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SYLLABUS FOR AP EUROPEAN HISTORY 
2020-2021 School Year 

 
Course Name and No:   AP European History (390) 
Instructor:     Mrs. Salzman 
Room Number:    320 
Phone Number:    (402) 571-2618 ext. 6235 
Email:      ksalzman@omahamarian.org 
Available for Assistance:   Blocks B and E (1st semester); Blocks C and G 

or via Email or Zoom appt. (M-F 7AM - 5PM) 
Textbooks:     - Western Civilization Since 1300, 10th,  

Cengage, 2020. 
      - AMSCO AP European History, Perfection 

 Learning, 2019. 
Homework and Other Assignments: Posted on Canvas 
 
 

 
Course Description and Goals 
This course is an in-depth review of major developments in modern European history.  Special 
emphases are placed upon the political-diplomatic, social-economic, and intellectual-cultural 
histories of the European countries.  Students are expected to demonstrate knowledge of basic 
chronology and major events from the Renaissance (around 1450) to the present.  The content of 
the course follows Advanced Placement guidelines of the College Entrance Examination Board; 
consequently, instruction is given at the college level.  For more information regarding AP 
European History standards and competencies, please visit: 
http://apcentral.collegeboard.com/apc/public/courses/teachers_corner/2122.html  
 
The goals of this class are to develop: 

a. an understanding of some of the principal themes in modern European history,  
b. an ability to analyze historical evidence, and 
c. an ability to analyze and express historical understanding in writing. 

 
Themes and Topics 
The broad themes listed below indicate some of the important areas that you will learn in this 
course: 

1. Interaction of Europe and the World 
2. Economic and Commercial Developments 
3. Cultural and Intellectual Developments 
4. States and Other Institutions of Power 
5. Social Organization and Power 
6. National and European Identity 
7. Technological and Scientific Innovation 

 
The topics in the course are arranged in units in chronological order: 
UNIT 1 - Renaissance Europe (1350-1600) - 4 weeks 
UNIT 2 - Reformation and Religious Wars (1500-1600) - 3 weeks 
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UNIT 3 - Changes in Early Modern Europe (1600-1715) - 4 weeks 
UNIT 4 - 18th Century Europe (1715-1789) - 3 weeks 
UNIT 5 - The French and Industrial Revolutions (1789-1900) - 3 weeks 
UNIT 6 - 19th Century Politics and New Ideologies (1815-1871) - 4 weeks 
UNIT 7 - Upheavals of the Late 19th and Early 20th Centuries (1871-1919) - 4 weeks 
UNIT 8 - The Interwar Period and WWII (1919-1945) - 3 weeks 
UNIT 9 - Cold War to the Present (1945-present) - 3 weeks 
 
REQUIRED MATERIALS 
The following materials are required in class every day.   

● 3-ring binder  
● Writing utensils and effective stylus for on-line work. 

Apps needed for class (in addition to standard school apps): 
● Apple Classroom 
● Google Earth 

 
CLASSROOM EXPECTATIONS 

● Bring materials to class every day. Ipads need to be charged. 
● When learning (zooming) from home, you need to be on time to class just as if 

you were at school.   
● When zooming from home, you need to be in a lighted environment that is 

appropriate for class learning.  Your face needs to be seen at all times. 
● Complete all homework on time.   
● Listen attentively and participate in class activities whether in class or zooming from 

home; do not work on other assignments. 
● Use your ipad for activities related to this class only. 
● Take notes during teacher presentations or add to your existing notes. 
● Treat other students and their property with respect. 
● No eating in class; only water in a clear bottle will be allowed.  
● Be sure all non-class related apps are closed at the start of class. Apple Classroom 

tracks your app use so be sure to close them to avoid points. 
● No use of cell phones during class – a cell phone cannot be used in place of your 

ipad. Make sure your phone is off at the start of class. 
● Comply with the school’s dress code every day. 

 
GRADES 
Grades and attendance will be regularly updated on PowerSchool. The following grading 
scale, which is found in the Student Handbook, is determined by Marian High School: A 93-
100, B 85-92; C 77-84; D 70-76; F 0-69.  Grades are based upon total points accumulated 
in the following areas: Homework, quizzes, tests, participation, projects. 
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● Homework:  Keeping up with readings and completing Key Concept Reading Guides 
is important to class lectures and discussions. All homework and other on-line 
assignments will be posted on Canvas. Students are expected to turn in their 
homework on the day and time it is due. Most homework will consist of reading 
Quizzes and Tests: Each unit will have a test. Students will also complete periodic 
progress checks on AP Classroom for a completion grade. Reading check quizzes 
will be given randomly. Each unit will also have either an LEQ (Long Essay 
Question) and/or a DBQ (Document-Based Question). 

● Tests will be based on content in sub-units within each chapter. A study guide, 
vocabulary list and other study resources will be provided prior to each test. 
Cumulative exams will be given at the end of each semester and are worth about 12-
15% of the semester grade.  

● Participation: Participation points will be earned by actively participating in class.  
Bellwork, classwork and group activities will earn points toward this grade. 

● Projects: There will be several projects during the semester.  Details will be 
discussed at a later time.  Rubrics will be provided for projects when they are 
assigned. 

 
ABSENCE POLICY AND MAKE-UP WORK: 
The absence policy in the Parent/Student handbook will be used in this classroom. The 
policy is listed in Section 6.2 of the handbook.  

● At-home learning: If you are at home learning virtually and cannot access the 
class, please call or text your class buddy or another friend in the class so they can 
alert me of that.  If you are unable to attend, please email me about that.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

● Homework and Daily Assignments:  If you are unable to attend class in person or 
via Zoom due to an excused absence, it is your responsibility to look up missed 
assignments on Canvas and complete them. Failure to do so will result in a zero for 
that assignment.   

● Quizzes and Tests: If you miss a quiz or test due to an excused absence, you will 
need to notify me and schedule a time to make it up.   Failure to do this may result 
in a zero for a daily quiz and/or a reduction in test grade.   

● Projects:  If absent on a project’s due date, efforts should still be made to submit it 
on time (most projects will be submitted electronically).  

**In the event of extended illness or longer medical absence, additional time for 
make-up work can be arranged with me. 
 
LATE AND MISSING WORK:  
Anyone who does not turn in a homework assignment on time will be assigned an “i-Block”.  
Usually this is a mandatory after-school study hall but, due to Covid-19, i-Block will consist 
of notifying student services of the missing homework.  After three missing homework 
assignments, parents and students will be notified by student services. 
 
COVID-19 TEST-TAKING PROCEDURES: 
When part or all of the class is taking quizzes or tests at home, students will need to use 
two devices (phone, ipad, laptop, desktop).  One device will need to be propped up from 
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enough distance that the teacher can visibly see the student taking the test.  The second 
device will be used for taking the test.  With the exception of open-note quizzes, all notes, 
textbooks, on-line materials and any other course materials should be put away and may 
not be used during any assessments unless authorized by the teacher.  The student is 
responsible for making sure two devices are charged and ready to use before the 
start of each in-home assessment. 
 
 
TARDY AND RESTROOM POLICY: 
When zooming from home, you need to be in class on time. While at school, because 
of new procedures to limit contact, students occasionally may not make it to class on time 
even with the extended 10 minute passing period.  Numerous tardies should nevertheless 
be avoided.  If you need to use the restroom during class, you may leave to do so without 
telling me as long as no other students have left at that time.  Please try to wait until the 
end of an activity and do not go during a test or quiz.          
 
ACADEMIC INTEGRITY: 
The Consequences for violating the Academic Integrity policy are outlined in the handbook, 
Section 4.1. By enrolling in this course, you join a community that requires intellectual 
honesty. When you write your name on an assignment, you take credit for the work you 
submit. Any assignment, test, project, quiz, or paper which evidences cheating will receive 
a zero and disciplinary action. Here are some guidelines for maintaining academic integrity:  

●   Presenting someone else’s words or ideas as your own - whether another student’s work, a 

published work, or other work that is not your own - is considered plagiarism and is unacceptable.  

●   Academic integrity includes not sharing information about tests or quizzes with students in other 

sections, not taking pictures of quizzes or tests, and not copying homework. 

●   Students may not reuse a paper, project, or other assignment from a previous course to fulfill an 

assignment in this course.  
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COMMUNICATIONS POLICY: 
In keeping with the tradition of developing confident, independent, thinking leaders, students 
who have a question or concern about their class or grade should first talk to the teacher.  If 
they are unable to reach a consensus, the student should then involve her guidance counselor, 
who will assist in her self-advocacy.  If an issue remains unresolved, the teacher, parent(s) and 
student will meet.   If consensus is not achieved once the aforementioned communication steps 
have been taken, the parent(s) should contact the Principal. 
 
IPAD RESPONSIBILITIES  
Students will...  

● Maintain an academic environment at all times. No games, messaging, shopping or non-
academic apps may be open during class. Turn off notifications for non-school apps and 
keep the volume muted. 

● NOT download a VPN to their iPad.  
● Keep the iPad closed or put away unless instructed by the teacher. IPads and other Smart 

devices must be put away during tests unless tests are on-line.  Failure to remove those 
items will result in disciplinary action. 

● Ensure their iPad is updated and fully charged each day and set up to sync to iCloud on a 
regular basis 

● Follow the rules of digital citizenship. This includes not sharing passwords or passcode with 
another person or using another person’s iPad without the owner’s permission.  

● Always have permission before taking a photo, video, or audio recording of someone, 
including your teachers; any changes made after the initial recording should also be 
approved by the people involved.  

● Know that all iPad infractions are a minimum of 2 points.  
 
COVID19 
Due to the ongoing disruptions that COVID19 has brought to schools and families, we will be 
flexible if the need arises. However, it is up to the student to communicate these needs to the 
teacher via email. If a student is learning in a remote environment, it is expected she will be 
watching and participating in class via Zoom. Please see Addendum C in the parent/student 
handbook for more information about virtual learning expectations.  
 
 

********************************* 
For parent to sign: 
 
__ I have read and understand the course syllabus for European History. 
 
Parent name (printed) _________________________________________________ 
 
Parent signature _____________________________     Date_______________ 
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For student to sign: 
 
__ I have read and understand the course syllabus for European History. 

Student name (printed) _________________________________________________ 
 
Student signature ____________________________    Date ____________________ 
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