
 
Fundamentals of Communication 

 
Course Description:  
This course is designed to help students develop the skills necessary to effectively communicate in a 
variety of settings.  The course will focus on a broad base of communication concepts and skills and 
offer students the opportunity to apply those skills.  Students will explore several models of 
communication, including: informative, persuasive, dialogic, and job interviews.  Once they have 
developed an understanding of the theoretical underpinnings of effective communication, students will 
develop the skills necessary to overcome the anxiety associated with public speaking, analyze 
audience needs, prepare effective speeches, deliver engaging speeches, better participate in small 
group discussions, and improve listening and response skills. 
 
Meeting Times:  Spring semester, 2021, block D  
Room Location:  Room 301 
Prerequisites (if any):  none; this course is open to juniors and seniors only 
 
Instructor: Halli Tripe    
E-mail: htripe@omahamarian.org  
Office Location:  room 301 
Office Hours: I am available in room 301 from 7:30 to 7:50 everyday; blocks C and G everyday; and 
after school on Tuesday, Wednesday, and Friday  
Phone Number:  402-934-1372 x 6129 (only during school hours) 
Zoom link for remote class: 
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/3061639538?pwd=eXMxUEpucTAvaGJiY3N2K05RekNqUT09 
 
 
Required Course Textbooks 

Speak Out, Call In.  Free online: 
https://speakupcallin.pressbooks.com/front-matter/introduction/ 

Public Speaking: The Virtual Text. Free online: 
http://publicspeakingproject.org/psvirtualtext.html 
 
Course Objectives 
Upon completion of this course, students will be able to . . . 

- explore the way transformational dialogue allows participants to understand diverse 
perspectives 

- develop the skills necessary to create and organize speeches for a variety of audiences and 
contexts 

- understand the ethical implications of communication; 
- explore the historical and philosophical underpinnings of the communication discipline; 
- understand the impact of your own and others’ communication behaviors; 
- gain knowledge of the key elements and processes of interpersonal communication; 
- improve listening skills; 
- develop skills to manage the anxiety associated with communicating in public and private 

settings; 
- develop skills to improve participation in small group discussions. 

https://us04web.zoom.us/j/3061639538?pwd=eXMxUEpucTAvaGJiY3N2K05RekNqUT09
https://speakupcallin.pressbooks.com/front-matter/introduction/
http://publicspeakingproject.org/psvirtualtext.html


 
Assignments 

*Presentations:  Each person will present seven different types of speeches. Specific criteria 
regarding these presentations will be given to you in class and posted on Canvas.  Due to the 
short-term nature of this course, it is imperative that you plan ahead and are prepared in 
advance for each speech. 
*Presentation Outlines:  You will turn in a detailed, typed, key word outline for your 4 main 
presentations (informative, persuasive, non-verbal communication group presentation, and 
dialogic), complete with a bibliography in MLA format.  Further criteria will be provided with each 
assignment.  Outline points will be calculated within the speech grade.  

 
Course Procedures 
Assignments  
*Papers, assignments and outlines should be submitted on time.  
*Considering the condensed nature of this class and that this class revolves around IN-CLASS 

speeches, students are expected to be present and prepared for all exam and presentation days. 
However, if a TRUE emergency arises (e.g. hospitalization) and you cannot perform on your 
assigned date, accommodations will be made if you can provide appropriate documentation. 
Please contact me immediately should you have an emergency. 

*Academic integrity is expected on all course assignments and activities.  Plagiarism on speeches, 
papers or exams will absolutely not be tolerated and will be severely punished. 

* All seven speeches must be completed in order to pass the course. 
 
Attendance: You are expected to be in every class.  Attendance will be taken on PowerSchool.  The 

absence policy in the Parent/Student handbook will be used in this classroom.  The policy is listed in 
Section 6.2 of the handbook. 

 
Late/Missed Assignments/Exam Policy:  Late assignments will be graded, but you can only receive 

half credit for late work.  If you miss an exam, you must make up the exam the next day you are at 
school.  If you do not make up the exam the next day, you will receive a 0 on the exam.  If you are 
not ready to present your speech on the day you have been assigned, 25 points will be deducted 
from your grade for that speech. 

 
 
Communication Advocacy Policy:  In keeping with the tradition of developing confident, 

independent, thinking leaders, students who have a question or concern about their class or grade 
should first talk to the teacher. If they are unable to reach a consensus, the student should then 
involve her guidance counselor, who will assist in her self-advocacy. If an issue remains unresolved, 
the teacher, parent(s) and student will meet. If consensus is not achieved once the aforementioned 
communication steps have been taken, the parent(s) should contact the Principal. 

 
Classroom Policies 

- Have supplies and textbooks with you at all times. 
- Cheating will not be tolerated in this classroom.  All cheating, which includes plagiarism, will 

result in a grade of zero for the assignment and the issuance of six disciplinary points (as 
outlined in the Student/Parent Handbook).  No makeup work will be allowed.  There will be no 
exceptions.  The consequences for violating the Academic Integrity policy are outlined in the 
handbook, Section 4.1. Please review this section of the handbook. 



- Food and drink are not allowed in this classroom, with the exception of water.  Disciplinary 
points will be issued. 

- Gum is not allowed in this classroom.  If it is seen or heard, disciplinary points will be issued. 
- Students will be issued one disciplinary point for every two tardies. 

  
After-School Study Hall 
All students are expected to turn in their homework on the day and time it is due.  Any student who 
does not turn in a homework assignment on time will be assigned an after-school study hall, by the 
teacher, on that same day to make up the assignment.  Please see Appendix C of the handbook for 
iBlock guidelines during the pandemic.  
 
COVID-19 
Due to the ongoing disruptions that COVID19 has brought to schools and families, we will be flexible 
with your student if the need arises. However, it is up to the student to communicate these needs to 
the teacher via email. If a student is learning in a remote environment, it is expected she will be 
watching and participating in class via Zoom. Please see Addendum C in the parent/student 
handbook for more information about virtual learning expectations. 
 
 

  



INFORMATION ABOUT DUAL ENROLLMENT WITH NEBRASKA WESLEYAN 
 
Course Title for Nebraska Wesleyan: COMM 1000 – Fundamentals of Communication.   3 credit 
hours. 
 
Dropping this Course from Nebraska Wesleyan 
If a student doubts that he or she will be able to complete this course with a satisfactory grade, he or 

she should consult with the instructor about the option of dropping the course.  If the student 
decides to drop the course from his or her college level experience, he or she must inform the 
Director of Nebraska Wesleyan University Honors Academy of the intention to drop.  If this request 
falls after the established drop date for the Honors Academy courses, tuition is NOT reimbursed and 
a special petition will need to be filed for the student.    If the college course is not dropped, and the 
student fails the course, a grade of “F” will appear on the transcript. 

 
Adding Honors Academy course credit late: 
  
Due to past requests to sign up for Honors Academy credit after the registration deadline, the 
following policy has been implemented: 
  

Regular registration:  Regular registrations must be submitted by the registration deadline 
noted on the registration form.  
  
Late registration:  Late registrations will be accepted for registrations submitted within two 
weeks of the registration deadline.  There will be a $15.00 late registration fee assessed for 
late registrations post-marked between the registration deadline and two weeks after the 
registration deadline.  The $15.00 fee should be included with the payment of the course. 
Failure to pay the fee will result in the student not being registered. 
  
Late registration by committee petition:  Students who wish to register for Honors Academy 
credit after the two-week, late registration time period will have their request considered 
through the University’s Academic Petition process.  The student must have a legitimate 
reason for the request.  The student must submit an Online Petition form found at 
honorsacademy.edu.  The form must be approved by the high school instructor who must 
support the legitimacy of the request.  The petition will also require the approval of the Honors 
Academy director and the University College Dean.  If permission to add is granted, the 
student must pay for the credit and the late registration fee immediately. 
  
STUDENTS HAVING COMPLETED A HIGH SCHOOL COURSE WITHOUT REGISTERING 
FOR HONORS ACADEMY CREDIT WILL NEVER BE ALLOWED TO REGISTER AFTER 
THE FACT, UNLESS OUR ERROR KEPT THEM OUT. 
  

Academic Integrity (Code of Conduct): 
  

The Code of Student Conduct states that students found to have engaged in academic 
dishonesty, which encompasses such activities as cheating, plagiarism, unauthorized 
collaboration, misrepresentation, and bribery, are subject to disciplinary sanctions. (See Article 
V of the NWU Code of Student Conduct for a comprehensive listing of misconduct that is 
subject to disciplinary sanctions, as well as relevant terms and definitions.) 
  
Faculty members have full authority in determining the action to be taken in cases of academic 



dishonesty. In addition to implementing the statements of the course syllabus addressing 
academic dishonesty, faculty may file a Report of Academic Dishonesty, or file a complaint 
with the University Judiciary. If a Report of Academic Dishonesty is filed, a first report on a 
student prompts no further action. However, if a second report for a student is filed, a formal 
complaint is submitted against the student with the University Judiciary. Any report after a 
second will launch another complaint. 
  
Complaints submitted to University Judiciary prompt a formal judicial investigation. Students 
should contact the Academic Affairs Office, Student Life Office, or Registrar’s Office for more 
information. 

  
Nebraska Wesleyan’s Commitment to Students with Disabilities (ADA Policy) 
  

Nebraska Wesleyan University seeks to maintain a supportive academic environment for students 
with disabilities.  To ensure their equal access to all educational programs, activities and services, 
Federal law requires that students with disabilities notify the University, provide documentation, 
and request reasonable accommodations.  If you need accommodations in this course please 
notify me so that I can verify that the required documentation is filed with the Academic Affairs 
Office and that your accommodation plan is in place. 

 
 

 



Assignments and Grades 
Below is the grading breakdown for the semester.  For the larger assignments (informative speech, 
persuasive speech, group presentation over NVC, dialogic speech, and job interview), the points 
possible includes the grade for the presentation as well as smaller grades such as outlines, 
bibliographies, practice speeches, etc.  You will receive a more detailed grade breakdown for these 
larger assignments when they are assigned.  The due dates for each assignment will be posted on 
Canvas.  

 
 
Activity, Assignment, or Presentation: Points Possible: 
Introduce a Partner Speech 25 
Communication Model Presentation 50 
Informative Speech 150 
Persuasive Speech 150 
Group Presentation over Non-Verbal Communication 150 
Dialogic Speech 150 
Job Interview 150 
 
Exam #1 (communication model + informative speaking) 25 
Exam #2 (persuasive speaking + non-verbal communication) 25 
Exam #3 (dialogic speaking + job interview) 25 
 
Daily Work 100 
 
TOTAL POINTS POSSIBLE:  1,000 
 

 
 
Grades  
The grade you see in PowerSchool and the grade that will count toward your GPA at Marian will be 
based on the traditional Marian grading scale: 

A 94-100  
A- 93  
B+ 90-92  
B 87-89  
B- 85-86  
C+ 82-84  
C 79-81  
C- 77-78  
D+ 74-76  
D 71-73  
D- 70  
F 0-69  

 
If you choose to take this course for dual enrollment credit with Nebraska Wesleyan, the final grade 
that will be submitted to Nebraska Wesleyan will be based on the following grading scale:  

A+ 97-100  
A 94-96.9  
A- 90-93.9  



B+ 87-89.9  
B 84-86.9  
B- 80-83.9  
C+ 77-79.7  
C 74-76.9  
C- 70-73.9  
D+ 67-69.9  
D 64-66.9  
D- 60-63.9  
F 59.9 and below  

 
 


