
Course 571 Mandarin I 2020-2021 
 
Instructor:      Jun Shao      Room: 305  
Phone: 402 571 2619 
Email Address:          jshao@omahamarian.org(This is the best way to contact me) 
Available Time:      Block D  or before school 
Homework Location:      All homework is posted on Canvas 
Required Materials: Integrated Chinese Level 1 Part 1, Integrated Chinese Level 1 Part 1 
Workbook, Free apps installed: Quizlet, Kahoot, Whiteboard etc. 

 
Course Description 
This course is the introduction to Chinese language and culture. The four language skills 
(listening, speaking, reading and writing) are developed as students actively engage in guided 
conversations, participate in online activities and write using familiar vocabulary and structures. 
The geography of China and cultural information about daily life and social customs are 
integrated into the curriculum. 

 
Communication Policy: Section 3-2 in Student Handbook 
In keeping with the tradition of developing confident, independent, thinking leaders, students 
who have a question or concern about their class or grade should first talk to the teacher. If 
they are unable to reach a consensus, the student should then involve her guidance counselor, 
who will assist in her self-advocacy. If an issue remains unresolved, the teacher, parent(s) and 
student will meet. If consensus is not achieved once the aforementioned communication steps 
have been taken, the parent(s) should contact the Principal. 
 
Absence Policy 
The absence policy in the Parent/Student handbook will be used in this classroom. The policy is 
listed in Section 6.2 of the handbook. 
 
Tardies 
When class time is missed, important information and discussions are also missed. Students 
must make every effort to be on time to class. 
 
Grading Policy 
Student's grades are calculated using a “Total Points” system. Points will be awarded for the 

following:   



Participation 
Homework 

Projects 
Quizzes 

Unit Tests 
Final exam 

 
Homework Policy 
 
Daily homework is considered late if it not turned in before the beginning of class.  For Canvas 
assignments, this means that the work is submitted prior to the start of class.  For paper 
assignments, the work will be turned in immediately at the beginning of class. 
If daily work is not turned in prior to class, it will be counted late, and the student has one day 
to turn it in for half credit.  After this, no credit will be given. 
Longer assignments will be downgraded one letter day for each day it is late. 
Failing to complete homework on time will result in an iBlock. 
 
Academic Integrity 
In general collaboration is highly encouraged in this course. Students are expected to work 
together during class activities, laboratories, and projects. Even homework can be a positive 
collaborative experience with all participants walking away with a better understanding of the 
material.  This does  not occur when one student simply copies another student’s work or does 
another student’s work for her. These behaviors constitute cheating. Quizzes and tests are 
intended to assess each student’s individual skills and conceptual understanding. Unless 
specifically authorized by the instructor, collaborating is not allowed on quizzes and tests, and 
any attempt to do so will be considered  cheating. 
 
In addition to plagiarism,  there is a reuse of products issue that relates to academic  integrity.  
Whenever  a student desires to recycle a product or assignment from  a previous  course  and 
wishes  to use  it to fulfill a new assignment in a different course, there are at least these two 
conditions  that  must  apply: First, the student must be forthcoming about the reuse and seek 
advance approval from one or more instructors. Second, as a general rule, the product cannot 
be simply reused but must be extended significantly beyond its original form, and the nature  of 
that extension  must be fully communicated  to and approved by the instructor(s). 
 
The Consequences for violating the Academic Integrity policy are outlined in the handbook, 
Section 4.1 and are reviewed in class with all students. Please review this section of the 
handbook if you have questions.    
 
COVID19 
Due to the ongoing disruptions that COVID19 has brought to schools and families, we will be 
flexible with students if the need arises. However, it is up to the student to communicate these 
needs to the teacher via email.  If a student is learning in a remote environment, it is expected 
she will be watching and participating in class via Zoom.  Please see Addendum C in the 
parent/student handbook for more information about virtual learning expectations. 

 
 



iPad Responsibilities: 
 

 Students will… 
 

● Maintain an academic environment at all times.  No games, no messaging, shopping, 
etc. 

● Keep the iPad on the desk, with the cover closed, at the start of every class.  They will 
not open the iPad unless instructed by the teacher. 

● Ensure their iPad is fully charged at the start of the school day. 
● Sync their iPad regularly. 
● Keep the operating system and apps up to date. 
● Have the volume of their iPad muted unless otherwise requested by the teacher and use 

earphones when listening to personalized audio. 
● Turn off notifications for non-school apps. 
● No iPads or other electronics out during tests or quizzes. 
● Have non-school apps closed during class. 
● “Sleep” the iPad when the teacher is addressing the class or group; this means the 

teacher knows that he or she has your attention. 
● Not share their passwords or passcode with another person. 

● Not use another person’s iPad without the owner’s permission. 
● Always seek permission before taking a photo, video, or audio recording of someone, 

including your teachers; any changes made after the initial recording should be 
approved by the people involved. 

● Follow all teacher directions regarding iPad use and digital citizenship. 

● Know that all iPad infractions are a minimum of two points. 
 

 
Instructional Philosophy  
As the relationship between America and China goes towards positive directions, Chinese has 
become a wise choice for high school students to improve their language competence and 
culture-awareness. Learning Chinese is unlike learning any other language, in terms of its 
writing system, and allows students to see how much diversity exists. Meanwhile, there are 
many opportunities for students choosing Chinese, ranging from language fairs at UNL to 
scholarships for both bachelor’s degree and master’s degree offered by some key universities 
in China, which cover all expenses except international travelling fees. I hope to encourage in 
all my first year students a passion for the Chinese language and culture by introducing them 
to the fundamentals of spoken and written Chinese and the richness of different aspects of 
Chinese culture. 

 
Course Objectives and Teaching Methods  
In Mandarin 1, we will use the same objectives as those put forth by the American Council on 
the Teaching of Foreign Languages (ACTFL).  

● Communicate in languages other than English (Mandarin)  



● Gain knowledge and understanding of other cultures  
● Connect with other disciplines and acquire information  
● Gain insight into the nature of language and culture  
● Participate in multilingual communities at home (in school) and around the world 

 
Course Expectations 

● Participate fully in all classroom activities.  Students should be willing to work with all 
their classmates and engage to the best of their ability. 

● Practice Chinese characters and vocabulary outside of class for a minimum of 10-15 
minutes every day. 

● Contact the instructor before any excused absence for missed work or schedule a time 
outside class to meet with the instructor to make up work for unexcused or unexpected 
absences. 

● Prepare for all assigned assessments by completing in-class reviews and studying 

independently outside of class. 

Classroom Policies 

● Be courteous & attentive. - No sleeping, working on assignments for other classes, 
playing on your iPad or other behavior that would be considered rude.  

● Class begins immediately. Please take the time before the bells rings to make sure iPad 
notifications are turned off. If you need to use the restroom, leave your backpack at 
your assigned seat and take care of business. 

● There is absolutely no food allowed in class. Water in clear bottles is welcome - no open 
containers or food allowed. 

● You must fully participate – you will need to have your materials with you every day (this 
means the iPad must be charged). Failure to do this will result in a lowered grade. 
Actively pursue questions in French. No student can expect to learn a language by just 
listening or reading. 

● I dismiss you, not the bell. Do not leave your seat to gather at the door at the conclusion 
of class. Please make sure all materials are put away, trash is thrown away and your 
chair is pushed in. 

 
Course Outline 

Module content 
1 Introduction and greeting languages 

2 Classroom languages and simple dialogues 
3 Lesson 1 (only the words and sentences) 

4 Lesson 1 (grammar and Dialogue 1) 

5 Generalize the words learned explain PINYIN 
6 Learn PINYIN using words learned  

(Mid Autunm Festival Party) 

7 Learn how to write Chinese characters 

8 Learn Lesson One (two dialogues) 



9 Do exercises and the first test 
10 Learn lesson Two (words and grammar) 

11 Learn Lesson Two (dialogue One) 

12 Learn Lesson Two (Part two) 

13 Learn Lesson Two (dialogue two) 

14 Do exercises and test two (learn a song) 
15 Learn Lesson Three (words and Grammar) 

Talk about Peking Opera  

16 Learn Lesson Three (dialogue one) 

17 Learn Lesson Three (part two) 

18 Learn Lesson Three (dialogue two) 
19 Do exercises and test three 

20 Prepare the final exam 

21 Do exercises and the final Exam  
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