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Instructor Information 

Name:  Mr. Matt Winterboer 

Room: 103 

Phone: 402.571.2618 ext. 6150 

Email: mwinterboer@omahamarian.org 

Availability: Mornings:  7:15 – 7:45 AM 

 Planning periods:  Blocks D & F 

 Afternoon:  3:00 – 3:30 PM 

 

Course Information 

Course Name:  Honors Physics 

Course Number:  430 

eTextbooks (optional):  College Physics Part I, Urone & Hinrichs 

 Kinematics, Tom Henderson 

 Motion in Two Dimensions, Tom Henderson 

 Newton’s Laws, Tom Henderson 

 Work and Energy, Tom Henderson 

 Momentum and Collisions, Tom Henderson 

 Circular Motion and Satellite Motion, Tom Henderson 

Required Materials:  Scientific calculator, engineering paper, iPad (specific app requirements detailed in class) 

 

Course Objectives: 

Upon completion of this course the student will: 

• use and incorporate the scientific method into lab assignments. 

• understand and apply the principles of mechanics, including but not limited to: kinematics, forces, work & 

energy, and momentum, both in solving written problems and in interpreting lab data. 

• be familiar with the processes of data gathering, predicting, interpreting, and reporting lab results. 

• be familiar with using computers and iPads as data collecting instruments. 

 

Teaching Methodology 

The activities and instructional approach to this course will typically consist of lectures 2-3 days per week, 

laboratories once a week, and small group discussions, student projects and the use of appropriate video and computer 

media as the instructor sees fit. The emphasis on class instruction will be of active involvement in the learning process 

by class members. Regular attendance and active participation are required by all. 

 

Absence Policy 

The absence policy detailed in Section 6.3 of the Student/Parent Handbook will be used in this classroom. 

Additionally, any student absent on the day of a quiz or test will be expected to complete a makeup on the first day 

that student returns to school, unless an alternate arrangement has been made prior to the absence. 

 

Tardy Policy 

A student will be considered tardy if not in the classroom when the bell rings. Situations involving the first block of 

each day will be handled in accordance with the Student/Parent Handbook, Section 6.4. In all other cases a student 

will receive one discipline point after her fourth tardy and another point every tardy thereafter. This policy applies the 

same whether the tardy is excused or unexcused. 

 

Homework Policy 

Homework may be assigned using a variety of methods including Canvas, Quest online problem sets, or handouts 

distributed in class. Regardless of the method, assignments must be turned in by the specified due date in order to 

receive full credit. Failing to complete homework on time will result in the student being assigned an iBlock. Refer to 

Appendix C of the Student/Parent Handbook for iBlock guidelines during the pandemic. Late submissions will be 

handled on a case-by-case basis with a maximum possible grade for a late assignment of 70%. The only exception 

will be in situations of an excused absence, in which case the student should make arrangements with the instructor 

for timely completion.  
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Grading Policy 

Each semester grade will be the result of points accumulated throughout that term. Points will be acquired through 

class activities, homework, labs, projects, quizzes, tests, and a comprehensive final exam at the end of each semester. 

The category weights listed below are used to determine an overall percentage grade. Letter grades will then be 

assigned using the grading scale found in the Curriculum Handbook and the Student/Parent Handbook. 

 

Breakdown of Weighted Grading Categories 

In-class Activities 5% 

Homework 15% 

Laboratories/Projects 15% 

Quizzes 15% 

Tests 40% 

Semester Final 10%  

Total 100% 

 

Communication Policy 

In keeping with the tradition of developing confident, independent, thinking leaders, students who have a question or 

concern about their class or grade should first talk to the teacher. If they are unable to reach a consensus, the student 

should then involve her guidance counselor, who will assist in her self-advocacy. If an issue remains unresolved, the 

teacher, parent(s) and student will meet. If consensus is not achieved once the aforementioned communication steps 

have been taken, the parent(s) should contact the Principal. 

 

Academic Integrity 

In general collaboration is highly encouraged in this course. Students are expected to work together during class 

activities, laboratories, and projects. Even homework can be a positive collaborative experience with all participants 

walking away with a better understanding of the material. This does not occur when one student simply copies 

another student’s work or does another student’s work for her. These behaviors constitute cheating and violations of 

the school’s academic integrity policy. Quizzes and test are intended to assess each student’s individual skills and 

conceptual understanding. Unless specifically authorized by the instructor, collaborating is not allowed on quizzes and 

tests, and any attempt to do so will be considered cheating. The consequences for violating the academic integrity 

policy are outlined in the Parent/Student Handbook, Section 4.2.  

 

In addition to plagiarism, there is a reuse of products issue that relates to academic integrity. Whenever a student 

desires to recycle a product or assignment from a previous course and wishes to use it to fulfill a new assignment in a 

different course, there are at least these two conditions that must apply: First, the student must be forthcoming about 

the reuse and seek advance approval from one or more instructors. Second, as a general rule, the product cannot be 

simply reused but must be extended significantly beyond its original form, and the nature of that extension must be 

fully communicated to and approved by the instructor(s). 

 

COVID-19 

Due to the ongoing disruptions that COVID-19 has brought to schools and families, I will be flexible with students if 

the need arises. However, it is up to the student to communicate these needs to the teacher via email. If a student is 

learning in a remote environment, it is expected she will be watching and participating in class via Zoom. Please see 

Appendix C in the Parent/Student Handbook for more information about virtual learning expectations. 


