts) C (17-15.5 pts) D (15.5-14 pts) F (14-0 pts) 
-prepared for class 
-homework 
displays high level 
of effort, and is on 
time 
-classroom tasks 
are completed as 
directed, with 
enthusiasm for 
learning 
-behavior and 
interactions 
contribute 
positively to 
learning 
environment 
-only Spanish is 
spoken  
-student initiates 
and seeks out 
opportunities to 
speak Spanish 
often, with many 
-student volunteers 
to speak Spanish at 
least 8x 
 

-prepared for class 
90% of time 
-homework is done 
on time 
-classroom tasks 
are completed as 
directed  
-behavior and 
interactions do no 
interrupt, but do 
not contribute to a 
robust learning 
environment  
-English is spoken 
1-2 times when 
instructed to speak 
Spanish 
-student speaks 
Spanish when 
required, but does 
not initiate its use 
-student volunteers 
to speak Spanish at 
least 5x 
 

-prepared for class 
70% of time 
-homework is not 
done on time, or 
shows sloppy work 
with little effort 
applied 
-classroom tasks are 
completed after 
multiple requests 
from teacher  
-student is off-task 
sometimes and 
disrupts classroom 
flow 
-English is spoken 
initially, but then 
attempts Spanish, 
when instructed to 
speak Spanish 
-Spanish is only 
spoken when 
prompted 
-student volunteers 
to speak Spanish at 
least 3x 
 

-frequently 
unprepared for class 
-homework is not 
done multiple times 
in a week 
-classroom tasks are 
barely and rarely 
done 
-student is 
frequently off-task 
and disrupts 
classroom flow  
-English is main 
response when 
prompted to speak in 
Spanish  
-student sometimes 
does not speak 
Spanish when 
required, and does 
not initiate its use. 
-student volunteers 
to speak Spanish 
once 
 

-always unprepared 
for class 
-homework is 
chronically missing 
or done with no 
effort 
-classroom tasks are 
never done 
-student is off-task 
and disruptive or 
rude to teacher or 
peer 
-no Spanish is 
spoken 
-student never 
volunteers to speak 
Spanish 
 



Students will be given daily opportunities to work toward their participation grade. Though they will receive 
guidance and advisement if not meeting expectations, it is the responsibility of the student to be aware of 
participation expectations and to self-monitor.  
 
Classwork/ Homework (15%)- All assignments are due at the beginning of class, including electronic 
assignments, unless stated otherwise. Do not use a translator in attempts to understand sentences or questions; 
use homework as a practice and learning opportunity prior to an assessment that will include similar questions. 
Assignments will be turned in at random; otherwise they will be checked during class. Assignments that are 
completed but with evidence of little-to-no effort, will be scored lower than the high-quality work that is 
expected and modeled.  
 
Quizzes, Projects, and Tests (60%)- Students are advised to be prepared for an assessment at any time. Unit 
tests, essays, and/or summative projects will be assigned for each chapter. There will be a summative test at the 
conclusion of each chapter.  
 
Late Work- Students are expected to come to class with their homework completed to their best ability. Should 
a student not have her assignment completed on time, late work will be accepted for 50% credit (up to one day 
past the due date/until the summative test at the conclusion of the chapter/at a decreasing score rate of 10% each 
day the assignment is late.) For summative assignments (such as projects or essays), 10% will be taken off for 
every day it is late. Quizzes and tests must be made up within 5 days of a student’s return to school, or the 
student will receive the score of a zero. 
 
After School Study Hall: iBlock – As per the Marian Student/Parent Handbook in section 3.6, all students are 
expected to turn in their homework on the day and time it is due.  Any student who does not turn in a homework 
assignment on time will be assigned an after-school study hall, by the teacher, on that same day to make up the 
assignment. 
 

• iBlock will meet every day, Monday through Friday, for 35 minutes after school. If the student is assigned, 
attendance is mandatory. Unexcused absences will result in disciplinary action as does any unexcused 
absence from class.  

• Teachers will use their discretion in cases where there is a legitimate reason for missing a homework 
assignment. 

• Missing a ride, athletic practice, or work responsibilities are not excuses to be absent from an after school 
study hall. The student should consider this ahead of time and face the consequences. 

• A student on work study must attend the study hall and make up their work study after the study hall 
period.  

• A student must do school work and remain for the full period. If the student has finished the missing 
assignment, during an earlier study hall, she must work on something else. 

• A report with excessive after school study hall time will be sent to parents following each quarter. 
 
I do not offer extra credit. 
 
Academic Integrity Policy: 
 
The consequences for violating the Academic Integrity policy are outlined in the Marian Student/Parent 
Handbook in section 4.2. There is a zero-tolerance policy for academic dishonesty. If a student is found to be 
academically dishonest on any work for my class, she will receive the score of a zero for said work and will not 
be permitted to make up the work. In addition, discipline points will be assigned. 
 
Please note that academic dishonesty includes the use of a translator, human or electronic. 
 



 
 
 
Tardy Policy: 
 
Students are expected to be appropriately in the classroom, seated or preparing for class, at the time of the bell. 
They are expected to begin Welcome Work immediately. One discipline point will be assigned for every two 
classroom tardies. 
 
Classroom Expectations and Procedures: 
 

1. Students will arrive to class early or on-time, and prepared for learning. This includes bringing all 
required materials daily, unless otherwise instructed. The use of a notebook is crucial for practice and 
test-preparation. Please keep your notebook tidy and accessible; date and title entries, label it with your 
name, bring it to class daily. 

 
2. Active participation is a requirement. Students should be prepared to actively contribute to an 

educational environment and to apply their efforts toward the task at-hand. Reading or working on work 
from other classes, exchanging notes, use of electronics without permission, personal grooming, and 
sleeping are unacceptable and will not be tolerated. Student-teacher conferences, parent contact and/or 
discipline points will be assigned for any of these behaviors. 

 
3. Students will conduct themselves in a mature and respectful manner. Respect is a priority toward the 

teacher, peers, learning, and the physical classroom. This includes; maintaining a positive attitude, 
actively listening (without speaking) while others are talking, supporting one another, keeping a tidy 
workspace and cleaning it before dismissal, and waiting to be dismissed by the teacher. 

 
4. Use of electronics is prohibited, unless otherwise instructed. iPads are to remain locked until the teacher 

instructs usage. All iPad infractions are a minimum of 2 points. Ear buds are to be out of sight until 
instructions for use are given. Cell phones are not allowed. In the event that a cell phone is seen, 
students will receive one warning to put it away. If the phone remains an issue, the teacher will 
confiscate it and submit it to the office. Two discipline points will be assigned. 
 

5. In compliance with Marian Student/Parent Handbook in section 5.5, food and drink (other than water) 
are not allowed in the classroom. Water is permitted, but it must be in a clear bottle.  

 
Failure to meet expectations or to follow classroom/school rules will result in a student-teacher conference, 
parent contact and/or discipline points. The teacher is the sole authority on disciplinary consequences (including 
academic repercussions), and has the authority to administer disciplinary action including (but not limited to) 
the consequences listed in this syllabus. 
 
COVID-19 Statement: 
 
Due to the ongoing disruptions that COVID19 has brought to schools and families, I will be flexible with your 
student if the need arises. However, it is up to the student to communicate these needs to the teacher via email. 
If a student is learning in a remote environment, it is expected she will be watching and participating in class via 
Zoom. Please see Addendum C in the parent/student handbook for more information about virtual learning 
expectations.  
 
 
I look forward to a wonderful school year full of Spanish, learning, growth, respect and fun! If you have 
questions or concerns, or if you would like to schedule a meeting or tutoring session, please do not hesitate to 



contact me via e-mail. Students are always welcome in my classroom, should they need assistance. I am happy 
to schedule individual or small-group study sessions at their request.    
 
“Educating the mind without educating the heart is no education at all.”  - Aristotle 
 
 
 


