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You are responsible for all the information contained in this syllabus.  Please ask if you have any questions regarding the 

information. 

  

CONTACT INFORMATION 
*Email:  htripe@omahamarian.org (preferred contact method) 

*Room:  301 

*Phone:  402-934-1372 x 6129 (only during school hours) 

*Class Website:  Canvas 

*I am available to assist students during blocks D and G, and after school until 3:30 in room 301 on Tuesdays, 

Wednesdays, and Fridays.  

*Zoom link for remote class:  https://us04web.zoom.us/j/3061639538?pwd=eXMxUEpucTAvaGJiY3N2K05RekNqUT09 

  

COURSE DESCRIPTION 
This course is a literature-based introduction to composition. The genres of the short story, drama, nonfiction, and the 

novel will be emphasized. Students will study and practice composition skills, library skills, selected grammar skills, 

vocabulary and speech skills. 

  

COURSE OBJECTIVES 
The student who successfully completes Composition and Literature will be able to 

1. Read a wide selection of challenging work from various genres, time periods, authors, and perspectives. 

2. Demonstrate understanding, interpretation, and analysis of assigned texts using content-specific terminology. 

3. Engage with assigned texts through meaningful conversation and annotation. 

4. Write in a number of rhetorical modes and literary styles for a variety of audiences. 

5. Apply the revision and editing process, including the mechanics and conventions of academic writing. 

6. Apply MLA formatting and style guidelines to assigned writing. 

7. Demonstrate an improvement in vocabulary and grammar skills. 

8. Communicate ideas and voice confidently in interpersonal settings and presentations. 

9. Cultivate intellectual curiosity through critical thinking, research, and problem solving. 

10. Discern the validity, credibility, and reliability of information from a variety of sources. 

11. Utilize technology creatively, ethically, and responsibly. 

12. Practice personal leadership through self-advocacy, initiative, responsibility, and accountability. 

 

  

https://us04web.zoom.us/j/3061639538?pwd=eXMxUEpucTAvaGJiY3N2K05RekNqUT09


REQUIRED TEXTS AND SUPPLIES 

Books: 
 Romeo and Juliet (Shakespeare-ience version) William Shakespeare 

 Death on the Nile  Agatha Christie 

 A Midsummer Night’s Dream  William Shakespeare 

 I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings                              Maya Angelou 

 To Kill A Mockingbird                                                               Harper Lee 

 

Online Resources: 
* Students should check their grades and attendance in PowerSchool on a weekly basis.  

 

* All major writing assignments must be submitted through www.turnitin.com. 
 Turnitin.com info for Block A: 

Class ID:  25534184 

 Enrollment Key / Password:  Tripe  

Turnitin.com info for Block B: 

Class ID:  25534187 

 Enrollment Key /Password:  Tripe 

Turnitin.com info for Block H: 

Class ID:  25534192 

 Enrollment Key /Password:  Tripe 

 

* Students are responsible for materials uploaded to Canvas.  All homework assignments, quizzes, and tests will be 

posted on Canvas.  

 

* Students will use Vocabulary.com to study for weekly vocabulary quizzes.  You will take a vocabulary quiz in class every 

week on Vocabulary.com. 

Vocabulary.com info for Block A:  http://vocab.com/join/3ZW7N68 

Vocabulary.com info for Block B:  http://vocab.com/join/1MKFJAG 

Vocabulary.com info for Block H:  http://vocab.com/join/1KDRZZH 

 

 * Students will create an account and use the website GrammarFlip to complete grammar exercises.  

GrammarFlip info for Block A: 

Class Code:  CPEFGZR3 

GrammarFlip info for Block B: 

Class Code:  XKTAGHK6 

GrammarFlip info for Block H: 

Class Code:  HQ3BJNS3 

 

TEACHING METHODOLOGY 

This class will focus on group work, discussion, pre-reading and writing opportunities, collaborative and independent 

technology-based inquiry, directed and independent readings, small group projects, dramatic interpretations, in-class 

writing, research-based papers, demonstrations, and potential guest speakers. 

  

http://www.turnitin.com/
http://www.turnitin.com/
http://vocab.com/join/3ZW7N68
http://vocab.com/join/1MKFJAG
http://vocab.com/join/1KDRZZH


EVALUATION 
·  Your grades for the semester will be based upon the following criteria: 

1.  Tests 

2.  Essays and other written work 

3.  Quizzes 

4.  Final exams 

5.  Projects 

6.  Vocabulary quizzes 

7.  Grammar exercises and quizzes 

·     Points will be awarded for each assignment.  Total possible points will vary with each assignment.  

·     Your quarter and semester grades will be given to you as percentages according to the grading scale outlined in the 

Marian Student/Parent Handbook. 

·     Late daily assignments will not be accepted, and the student will receive a zero for that assignment.  

·     No extra credit assignments will be offered in this class. 

  

ENGLISH DEPARTMENT PAPER AND PLAGIARISM POLICIES 
·   All major English papers and projects are due at a specific time on a specific date, as posted.  

·   Major papers and projects turned in late will have no opportunity for full credit after the posted time and date, except 

in the event of a death in the family, hospitalization, or other catastrophic event. 

·   Grading for late major writing assignments and projects begins at a 69%; late papers and projects may be subjected to 

further grade reduction. 

·   Failure to submit a major paper or project will result in a grade of 0%, which may result in failure of the course. 

·   In written work, plagiarism is the representation of another's work or idea as one's own. This course is designed for 

you to create literature that is original, unique, and extraordinary – plagiarism is the opposite of this. Any use of any 

methods of plagiarism will result in a zero on the assignment. Students will not have the opportunity to revise any such 

work. Disciplinary points for cheating will also be issued for plagiarism.  Please see the Curriculum Handbook for a more 

detailed description of plagiarism. 

·   In addition to plagiarism, there is a reuse of products issue that relates to academic integrity.  Whenever a student 

desires to recycle a product or assignment from a previous course and wishes to use it to fulfill a new assignment in a 

different course, there are at least these two conditions that must apply: First, the student must be forthcoming about 

the reuse and seek advance approval from one or more instructors.  Second, as a general rule, the produce cannot be 

simply reused but must extend significantly beyond its original form, and the nature of that extension must be fully 

communicated to and approved by the instructors. 

  

 ATTENDANCE 
The absence policy in the Parent/Student handbook will be used in this classroom.  The policy is listed in Section 6.2 of 

the handbook. 

  

ABSENCES AND MAKE-UP WORK 
As aforementioned, you are responsible for all material missed during your absence. If you are absent for fewer than 

three days, you must contact a classmate to obtain necessary notes, assignments, etc. You must seek this information on 

your own; I will not seek you out. If you are absent for more than 3 days, you must come talk to me to address how to 

best get you caught up in the course. 

  

If you are absent on the day of a quiz, test, or the day that a draft/revision is due, you must make up/submit the work 

the day you return, as major deadlines and dates are given well in advance. You are held accountable for the deadlines, 



being that this course progresses on the draft and revision process. If you know in advance that you will be absent, 

please turn in drafts and revisions prior to the absence, so your classmates and I can give notes and comments. Please 

arrange your schedule so that you do not have to miss important dates. 

  

COMMUNICATION ADVOCACY POLICY 
In keeping with the tradition of developing confident, independent, thinking leaders, students who have a question or 

concern about their class or grade should first talk to the teacher. If they are unable to reach a consensus, the student 

should then involve her guidance counselor, who will assist in her self-advocacy. If an issue remains unresolved, the 

teacher, parent(s) and student will meet. If consensus is not achieved once the aforementioned communication steps 

have been taken, the parent(s) should contact the Principal. 

  

STUDENT IPAD RESPONSIBILITIES 
Students will...  

·   Maintain an academic environment at all times. No games, messaging, shopping or non-academic apps may be open 

during class. Turn off notifications for non-school apps and keep the volume muted. 

·   NOT download a VPN to their iPad.  

·   Keep the iPad closed or put away unless instructed by the teacher. IPads and other Smart devices must be put away 

during tests.  Failure to remove those items will result in disciplinary action.  

·   Ensure their iPad is updated and fully charged each day and set up to sync to iCloud on a regular basis 

·   Follow the rules of digital citizenship. This includes not sharing passwords or passcode with another person or using 

another person’s iPad without the owner’s permission.  

·   Always have permission before taking a photo, video, or audio recording of someone, including your teachers; any 

changes made after the initial recording should also be approved by the people involved.  

·   Know that all iPad infractions are a minimum of 2 points. 

 

CLASSROOM POLICIES 
·      Have supplies and textbooks with you at all times. 

·      Cheating will not be tolerated in this classroom.  All cheating, which includes plagiarism, will result in a grade of zero 

for the assignment and the issuance of six disciplinary points (as outlined in the Student/Parent Handbook).  No makeup 

work will be allowed.  There will be no exceptions.  The consequences for violating the Academic Integrity policy are 

outlined in the handbook, Section 4.1. Please review this section of the handbook. 

·      Food and drink are not allowed in this classroom, with the exception of water.  Disciplinary points will be issued. 

·      Gum is not allowed in this classroom.  If it is seen or heard, disciplinary points will be issued. 

·      Students will be issued one disciplinary point for every two tardies. 

  

AFTER-SCHOOL STUDY HALL 
All students are expected to turn in their homework on the day and time it is due.  Any student who does not turn in a 

homework assignment on time will be assigned an after-school study hall, by the teacher, on that same day to make up 

the assignment.  Please see Appendix C of the handbook for iBlock guidelines during the pandemic.  

 

COVID-19 
Due to the ongoing disruptions that COVID19 has brought to schools and families, we will be flexible 

with your student if the need arises. However, it is up to the student to communicate these needs to 

the teacher via email. If a student is learning in a remote environment, it is expected she will be 

watching and participating in class via Zoom. Please see Addendum C in the parent/student 

handbook for more information about virtual learning expectations. 


