
 

 

382 Introduction to the Humanities 
Mrs. Jillian Roger jroger@omahamarian.org  Room 319 402-571-2618 x6249 

Availability: Block A, E, F  and after school until 3:25PM everyday.  
Homework: Posted to Canvas and on whiteboard in classroom.  

 
Welcome to Introduction to the Humanities! In this class, we will ask hard questions, challenge each other, but we will 
rarely find “answers.”  We will explore the major disciplines of the humanities through the lens of identity in order to 
understand the human experience. Knowledge of these disciplines welcomes us into the great history of human’s attempt 
to understand their place in the world. You will take part in this journey through the semester.  
  
Goals 
The goal of this course is that students are competent in the various disciplines within the humanities, have broadened 
their worldview and are committed to service both in their community and globally. Upon successful completion of this 
course, students are eligible for admission into the Humanities Scholar Program.  
 

Tools 
★ iPad 
★ Notebook, writing utensils 
★ Homework 
★ An eager disposition to discuss 

and learn with the group 
 
 
Grading 
All grades for this class will be calculated 
by points. There is no intentional 
weighting in class assignments.  

Assignments 
★ Homework is due at the 

beginning of the next class 
meeting, unless otherwise stated.  
Homework includes all reading 
assignments (whether in your 
textbook or a handout), 
worksheets, projects, and online 
assignments.   

★ Homework will be posted on 
Canvas and the whiteboard in the 
classroom.  You are responsible 
for checking to ensure your 
homework is completed on time. 

Evaluation 
★ Students will earn 5 points 

everyday for active contributions 
to class discussion.  

★ At the end of every unit there 
will be an evaluation of some 
kind. A paper, project, or other 
creative medium may be used for 
evaluative purposes.  
 

 
Course Format 
This course will include intentional discussion, Socratic seminars, critical writing, group work, and projects.  You are 
expected to be an active learner in this class and contribute to class discussions and activities.   
 
Brief overview of each unit: 
Introduction: Who am I? 
Music and Art: How do I express who I am? 
Philosophy: How do we know who we are? 
Literature and Language: How does the written word communicate identity to the world? 
History: How do we understand how to remember people and events? 
Religion/Ethics: How do humans know what is right and/or good? Is there a universal ethical “good”? 
Final Project: How can I relate my understanding of the humanities through an investigation of my identity?  
  
 

  



 

 

Roger’s Code of Conduct 
Attendance 
Attendance is imperative to the class culture. For that reason, students will earn 5 points a day for taking part in constructive dialogue 
in class. An excused absence (school sports event, retreat, etc) will result in the student being exempt from day missed day’s 
participation points. An unexcused absence will result in a 0 for the day’s participation points.  
Additionally, If you arrive after the door is shut, you are tardy. Tardiness is not accepted without a slip from the office, counselor, or 
another teacher. Arriving late to class is disruptive to not only yourself, but also to the rest of the class. As a result, a student who is 
tardy to class will receive a disciplinary point. The absence policy in the Student/Parent handbook will be used in this classroom.  The 
policy is listed in Section 6.3 of the handbook. 
 
Honor Code 
You must do your own work.  Do not copy the work of others (a classmate, an internet site, or book).  This is called PLAGIARISM or 
cheating.  The consequences for violating the Academic Integrity policy are outlined in the handbook, Section 4.1 and include 
receiving a 0 on the assignment/test/project and parent notification. Consequences increase with subsequent cheating incidents. 
  
Homework 
You must turn in work when it is due. You will be assessed a late penalty every day it is late. You may not make-up work after it is 
five days overdue. After that point, the assignment becomes a 0 in the grade book.  
Long term projects are due on the assigned date. If you are absent for any reason, you should plan to turn the work in early. If you are 
ill on a due date, the project should be submitted electronically. Failing to complete homework on time will result in the student 
attending the mandatory after-school iBlock. 
  
Devices 
Cells phones and any personal communication devices should be turned off during class and stowed in your backpack. Please do not 
answer phones, text, or allow your phones to ring or vibrate during class. Cell phones are confiscated and points issued if you use it in 
class.  Laptops are allowed but must be shut unless I say otherwise. The iPad will be used frequently in this classroom. It is vital for 
the student to come to class prepared with a fully charged, synced, and updated device. Once the bell rings, signaling the beginning of 
the block, students should only be using their iPad for Humanities class work. If a student is engaging in non-class or non-school 
related iPad usage during the class block, she will receive 2 disciplinary points (e.g. texting, gaming, writing a paper for another class, 
you get the idea!). When the iPad is not required for a class activity, it should be stored on the floor or in a backpack.  
Additionally, phones and smart watches should not be used for communication purposes during class. School procedures will be 
followed for students who use their phone in the classroom. Students who are seen texting on their smart watches will also receive 2 
disciplinary points.  
 

iPad Responsibilities 
Students will… 

★ Maintain an academic environment at all times.  No games, no messaging, shopping, etc. 
★ Keep the iPad on the desk, with the cover closed, at the start of every class.  They will not open the iPad unless instructed by the teacher. 
★ Ensure their iPad is fully charged at the start of the school day. 
★ Sync their iPad regularly. 
★ Keep the operating system and apps up to date. 
★ Have the volume of their iPad muted unless otherwise requested by the teacher and use earphones when listening to personalized audio. 
★ Turn off notifications for non-school apps 
★ Not have iPads, Smartwatches or fitness trackers out during tests or quizzes.  Failure to remove those items will result in disciplinary action. 
★ Have non-school apps closed during class. 
★ “Sleep” the iPad when the teacher is addressing the class or group; this means the teacher knows that he or she has your attention. 
★ Not share their passwords or passcode with another person. 
★ Not use another person’s iPad without the owner’s permission. 
★ Always seek permission before taking a photo, video, or audio recording of someone, including your teachers; any changes made after the initial 

recording should also be approved by the people involved. 
★ Follow all teacher directions regarding iPad use and digital citizenship. 
★ Know that all iPad infractions are a minimum of 2 points 

 
  



 

 

Grading Scale 

A        94-100 B+        90-92 C+       82-84 D+       74-76 F        0-69 

A-              93 B         87-89 C         79-81 D       71-73  

 B-        85-86 C-       77-78 D-            70  

 
Grades will be updated regularly on the PowerSchool management system.  If you have a dispute over a grade, it must be addressed to 
the teacher within one week of the grade’s posting.   
 
Communication Policy 
In keeping with the tradition of developing confident, independent, thinking leaders, students who have a question or concern about 
their class or grade should first talk to the teacher.  If they are unable to reach a consensus, the student should then involve her 
guidance counselor, who will assist in her self-advocacy.  If an issue remains unresolved, the teacher, parent(s) and student will meet.  
If consensus is not achieved once the aforementioned communication steps have been taken, the parent(s) should contact the principal. 
Any email communication will not be answered after 7:00PM and before 7:00AM.   
Furthermore, any email communication that does display appropriate email etiquette will not be answered. Email 
etiquette includes, at minimum, a salutation (Dear Mrs. Roger), a detailed explanation of your problem or 
question, a signature that includes your full name and block you are in.  
 
COVID19 
Due to the ongoing disruptions that COVID19 has brought to schools and families, we will be flexible with your student if the need 
arises. However, it is up to the student to communicate these needs to the teacher via email. If a student is learning in a remote 
environment, it is expected she will be watching and participating in class via Zoom. Please see Addendum C in the Parent/Student 
handbook for more information about virtual learning expectations.  
 
 
Tips to be successful in this class 

★ Read the assigned readings 
★ Complete your homework on time 
★ Come prepared to discuss in class 
★ Ask questions. Don’t expect answers. We’re on a journey.  

 
 


