
 
SYLLABUS FOR AP WORLD HISTORY AND GEOGRAPHY 

Spring Semester 2021 
 

Course Name and Number: AP Human Geography (370) 
Instructor:    Mrs. Salzman 
Room Number:   320 
Phone Number:   (402) 571-2618 ext. 6235 
Email:     ksalzman@omahamarian.org 
Available for Assistance:  Blocks C and G  
    7:15-7:45 a.m.; 3:00–3:30 
Textbooks:    “The Cultural Landscape: An Introduction to  
Human Geography”, Miami University Ohio, 13th edition, 2020.  
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION: The purpose of the AP Human Geography course is to introduce 
students to the systematic study of patterns and processes that have shaped human 
understanding, use, and alteration of the Earth’s surface.  Students employ spatial concepts 
and landscape analysis to examine human social organization and its environmental 
consequences.  They also learn about the methods and tools geographers use in their 
science and practice.   
 
COURSE OBJECTIVES:  Upon completion of AP Human Geography students will be able to 
● Use and think about spatial maps and data. 
● Understand and interpret the implications of associations among phenomena in 
places. 
● Recognize and interpret at different scales the relationships among patterns and 
processes. 
● Define regions and evaluate the regionalization process. 
● Characterize and analyze changing interconnections among places. 
● Demonstrate literacy and competency in the following areas: 
o The nature and perspectives of Geography 
o Population and migration patterns  
o Cultural patterns and processes 
o Political organization of space 
o Agriculture and rural land use 
o Cities and urban land use 
o Industrial and economic development  
 
MATERIALS:  The following should be brought to class daily 
● Textbook (see above) 
● Charged iPad 
● A 1-inch three-ring binder. 
● Pens and/or pencils 
● Material will also be taken from other sources, which will be provided in class. 
 
HOMEWORK: 
● Most homework will consist of reading, note-taking and short writing activities.  
Practice AP test questions will be assigned through the “AP Classroom” and some through 
the textbook program. 
● All homework is to be completed and turned in on time.  If a student is absent when 
work is assigned, there will be a two-day make up for completion.  It is the student’s 
responsibility to obtain assignments when they return to school. 
● If you are absent on the day of a test/quiz, you will need to schedule a make-up 
time on the day of your return. Being absent the day before a quiz/test does not excuse you 
from taking the quiz/test at the regularly scheduled time.  A point deduction will be given if 
the quiz/test is not taken when required. 



● To do well on the chapter tests, it is strongly suggested that the student take notes 
in outline format of each chapter when reading! 
●  
 
GRADING: 
The textbook covers a large part of the topics and vocabulary learned and provides you with 
specific examples.  In addition to the text, notes should be taken in class which are not 
necessarily covered in the textbook.  Primary sources will periodically be used, as will 
supplemental assignments for homework.  Students will be asked to memorize specific map 
locations and geographic models when those topics arise.  
 

Grade categories 
Participation (bell-ringers and classwork)  
Quizzes (we will have one most days on reading or notes from the class before). 
Homework assignments (reading and writing activities) 
Unit Tests 
Semester Exam 

 
Course Outline:  The following is based on the course framework for AP Human Geography 
developed by the AP College Board.  A more detailed outline is posted on Google Classroom 
under each Unit folder. 
 

Topic Coverage on 
AP Exam Readings Course Time 

I. Thinking Geographically  
 8-10% Chapter 1 2 Weeks 

II. Population and Migration Patterns and 
Processes 

 

12-17% 

 

Chapter 2-3 3 Weeks 

 

III. Cultural Patterns and Processes  
 

12-17% 

 

Chapter 4-7 3 Weeks 
 

IV. Political Patterns and Processes  
 12-17% Chapter 8 2 Weeks 

V. Agricultural and Rural Land Use  

 

12-17% 

 

Chapter 9 3 Weeks 

 
VI. Cities and Urban Land Use 12-17% Chapter 12 2 Weeks 

VII. Industrial and Economic Development 
12-17% 

12-17% 
Chapter 10, 11 2 Weeks 

Semester Exam Review  
 

 1 Week 

 
AP EXAM: 
Students are strongly encouraged to sign up for the exam this fall (October 1st deadline).  It 
is relatively easy to earn a score of 3 or above if you commit yourself.  Mrs. Salzman will 
offer many opportunities to help you prepare. 
 
CLASS EXPECTATIONS: 
● Bring materials to class every day. Ipads need to be charged. 
● When learning (zooming) from home, you need to be on time to class just as if 
you were at school.   



● When zooming from home, you need to be in a lighted environment that is 
appropriate for class learning.  Your face needs to be seen at all times. 
● Complete all homework on time.   
● Listen attentively and participate in class activities whether in class or zooming from 
home; do not work on other assignments. 
● Use your ipad / laptop for activities related to this class only. 
● Take notes during teacher presentations or add to your existing notes. 
● Treat other students and their property with respect. 
● No eating in class; only water in a clear bottle will be allowed.  
● Be sure all non-class related apps are closed at the start of class. Apple Classroom 
tracks your app use so be sure to close them to avoid points. 
● No use of cell phones during class – a cell phone cannot be used in place of your 
ipad. Make sure your phone is off at the start of class. 
● Comply with the school’s dress code every day. 
 
ABSENCE POLICY AND MAKE-UP WORK: 
The absence policy in the Parent/Student handbook will be used in this classroom. The 
policy is listed in Section 6.2 of the handbook.  
● At-home learning: If you are at home learning virtually and cannot access the 
class, please call or text your class buddy or another friend in the class so they can alert me 
of that.  If you are unable to attend, please email me about that.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         
● Homework and Daily Assignments:  If you are unable to attend class in person or 
via Zoom due to an excused absence, it is your responsibility to look up missed assignments 
on Canvas and complete them. Failure to do so will result in a zero for that assignment.   
● Quizzes and Tests: If you miss a quiz or test due to an excused absence, you will 
need to notify me and schedule a time to make it up.   Failure to do this may result in a 
zero for a daily quiz and/or a reduction in test grade.   
● Projects:  If absent on a project’s due date, efforts should still be made to submit it 
on time (most projects will be submitted electronically).  
**In the event of extended illness or longer medical absence, additional time for 
make-up work can be arranged with me 
 
LATE AND MISSING WORK:  
Anyone who does not turn in a homework assignment on time will be assigned an “i-Block”.  
Usually this is a mandatory after-school study hall but, due to Covid-19, i-Block will consist 
of notifying student services of the missing homework.  After three missing homework 
assignments, parents and students will be notified by student services. 
 
COVID-19 TEST-TAKING PROCEDURES: 
When part or all of the class is taking quizzes or tests at home, students will need to use 
two devices (phone, ipad, laptop, desktop).  One device will need to be propped up from 
enough distance that the teacher can visibly see the student taking the test.  The second 
device will be used for taking the test.  With the exception of open-note quizzes, all notes, 
textbooks, on-line materials and any other course materials should be put away and may 
not be used during any assessments unless authorized by the teacher.  The student is 
responsible for making sure two devices are charged and ready to use before the 
start of each in-home assessment. 
 
. 



TARDY AND RESTROOM POLICY 
When zooming from home, you need to be in class on time. While at school, because of 
new procedures to limit contact, students occasionally may not make it to class on time even with 
the extended 10 minute passing period.  Numerous tardies should nevertheless be avoided.  If 
you need to use the restroom during class, you may leave to do so without telling me as long as 
no other students have left at that time.  Please try to wait until the end of an activity and do not 
go during a test or quiz.          
 
ACADEMIC INTEGRITY 
The Consequences for violating the Academic Integrity policy are outlined in the handbook, 
Section 4.1. By enrolling in this course, you join a community that requires intellectual honesty. 
When you write your name on an assignment, you take credit for the work you submit. Any 
assignment, test, project, quiz, or paper which evidences cheating will receive a zero and 
disciplinary action. Here are some guidelines for maintaining academic integrity:  
●   Presenting someone else’s words or ideas as your own - whether another student’s work, a published work, 

or other work that is not your own - is considered plagiarism and is unacceptable.  

●   Academic integrity includes not sharing information about tests or quizzes with students in other sections, 

not taking pictures of quizzes or tests, and not copying homework. 

●   Students may not reuse a paper, project, or other assignment from a previous course to fulfill an assignment 

in this course.  

 
COVID19 
Due to the ongoing disruptions that COVID19 has brought to schools and families, we will be 
flexible if the need arises. However, it is up to the student to communicate these needs to the 
teacher via email. If a student is learning in a remote environment, it is expected she will be 
watching and participating in class via Zoom. Please see Addendum C in the parent/student 
handbook for more information about virtual learning expectations.  
 
 
 
 

********************************* 
For parent to sign: 
 
__ I have read and understand the course syllabus for AP Human Geography. 
 
Parent name (printed) _________________________________________________ 
 
Parent signature _____________________________     Date_______________ 
 
For student to sign: 
 
__ I have read and understand the course syllabus for AP Human Geography. 

Student name (printed) _________________________________________________ 
 
Student signature ____________________________    Date ____________________ 



 

 
 


