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Course Information 
Instructor: Mr. Eric Thompson 
Course: Advanced Algebra (course #231) 
Room: 107 
Phone: (402) 571-2618 Ext. 6200 
Email: ethompson@omahamarian.org 
Available for help: Block C, Block E, and before/after school by appointment 
 
Textbook: TPT Workbook  
Other supplies: pencils, paper, iPad, TI-84 plus calculator (required), binder/notebook 
 
Homework assignments: posted on the board in room 107 and on Canvas  
 
 
Course Content 
Advanced Algebra builds on the material learned in Algebra I and Geometry.  This course covers 
real and complex numbers, solving and graphing equations and inequalities, various parent 
functions and their graphs.  Data analysis and symbolic representation will be emphasized and 
graphing calculators will be used throughout the year.  There will also be an emphasis on 
connecting algebra to real-life applications. 
 
 
Course Requirements 
Homework—expect to have homework assigned each day.  Sometimes students will have a 
written assignment and other times the assignment will be on Delta Math or Khan Academy.  I 
will assess homework in a variety of ways.  Sometimes, students will show me their assignment 
and it will be graded for completion.  Other times, I will give students a homework quiz/check.  
These checks will be graded for accuracy.  All written assignments should be completed in 
pencil.  Incomplete assignments will receive partial points.  Late assignments will receive no 
points, unless other arrangements are made with me in advance.  If a student does not 
complete her homework, then after school study hall (iBlock) is assigned.  Please see Appendix 
C of the Student/Parent handbook for iBlock guidelines during the pandemic.   
 
Quizzes and Tests—students will have announced quizzes and tests for each of the units we 
cover.  There is usually enough time in the schedule to have 2 quizzes and one test for each 
unit.  Typically, quizzes are worth 20 points and tests are worth 50 points each. 
 
Test Corrections—Students may complete test corrections in order to receive points back on a 
chapter test.  To maximize credit earned, students must follow a specified format, which I will 
thoroughly discuss after our first exam.  Students are not allowed to earn points back on 
quizzes or semester exams.   
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Projects—Projects allow for in-depth study and encourage creative thinking.  There will be a 
few projects for students to complete during each semester, as time allows.  For grading 
purposes, these projects may be classified as tests or quizzes in terms of the points a student is 
able to earn for her work.   
 
Semester Exams—Students should plan to have a comprehensive, final exam at the end of each 
semester.  These exams will be worth at least double the point value of an individual unit test. 
 
Notebook—A well-organized notebook will be extremely helpful in preparing for exams and 
helping students to master the content.  Expect to take notes and work though many example 
problems in class.  Staying organized will be important! 
 
 
Basis for Grading/Policy 
 
 
 
 
 
The table above shows the approximate percentages that determine a student’s overall grade.  
A student can simply add all the points she has earned and divide by all of the points possible to 
determine her overall grade.  Should our schedule change, I may need to alter these 
percentages to reflect the amount of work students will complete.   
 
 
Late policy—Daily work and test corrections will not be accepted late, unless the student makes 
arrangements, in advance, with me.  Students will be given ample time to complete their work 
and seek my help outside of class.   
 
Absence policy—The absence policy from the Student/Parent handbook will be used in this 
classroom.  You can find the policy listed in Section 6-2 of the handbook.  Related, students can 
find more information in the make-up policy shown below.    
 
 
Make-Up Policy—We will follow the school policy for late work.  Students absent the day of a 
test or quiz must makeup that test or quiz within 2 days of their return.  A student must arrange 
the time and location of the makeup with me via email.  Available make up times are during a 
student’s study hall or in my classroom before or after school.  The score will be a zero in the 
gradebook until the test/quiz is completed.  If a student misses class for a school-related 
activity, it is the student’s responsibility to turn in any work due that day or make arrangements 
for tests/quizzes BEFORE the absence.   
 
Tardiness—Being prepared and ready to begin class on time is extremely important.  Tardiness 
is a disruption that impacts the learning of the entire class, even if a student is learning 

Tests/Projects: 40% 
Quizzes/Small projects: 30% 
Homework: 20% 
Final Exam: 10% 
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remotely.  Any student who is late to class without a pass (or advance communication with me) 
should expect to earn a point each time she is tardy.    
 
Academic Integrity—Academic dishonestly is a serious offense.  Cheating (this includes 
plagiarism, providing answers or information about a test or quiz, discussing a test or a quiz 
outside of class, submitting work without proper documentation, submitting work that is not 
your own) in any form is not acceptable and will not be tolerated. This also includes wearing an 
Apple or smart watch during an exam.  The consequences for violating the Academic Integrity 
policy are outlined in the Student/Parent handbook, section 4.1.   
 
 
Extra Help—I am available in room 107 nearly every day before and after school for makeup 
work and extra help.  Please stop by!  Marian also has a full-time math tutor (Ms. Abel) 
available for math help during every block in the Haddix Academic Center.  Any student can 
check out of study hall and seek help from her any day.  In addition, free tutoring is available 
from the National Honor Society students at a mutually agreeable time.   
 
 
Communications Policy 
Our class will follow the communications policy outlined in the student/parent handbook:  
“In keeping with the tradition of developing confident, independent, thinking leaders, students 
who have a question or concern about their class or grade should first talk to the teacher.  If 
they are unable to reach a consensus, the student should then involve her guidance counselor, 
who will assist in her self-advocacy.  If an issue remains unresolved, the teacher, parent(s) and 
student will meet.  If consensus is not achieved once the aforementioned communication steps 
have been taken, the parent(s) should contact the Principal.” 
 
 
COVID19 
Due to the ongoing disruptions that COVID19 has brought to schools and families, we will be 
flexible with students if the need arises.  However, it is up to the student to communicate these 
needs to the teacher via email.  If a student is learning in a remote environment, it is expected 
she will be watching and participating in class via Zoom.  Please see Addendum C in the 
Student/Parent handbook for more information about virtual learning expectations. 
 
 
 


