
HONORS AMERICAN LITERATURE (110) 
  
Ms. Susie Sisson 
Room 215 
(402) 571-2618, ext. 6232 
bsisson@omahamarian.org 
  
Available to assist students 

- Blocks A, C and G (first semester); Blocks C and G (second semester) 
- Before school starting at 7:00 a.m. 
- After school until 3:30 p.m. 

  
Homework and course information is posted online on Canvas. 
All written assignments will be submitted to Turnitin.com. 
Vocabulary words and quizzes can be found online at Vocabulary.com. 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 

- This course is a highly accelerated chronologically-ordered survey course emphasizing major American authors 
from the Puritans to the present, including diarists, playwrights, poets, short story writers, novelists, and essayists. 

- Students will be expected to apply their knowledge of American history to this course. 
- Students will write several essays, including the primary source essay, the research-based secondary source essay, 

and weekly personal reflection papers.  
- Students will also study vocabulary words, review grammar and punctuation rules, and learn research and speech 

skills. 

REQUIRED TEXTS AND SUPPLIES 

- Miller, Arthur. The Crucible. Penguin Classics, 2003.   
- Bradbury, Ray. Fahrenheit 451. Simon & Schuster, 2012.  
- Hawthorne, Nathaniel. The Scarlet Letter. Bantam Classics, 1981. 
- Douglass, Frederick. Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass. Signet Classics, 2005. 
- Wharton, Edith. Ethan Frome. Scribner, 1997. 
- Hurston, Zora Neale. Their Eyes Were Watching God. Harper Perennial, 2006. 
- Fitzgerald, F. Scott. The Great Gatsby. Scribner, 2004. 
- Steinbeck, John. Of Mice and Men. Penguin, 2002.  
- Alvarez, Julia. In the Time of the Butterflies. Algonquin, 2010. 

Other supplies: notebook, iPad, pens, and #2 pencils. All in-class note taking must be done in a paper notebook.

COURSE OBJECTIVES 

The student who successfully completes a Marian English course will be able to 

1. Read a wide selection of challenging work from various genres, time periods, authors, and perspectives. 
2. Demonstrate understanding, interpretation, and analysis of assigned texts using content-specific terminology. 
3. Engage with assigned texts through meaningful conversation and annotation. 
4. Write in a number of rhetorical modes and literary styles for a variety of audiences. 



5. Apply the revision and editing process, including the mechanics and conventions of academic writing. 
6. Apply MLA formatting and style guidelines to assigned writing. 
7. Demonstrate an improvement in vocabulary and grammar skills. 
8. Communicate ideas and voice confidently in interpersonal settings and presentations. 
9. Cultivate intellectual curiosity through critical thinking, research, and problem solving. 
10. Discern the validity, credibility, and reliability of information from a variety of sources. 
11. Utilize technology creatively, ethically, and responsibly. 
12. Practice personal leadership through self-advocacy, initiative, responsibility, and accountability. 

EVALUATION 

Your grades for the semester will be based upon the following criteria: 

- Tests 
- Essays and other written work 
- Vocabulary quizzes 
- Quizzes 
- Final exams 

Points will be awarded for each assignment. Total possible points will vary with each assignment.   

Your quarter and semester grades will be given to you as percentages according to the grading scale outlined in section 
3-2 of the Student/Parent Handbook. 

All students are expected to turn in their homework on the day and time it is due. Late assignments will be penalized 10% 
for each day they are late. Assignments turned in more than three days past the deadline will result in a zero for that 
assignment. Failing to complete homework on time will result in the student attending the mandatory after-school iBlock 
on that same day. Please see Appendix C of the handbook for iBlock guidelines during the pandemic.  

No extra credit assignments will be offered in this class.  

Grades and attendance will be updated on PowerSchool by the end of each week.

OTHER CLASSROOM POLICIES 

- Have supplies and textbooks with you at all times.  
- Food is not allowed in this classroom. Disciplinary points will be issued. Clear water bottles are acceptable.  
- Push in your chair when you leave. Avoid vandalizing any school property.  
- Raise your hand if you have something to say or need help. Never hesitate to ask a question if you don’t 

understand something.  

HOW TO BE SUCCESSFUL IN YOUR ENGLISH COURSES 
 

- Keep a written calendar and “to do” list. Write down homework assignments, upcoming tests, meeting times and 
locations, and other scheduled items.  



- Expect to do homework every night. It’s just something you do, like brushing your teeth. Don’t question it, don’t 
complain about it, just do it. 

- Complete all assignments on time. No excuses.  
- Stay off social media and texting while you’re doing your homework. Multitasking is a myth. 
- Think about what you’re reading as you read it. Annotate the text as you read.  
- Reading is just the tip of the iceberg if you really want to learn something. Don’t forget to use the resources that 

are at your fingertips: maps, images, dictionaries, etc. Have a question? Look it up.  
- Check your Marian email and Canvas every day. 
- Visit the Marcella Writing Center to get help with papers and essays.  
- Proofread carefully. Read your work out loud. Think about what you have written.  
- Never be afraid to ask questions or ask for help. 

ACADEMIC INTEGRITY 

By enrolling in this course, you join a community requiring intellectual integrity. When you write your name on an 
assignment, you take credit for the work contained. The consequences for violating the Academic Integrity policy are 
outlined in the handbook, Section 4-1. Any assignment, test, project, quiz, or paper which evidences cheating will receive 
a zero and disciplinary action. Here are some guidelines for maintaining academic integrity: 

● Know that presenting someone else’s words or ideas as your own—whether another student’s work, a published 
writer’s work, a blog, or a published study guide (the list goes on)—is a serious offense in this class and 
elsewhere, especially as you move closer to college and higher education. Plagiarism is always unacceptable. 

● Academic integrity includes NOT sharing information about tests or quizzes with students in other sections, not 
taking pictures of quizzes or tests and sharing them online, and not collaborating on homework by recording 
similar or identical responses.  

● Students may not reuse or recycle a paper, project, or assignment from a previous course and use it to fulfill a new 
assignment in a different course. Should a student have good reasons to repurpose an assignment from a previous 
class, she should 1) be forthcoming about the reuse and seek advance approval from one or more instructors and 
2) work with the instructor(s) to determine how best to significantly extend the work or project beyond its original 
form. The nature of the extension must be fully communicated to and approved by the instructor(s). 

 
All major English papers and projects are due at a specific time on a specified date, as posted online. Major papers and 
projects turned in late will have no opportunity for full credit after this posted time and date, except in the event of a death 
in the family, hospitalization or other catastrophic event. Grading for late papers and projects begins at 69%; late papers 
and projects may be subject to further grade reduction. Failure to submit a major paper or project will result in a grade of 
0%, which may result in failure of the course.  

ATTENDANCE AND TARDY POLICY 

Excessive absenteeism is a serious matter that hinders the educational process. The absence policy in section 6-2 of the 
handbook will be used in this classroom. More than 10 unexcused class absences per semester is considered excessive and 
will result in a deduction of three percentage points from the student’s final semester grade. If a student is absent more 
than 11 times per semester, there will be an administrative review to determine the course of action. 

A student is considered tardy if she arrives in the classroom after the bell has rung. One disciplinary  point will be issued 
for every other unexcused tardy.  



ABSENCES AND MAKE-UP WORK 

You are responsible for all material missed during your absence. If you are absent fewer than three days, you must contact 
a classmate to obtain the necessary notes, assignments, etc. You must seek this information on your own; I will not seek 
you out. You can also check Canvas for information about upcoming assignments.  

If you are absent on the day of a quiz or test, you must make up the quiz or test within a prescribed schedule: one day for 
each day of absence; e.g. absent Monday for exam, back to school on Tuesday, makeup exam no later than Wednesday. 
Please try your best to arrange your schedule so that you do not have to miss tests or quizzes.  

COMMUNICATION ADVOCACY POLICY (Section 3-2 in handbook) 

In keeping with the tradition of developing confident, independent, thinking leaders inspired by faith, students who have a 
question or concern about their class or grade should first talk to the teacher. If they are unable to reach a consensus, the 
student should then involve her guidance counselor, who will assist in her self-advocacy. If an issue remains unresolved, 
the teacher, parent(s) and student will meet. If consensus is not achieved once the aforementioned communication steps 
have been taken, the parent(s) should contact the Principal.  

COVID-19 
 
Due to the ongoing disruptions that COVID-19 has brought to schools and families, we will be flexible with your student                    
if the need arises. However, it is up to the student to communicate these needs to the teacher via email. If a student is                        
learning in a remote environment, it is expected she will be watching and participating in class via Zoom. Please see                    
Appendix C in the Parent/Student Handbook for more information about virtual learning expectations. 


